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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE. 


AN, is very juſtly ſtiled a ſcial being, 

--he is ſuch by original conſtitution; 
he was declared ſuch when he firſt came out 
of the hands of his Maker *; and he now 
comes into the world, with a d poi tion for 
ſociety, and in a condition that requires it.—— 
The firſt ſenſations we feel, ariſe from our 
wants; our firſt propenſities and deſires, tend 
to the ſupply of thoſe wants ; whence we 
are led, by a kind of natural inſtincł, into 
ſome of the neareſt ſocial connections, and 
thoſe interchanges of offices and benefits 
that ariſe from them. 


And as we improve in rational notions, and 
are capable of reflecting upon the nature and 
ends of our exiſtence ; as our ſe/f-love comes 
under the influence of benevolence, and is di- 
reed and moderated by it, we find our ſelves 


prompted to enlarge our ſocial relations and 


A 1 duties, 
® Cn. ii. 18. 


i.» Ther body Profice; 
dutics, from more generous and worthy 
motives, ; 


And much of the wiſdom and. goodneſs pf 
providence appears, in giving us this ſocial 
capacity and diſpoſition :---without it---our 
nobleſt faculties wou'd. be of little or no uſe 
to us, for want of proper occaſions for. their 

exerciſe, and proper aſſiſtance in it. Se 

love alone wou d be the governing principle; 
which by blindly miſtaking the nature and 
means of our happineſs, and cheriſhing our 
malevolent affections, wou'd make us hate- 
ful, and hate one another; and ſo, either 
expoſe us to the miſeries of the moſt arbitra- 
ry oppreſſions, and cruel hoſtilities; or oblige 
us to hide our ſelves in the gloomy receſſes of 
friendleſs ſolitude..Whereas, by following 
the dictates of the ſocial principle, we open to 
ourſelves a way, for the abundant employ- 
ment of all our various geniuſes and abili- 
ties; and by reciprocal aids and encourage- 
ments, render them the moſt effectually and 
extenſively uſeful.---Benevotence, cheriſhed 
and ſupported, by the pleaſures always 
attendant on its proper exerciſe, maintains 
its ſhare of governing influence in 15 heart, 
caches 
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| tedches us to conſider the happineſs of others, 

as inſeparably connected with our own, and 
a principal ingredient 1 in it; and thereby ex- 
tends our views, warms our deſires, and ani- 
mates our labours for the public good. 
Hence domeſtic and patriot love, order, 

peace, friendſhip, and many other public 
and private virtues and bleſſings, of the 
greateſt importance to mankind, 


But then, Thi d:ſpoition, muſt be properly 
cultivated, in order to produce theſe happy 
effects; and here RxLIG IO juſtly claims 
our fir/t and principal __ 


By ReL161oNlT mean the acknow!rdgment, 
fear, love, and worſhip of the DeiTY, vu A 
diſpoſition to obey all his known will, founded in 
the lively belief of his perfestions, and a future 
Hate of retribution.---Oft this, man as a ra- 
tional immortal creature, endowed with - a 
moral ſenſe, or a capacity of perceiving the 
moral nature and differences, good or evil vf 
things, and feeling a peculiar pleaſure or 
pain from them, is a proper ſubject. Th is 
the glory of his nature, as principally diſtin- 
guiſhing him from all other creatures upon 


A 3 carth ; 


— 
— vs — 
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earth; and abſolutely neceſſary to him as the 
chief medium of his happineſs, temporal and 
eternal ;---neceflary, not only in his ſingle ca- 
pacity, but alſo, and eminently in his ſocial. 
For, | 


Such is the degeneracy of human nature, 
that 2w/7hout the influence of religion; reaſon 
and benevolence, which are abſolute requiſites 
to the forming the truly ſocial character, 
wou'd (by degrees at leaſt) be ſo weakened 
and impaired, that the bulk of mankind 
would become groſsly ignorant, ſelfiſh, ſor- 
did, ungovernable, pernicious creatures ; mi- 
ſerable ſlaves to their vicious appetites and 
paſſions ; without honour, without conſcience, 
or any effefual motive to true public ſpirit ; 
and conſequently liable, upon the {lighteſt 
temptations, to ſacrifice the greateſt and 
moſt important public good, to their own 
private intereſt, or even the loweſt ſenſual 
gratifications ; and thus muſt prove the peſt 
and ruin of ſociety *.---RELIG610N, be it 

| only 


* Since I wrote this, I have met with a paſſage in 
Dr. Brown's eſtimate of the manners and principles of the 
times, to the ſame purpoſe : < The modern ſpirit of ir- 

religion 
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only that of nature, will prevent us at leaſt 
from ſinking ſo low, and doing ſuch preju- 
dice to the ſocial intereſt of mankind; but 
if that of Jesus, ſincerely embraced and 
followed, it will do infinitely more. The 
light the goſpel throws upon our undex- 
ſtandings ; and the views it gives us of vir- 
tue and vice; the perfections of God; the 
true felicity of man; the certainty and aw- 
fulneſs of the eternal world ; have a pecu- 
liar fitneſs and tendency ta pierce and quick- 
en the conſcience; preſerve its tenderneſs 
and ſenſibility ; reſtrain the inordinate af- 
fections of ſelf-love; expand and cheriſh 
our beneyolence; unite us to each other in 
the bonds of ſacred charity **; and inſpire 

A 4 us 


<« religion (ſays that ingenious writer) leads to raſcally 
cc and abandonꝰd cowardice ; it quenches every generous 
&< hope that can enlarge the foul, and levels mankind 
e with the beaſts that periſh.” The chriſtian reader 
may receive till fuller ſatisfaction on this head from 
Gen, vi. 11, 12. Pſal. i. 14, &c. Rom. i. 21, &c. 


** It may poſſibly be objected here,—1vho /a uncha- 
ritable, cenſorious and full of perſecuting rancour, as ſome 
of your zealous chriſtians, moſt diflinguiſh'd for the ortho- 
doxy of their faith, and the firifineſs of their devotion # I 
anſwer, nothing can be more evident, than that the 


chriſtian 
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us with the hope, and even aſſurance, that 
all the ſacrifices we make, of private advan- 
tage, to the honour and intereſt of the pu- 
blic (conſiſtent with our duty) ſhall be in- 
finitely, tho' graciouſly rewarded in the life 
to come ; and conſequently, muſt every way 


moſt effectually promote and ſecure, the 
happineſs of ſociety. 


The exalted perfection of ſocial unity and 
Joy, which prevails in the heavenly world, 
and felicitates the general aſſembly and church 
| 15 of 


chriſtian relipion ranks thoſe vices, amongſt the greateſt 
ſins; condemns all that are guilty of them, to the ſe- 


vereſt puniſhments ; and by doctrine, precept, exam- 


ple, and every motive that can affect the human heart, 
inculcates upon all its profeſſors, the oppoſite virtues; 
ſo that it muſt be the higheſt injuſtice, to charge any 


part, of what is objected, upon that religion. And, 


that any of its profeſſed believers are chargeable with it, 
is owing, either to their aſſuming that character, in 
order to conceal their wicked deſigns, or juſtify the vi- 
olences by which they carry them on ; or to ſuperſti- 
tion, enthuſiaſm, ind the like falſe notions of religion, 
join'd with a natural moroſeneſs, and malignity of tem- 
per; or in a word, to the want of being under the go- 
verning influence of the genuine principles of the goſ- 
pel. To the truth of this, every ſober conſcience muſt 


witnels. 
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of the firſt born, is owing to the perfection of 
their religion. They ſee the adorable ex- 
cellencies of the divine nature, in the light 
of that world. They feel their obligations 
to their redeemer, in the moſt ſenſible man- 
ner; reverence, love, worſhip and obey the 
great God, in the perfection of holineſs,--- 
and therefore they enjoy their ſocial relations 
with ſuch high ſatisfaction, and know all 
the pleaſures of the moſt pure benevolence 
and friendſhip, without any of thoſe aliena- 
tions of heart, contentions, and jealouſies, 
that attend the happieſt ſocieties here below. 


And as religion, is thus neceſſary and be- 
neficial to man, in his ſocial capacity; it is 
alſo neceſſary that his religion ſhou'd be fe- 
cial ; 1. e. the duties of it, particularly thoſe 
reſpecting the worſhip of the Deity, ſhou'd 
be publickly performed, as the common con- 
cern and united act of many.---To this, the 
ſocial conſtitution we are under, naturally 
obliges us.---We are all the offspring of one 
eternal parent, all under the ſame general 
obligations to him, and dependance upon 
him, intereſted in common, in many of the 
ſame wants and neceflities, benefits and 

| mercies; 
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mercies ; and therefore ought to offer up 
our prayers and praiſes unitedly to him, as 
the one common head of the ſocial ſyſtem ; 
the one common object of our religious 


reverence, hope, and joy. And upon 


this ſocial piety, the very exiſtence of reli- 


gion and virtue, in our world, and the pre- 
ſervation of the many benefits to ſociety, 


connected therewith, eminently depend. — 
Were religious duties to be practis d by us 
only in private ; were there no aſſembling of 
ourſelves together ; to proclaim its excellen- 
cies and uſefulneſs, and bear an open teſti- 


mony by common conſent in its favour; 


its public eſtimation wou'd very ſoon decline; 
the leaſt appearances of it be mark'd with 
diſgrace, and treated with contempt and ri- 
dicule, by the bulk of mankind ; and un- 
der ſuch diſcouragements, even the private 
practice of it by degrees, wou'd be ſadly 
neglected, and very probably at laſt, intire- 
ly ſo; by which means, all its influence 
mult ſoon be loſt in the world.---The natu- 
ral conſequence of which, wou'd be, the 
uncontroulable prevalence of infidelity, and 
prophaneſs, injuſtice, and oppreſſion ; till 


the bonds even of civil ſociety were diſſolved, 


and 
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and mankind let looſe with all their vicious 
paſſigns, upon one another to the deſtruc- 
tion of human virtue and happineſs :—The 


religion of man therefore, I ſay even in this 
world muſt be ſacial. 


This will appear with till clearer and 
more certain evidenee, if we conſult the ſa- 
cred records; for there we ſhall find, that 
facial religion is the will of God ; and has al- 
ways been the practice of his people.--When 
he ſeparated the ſeed of Abraham as a pecu- 
liar and holy nation, to bear his name, and 
preſerve his worſhip, in oppoſition to the 
general idolatry ; he commanded all the 
males thrice a year to make their appearance 
before him, and worſhip him in one national 
aſſembly. And to all that had a true ſenſe 
of religion, his public worſhip, was peculiar- 
ly deſirable; as the 84th Pſalm in particu- 
lar witneſſes, where in the ſpirit of truly 
ſublime poetry, the Pſalmiſt ſtrongly ex- 
preſſes, his pious ſenſe of the excellency and 
importance of ſocral religion. — And elſe- 
where he ſays, that dwelling in the houſe of. 
God, appearing before him in his public wor- 
ſhip, and beholding his beauty and glory in his 

ſandtuary, 
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ſanctuary, was the one thing be defired, and 


ſought after, with the greateſt ardency of 4 Fec- 


tion *, 


And under the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 


tion we are charged, not to forſake the aſ- 
fembling f our ſelves: together, as the man- 


ner of ſome then was.—But with one heart, - 


and with one mouth to glorify God. —And tis 
ſaid by way of encomium on the firſt con- 
verts to the.chriſtian religion, that they were 
together with one accord in prayer and praiſe. 


Our Lord himſelf alſo has directed us to 
addreſs the throne of grace, in the language 
of ſocial religion, and ſay, Our father who 
art in heaven, &c. And has made great and 
precious promiſes to the duties of piety per- 
form'd in ſocial unify.—From ſuch confide- 
rations as theſe, and the more effectually to 
anſwer the ends of ſocial religion, the apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt, under the direction of his 
ſpirit, form'd their converts into diſtin re- 


gulated 


* Pſal. xxvii. 4. Pſa. Ixiii. 1, 2, . . 
Rom. xv. 6. Acts i. 14. chap. ii. 1, 41, chap. ix. 31. 
chap. xi. 26. 2 Cor. viii. 1. Gal. i. 1. 
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gulated ſocieties, called ChugchESs; hence 
we read of the Churches of Judea, Galilee, 
Samuria, Macedonia; *'Galatia," Af, -&c. 
And of the apoſtles aſſembling” with'-the 
church at Antioch; and of ber aug 
added to the church. 


Thus it is abundantly evident, that Geial 
religion in general, and the conſtitution of 
chriſtian churches in particular, as neceſſary. 
to the ſupport and practice of it, are of divine 
appointment ;—Or a wiſe and gracious in- 
ftitution . God, defign'd for the preſervation 
of true . "gl on, and Pu ng 75 meſe to 
mankind. | 


Every ſerious chriian 1 if he 
wou'd follow the dictates of his ſocial nature, 


the directions of the word of God, and the 


example of the beſt of men,---If he wou'd 
improve himſelf in the power and comforts 
of the divine life,---contribute moſt effectu- 
ally to the ſupport and propagation of true 
LU IT the n honour to God, 

and 


4 don't mean to aſſert, Hot far any of the particu- 
lar forms of church government amongſt us, arc of di- 
vine appointment. 
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and the greateſt good to the world,---muſt 
connect himſelf (as he has opportunity) with 
fome tegular chriſtian ſociety, and unite 
with them, in all the ordinances and duties 
that God has promiſed to bleſs to thoſe im- 
portant ends, IN 


But then he ſhou'd take particular care, 
to . be acquainted with the nature, and de- 
ſign of ſuch ſocieties ; and the reſpective du- 
ties of their officers, and members; and do 
what he does, from a principle of love to 
God, and religion,---that he may offer to 
him a reaſonable ſervice, and fill up his place 
with propriety and honour ; with advantage 
to himſelf and the community.---Here it is 
that too many fail.---They enter into the 
ſacred and intereſting relation of church 
fellowſhip, without knowing, at leaſt with- 
out duly conſidering, the reaſons why, or 
the ends for which they do ſo. An affec- 
tation of extraordinary ſanctity, and deſire of 
the applauſe of men ;---the gratifying an 
ignorant enthuſiaſtic zeal ;---or the engag- 
ing deep in the little intereſt of a party--are, 
tis to be feared, too often the ruling motives 
in this caſe: at beſt they look upon it, as 

little 


The Introduftory Preface. xiii 
little more than entitling them to the Lord's 
Table; and not as engaging them in any ſpe- 
cial relation and duty to the ſociety they com- 
mune with, in particular, and all other truly 
chriſtian ſocieties in general, and laying them 
under many peculiar obligations to exem- 
plary purity in heart and life, as it moſt 
certainly does. And when this happens to 
be the caſe, of the greateſt and moſt conſi- 
derable part of any religious ſociety, either 
a coldneſs and inattention to their common 
intereſt, will bring upon them an inſenſi- 
ble, yet ſure diſſolution; or ſpiritual pride, 
envious emulations, angry contentions, and 
uncharitable ſeparations tear them to pieces, 
to the great diſhonour of the chriſtian name; 
and the ruin of that chriſtian charity, which 
it is the particular deſign of ſuch inſtitutions 


to pr omote . 


The intention of theſe papers therefore, 
is not to cenſure any particular form of church 
government, which obtains amongſt pro- 
teſtants; but to contribute, if poſſible, to- 
wards the cure of the above mention d 
evils, where they are, the preventing them 
where they are not; and the advancement 


of 
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of real piety and goodneſs amongſt all.— 
for tho I have endeavoured to give my 
reader as ſcriptural a view as I cou d, of the 
nature, form and order of a goſpel: church, as 
neceſſary to my deſign in general; yet what 
I have more largely and particularly inſiſted 
on, is, the ends. and duties of the chriſtian 
profeſſion in general, and church relation in 
particular, (which are in the main the ſame 
in all forms)—That if poſſible I might en- 
gage his attention, to things eſextzal-to the 
being and growth of ſolid religion; mode- 
rate his zeal for meer modes and opinions; 
cheriſh his benevolence and charity with re- 
ſpect to other chriſtians. And if need be, 
convince him of the utter inconſiſtency of a 
bigotted narrowneſs of ſpirit, with the de- 
ſign of providence in making religion a ſocial 
intereſt and concern, ey 


I hope therefore, inſtead of making what 
J here lay before him, an occaſion of wrang- 
ling diſputes about church government and 
power, &c. (which have too much troubled 
the church already) He will conſider it 
rather as a compendious ſyſtem of chriſtian 
duties acknowledged by all ; the principal 
| of 
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of which, he will find, under the ſeveral 
propoſitions relating to the work and buſ- 
neſs of a church, its officers and members; 
their reſpective qualifications, and what 
they owe to one another, to other churches, 

and to'the world ; and which I have given 
him from the ſcriptures, in words at length, 
not to prevent his looking into tlie bible, 
but to efcourage him in that important 
duty, by convincing him, from theſe ſpe- 
cimens, of the excellency and uſefulneſs of 
that divine book, as graciouſly given us, for 
reproof, and correction, and inſtrucſion, in all 


righteouſneſs. 


As to diſputable matters, not eſſential 
to religion, I have endeavoured to treat 
them with' moderation, and defire he would 
read them. without prejudice, be open to 
conviction, and when he differs from me, 
do it with the fame candour and charity 
with which I differ from him; and make 
the beſt of his own plan, in the ſupport and 
propagation of real piety and virtue, till he 
is convinced he has found a bctter, 
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T am ſenſible the more ſtudious and in- 
telligent reader, is acquainted with many 
better treatiſes on this ſubject; but they are 
either ſo large, as not to come within the 
compaſs of the time and capacity, or ſo 


very. bort, as not to anſwer the expectation 


or neceſſity, of the common chriſtian, for 
whom, principally, I write. — ] have there- 
fore endeavoured at a ſuitable medium, in a 
method intirely new ; which I hope, though 
leſs entertaining to ſome, will not be found 
leſs adapted to the ſolid information, and 
real ſervice of thoſe, who are deſirous of be- 
ing uſeful and ornamental members of any 


particular church of Chriſt, and are ſen- 


ſible of the want of ſuch help as is here in- 


tended them. For, though I have not en- 


ter d into the ſubject argumentatively, ex- 
cept here and there briefly in the notes, (as 
indeed my method and compaſs would not 
allow me to do) yet, if any plain chriſtian, 
will but properly exerciſe his own reflec- 
tions upon the materials he here finds; and 


when neceſſary, take in the aſſiſtance of his 


more 
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more judicious friends, he will be able, not 
only to ſupply that deficiency, but anſwer 
the end of his enquiries, perhaps more to his 
ſatisfaction upon the whole, as he will be 
thereby led to his concluſions, not ſo much 
by meer human argument, as divine autho- 


rity. 


To conclude, as the civil, ſpiritual, tem- 
poral, and eternal happineſs of mankind, 
and the credit of our holy religion in the 
world, depend /o muygh upon the good order, 
real holineſs, fincere and fervent charity, of 
chriſtian churches ; I moſt heartily wiſh they 
could, by any means, be prevail'd upon to 
attend to theſe important things, with more 
ſerious and cordial concern.—We our ſelves 
complain (and that juſtly) of coldneſs, for- 
mality, diſorder, and declenſions in vital 
religion, as prevailing amongſt us; he free 
thinkers, and infidels of the age, look upon 
all our churches, with the utmoſt contempt : 
and repreſent them as meer creatures of 
crafty prieſts, the idols of their infatuated 

& 1 | mobs, 
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mobs, the ſupports of their tyranny and 
ambition; or little nurſeries of ſenſeleſs en- 
thuſiaſm, bigotry, ſuperſtition, and mad 
zeal. —Would to God we had never given 
any occaſion for ſuch repreſentations! Byt, 
could we but once be brought to think, and 
act, agreeable to the true ſpirit and genius 
of the goſpel ; to place religion, not in the 
little noſtrums and peculiarities of a party ; 
but in ſincere repentance towards God, lively 


faith in our Lord Jeſus, and the ſolid genuine 


fruits thereof in the works of piety, righteouſ- 


neſs, benevolence, charity. — Inſtead of vio- 


lently compelling one another to uniformity 
in leſſer matters, could we learn to differ in 
opinions, without dividing in affettion; op- 
Foſe one another in meekneſs, forbear one an- 
ether in love, and receive with chriſtian ten- 
derneſs the weak in faith; or, inſtead of 
ſpending our religious zeal upon modes and 
forms, and things indifferent, unite and em- 
ploy it in promoting real chriſtian knowledge, 


and following after that peace and holineſs, 


without which 20 man ſhall fee the Lord.— 
F Were 
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Were our churches all form'd upon ſuch 
principles, and actuated by ſuch a ſpirit, 
they would ſoon find (even though in other 
reſpects they continued {till in their different 
forms) the God of holineſs and peace dwel- 
ling amongſt them--- religion revive--- the 
goſpel miniſtry honour'd and bleſs'd. And 
thus, to their unſpeakable ſatisfaction and 
comfort, and the utter confuſion of the 7g- 
norante of thoſe foolſh men, who deli ght to 
reproach them — they wou'd jndeed appear 
to be, what they v were originally deſign d to 
be *, ſeminaries of divine knowledge, truth, 
love, piety, and every virtue Living wit- 
neſſes of the great mercy and love of God 
to men. The brighteſt ornaments of the 
world, and the greateſt bielüngs t. to it. 


Abingdon (Berks) 
26 Jan. 1758. 


* Pſal. xlv. 9, &. Pal. xIviii. 3. Pſal. Ixxxvii. 
2, 3. Epheſ. ii. 21. Phil. ii. 15, 16. Rev. i. 20. 
Chap. xxi. 2. to the end, will abundantly illuſtrate 
and confirm theſe ſentiments. 


#. 


ax The Introductory Prefath, 


P. S. The reader is deſired to 8 
That ſeveral of the texts produced, are not 
intended as dire progfs of their reſpective 
propoſitions, but rather as illaſtrations only. 
--- And that the few things quoted from 
Clemens, and Ignatius, &c. are deſign'd juſt 
to hint the ſimplicity of thoſe times, and 
how nearly the conſtitution of their churches 
agreed with that which we find in the holy 
ſcriptures, and which in the following pages 
is (I think) delineated from them. (They 
that wou'd ſee more of this may. conſult 
Lerd King's * TH 


And laſtly, though argument was not my 
deſign, yet I have been oblig d to add a few 
things in that form here and there by way 
of note, as neceſſary to explain and defend 
my meaning ; which I have done with a 
ſincere deſign of promoting the intereſt of 
truth, and the honour of religion, without 


regard to any party whatſoever ; and whic 
therefore I would have underſtood, as illu- 
cidating 


pF 
4 
*V 


The Introductory Preface. XX} 
cidating hints, rather than peremptory dic- 
tates ; or as propoſals of my preſent ſenti- 
ments, to the confideration of the more ju- 
dicious and candid reader. : 
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COMPENDIUM 
8 


Social Religion, &c. 


PS 


CHAP. I 
O F the Church in general“. 


HE greek word (cxAnre) com- 
monly tranſlated church *, origi- 
ginally ſignifies any convocation or 


aſſembly of people, civil or religious ; and is 
uſed even in ſcripture, ſometimes in that 


general 


*The engliſh word church, as the ſcotch rl, is 
thought to come from the greek (0; iF the hon'e 
of the Lord, and ſo is applicable to the place of worſhip ; 
as perhaps, Acts xix. 27. Thoutrh elle it is never uſed 


wn 


r 2 2 pg LPS — 


2 The meaning of the word church. Chap. 1. 


general ſenſe; as Ads Xix. 32, 39, 41. 
where it is tranſlated aſſembly, and denotes 
not only a /awful court of judicuture, as ver. 


39 but alſo the dr/orderly multitude brought 


together by /Demetrius, ver. 32. and 41. 
Tho' for the moſt part the ſacred writers 
intend by it a religious ſociety or congrega- 
tion. And thus ſometimes it ſtands— 


I. For the whole number of real ſaints, and 
peculiar people of God, who fincerely love 
and obey him, which is properly and emi- 
nently THE CHURCH, the myſtical Body of 
Chriſt, given him by the Father before the 
world began — purchaſed with his own 
blood; called, ſanctified, preſerved by his 
word and fpirit in time, and glorified with 
him in eternity—Which may be called the 
real or 7nv7/ible catholic or univerſal church; 
part of which is triumphant in heaven, and 
part militant on earth “. 

Heb. xii. 


in that ſenſe in the New Teſtament as I rememher, ex- 
cept 1 Cor. xi. 18. be fo underſtosd. The People are called 
the houſe and church of God, 1 Tim. iii. 15.—Vitringa, 
de ſynag. vet. part. 1. chap. i. &c. has a long and elabo- 
rate diſſertation on the word :ano:2, Sec allo Spanhem, 
Dub. Evan. vol. 2d. Dub. 77. 
* We have reaſon to believe that there are many 
rue and proper members of the church, taken in this 


Tenſe, that are not actually join'd in church-fellowſhip 


to any particular chriſtian ſociety, 


Chap. 1. The meaning of the word church. 3 


Heb. xii. 23. The general aſſembly and 
church of th firſl born, — Col. i. 18. 
And he is the head of the body, the church. 
John xvii. 2. That be ſhoulil give eter- 
nal life to as many as thou halt given 
him. Eheſ. i. 4. Choſen us in him be- 
fore the foundation of the world. Acts 
xi. 28. The church of God which he 
hath purchaſed with his own blood. 
2 Theſ. ii. 13. God hath from the be- 
ginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
ſanctification of the ſpirit, aud belief of 
the truth. 1 Pet. i. 5. Kept by the 
power of God through faith unto ſulva- 
tion. John xvii. 2.4. Til that they alſo 
whom thou haſt given me be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my 
glory. -Heb. xiii. 23. The ſpirits of 
uſt men made perfect. Ephæſ. iii. 15. 
Of wwhom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, 


II. At other times the word chu eh, de- 
notes the hole body of thoſe that make any 
v1/ible profeſſion of a religious regard to the 
revealed will of God. and ſubjection to his 
more ſpecial authority, and government; 
whereof ſome have the real power, others 


only the form of godlineſs : and which may 
2 be 


4 The meaning of the word church. Chap, 1. 


be called the apparent or vi/ible catholic * 

church. 
Heb. ii. 12. In the midſt of the church 
will J fing praiſe. 1 Cor. xii. 12, 28. 
The body is one the church. Epheſ. iii. 
10, 21. Known by the church Glory in 
the church. Mat. xxv. 1, 2. The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto ten virgins, 
five of them were wiſe, and five were 
fooliſh. Mat. xx. 16. Many be called 
but few choſen, Mat. xxii. 11. And 
when the king came in to ſee the gueſts, 
he jaw there a man that had not on a 
wedding garment, See alſo Mat. xiii. 
24. 30. But, 


III. Sometimes the word church denotes 
only one particular ſociety of chriſtians, pro- 


fefledly devoted to God, according to the 


rules of the goſpel, uſually meeting for 


divine worthip in one place; or to ſpeak 
more exactly and fully—— © A company of 
* perſons profeſſedly ſeparating themſelves 
« from the ſinful ways of the world, in 
© gbedience to the call of the goſpel ; be- 
« lieving in Chriſt as, their Saviour, ſub- 
« jecting themſelves to him as their * 

tua 


* By Viſible is here meant, what falls under human 


cognizance and judgment, as before by inviſible, the 
contrary 0 
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ce tual Lord and Ruler, voluntarily agreeing 
together, to partake of the priviledges, 
ce diſcharge the duties, and ſupport the 
« means of chriſtian faith, worthip and 
ce holineſs; making the holy ſcriptures the 
t ſovereign and infallible rule of their reli- 
* gious opinions and practice; uniting in 
ce the ſame general form of government, 
te and uſually meeting together at one and 
ce the ſame time and place, for public reli- 
« pious exerciſes; which may be called a 
e particular viſible goſpel church, of which 
<« there is frequent mention in the new 
ce teſtament, and to which the followin 

& rules and obſervations principally refer“. 


B 3 CHAP, 


* 1x. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that all who ſtand re- 
lated to particular churches under the formal appear- 
ance of that ſpiritual relation, are members indeed of 
Chriſt's ſpiritual body.— 2. The above particulars 
ſeem neceſſary to denominate any chriſtian congrega- 
tion, a true orderly goſpel church; yet where the e//entials 
are held, though there be defects in the form, it is 
to be eſteemed a true though not an orderly church.— 
What J ſhould call entials to the conſtitution of a par- 
ticular viſible church—are—T he profeſſion of — repen- 
tance tawards God — ſincere obedience to bis laws — 
faith in Chriſt as the only Saviour — the hopes of par- 
don and eternal life, through his mediation and ſacrifice, — 
ſubmiſſion to his word, as the ſovereign infallible rule of reli- 
gious fnith and practice with the public worſhip of on? 
God, through one Mediator, by one Spirit, in the reverent 
uſe of the word, prayer, prai e, and the tis ſacra ment, an 


peſitive 


6 The meaning of the word church. Chap. r. 
poſitive inſtitutions, (viz.) Baptiſm and the Supper of the 


Lord. | 

Acts ii. 38, &c. Then Peter ſaid unto them, =_ and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Chrift for 
the remiſſion of ſins, for the promiſe is to you and your 
Children, and to all that are afar 2, even is as many 


as the Lord our God hall call :—T hen they that glad- 
ly received the word were baptized,—and there were 
added three thouſand ſouls.— And they continued fled- 


faſt in the Apojtle's doctrine, and breaking of bread 


and prayers ;—and all that believed were together— 
praiſmg God; and the Lord added to the church ſuch 


as ſhould ve faved. 


This is a ſhort ſketch of the firſt viſible chriſtian 
church, and the chief principles or articles of their aſ- 
ſociation and unity; which may very well ſerye for a 
general plan of conſtitution to all churches. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, 


Some general obſervations on the diſ- 
tinguiſbing characters, nature, and 
conſtitution of a particular goſpel 
church. 


I. HAT a particular goſpel church, 
properly conſiſteth of ſuch a num- 


ber of perſons only, as is ſufficient to an- 
ſwer the ends of church fellowſhip, and 
may uſually meet and worſhip together at 
the ſame time, in one convenient place “. 


B 4 Gal. 
N. B. if The above deſcription of a particular 


goſpel church, is not very difterent from that in the 
19th article of abe Church of England; viz. a congrega- 
&« tion of faithful men, in which the true word of God 
is preached, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred, 
« according to Chriſt's ordinances, in all thoſe things 
ce that of neceflity are requiſite to the ſame.” 
2dly. Tertul. (exhort. de Caſt. chap. vii.) ſays Ubi 
tres eccleſia et, three make a church.—But the ſcrip- 
ture has fixed no preciſe number. 
3dly. That every ſuch particular church, is to be ef- 
teemed a part of the univerſal church, or general body 
called by that name; and whether there be a few, or 
many of them at the ſame time in the world (if really 
churches 


8 The number conſlituting a church. Chap. 2. 
Gal. i. 22. The churches foe 
Acts vii. 1. chap. xili. 1. The church 
at Feruſalem—at Antioch. - 1 Cor. xiv. 

2 33. All 


churches of Chriſt) they haye all the ſame common 
head, faith, laws, powers, priviledges, —and therefore, 
though differing in leſſer matters, and not authoritative- 
8 ſubje& to one another, may and ought to hold the 

ommunion of Saints with each other, as the means of 
preſerving and cheriſhing the common unity of the uni- 
verſal Church, —eeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace ; not only in reſpect of themſelves, but all true 
chriſtians throughout the world. Their being formed 
into diſtinct communities, being only intended for their 
better edification, and not for the ſupporting eppoſite 
intereſts, and liitle eceleſiaſtical Factions, as too many . 
ſeem to imagine. Epheſ. ii. 15, 21. John x. 16. (ſee 
the conclufion.)—And thus every regular member and 
mini/ter of the word, in any particular church, is in fact 
a member and miniſter of the church univerſal: and 
though under ſpecial obligations to that particular 
church, yet hath a right to commune with, or miniſter 
to any other upon all proper occaſions. 

4thly. Becauſe the Apoſtle ſays the churches in the 
plural 1 Cor. xiv. 34, and yet directs his epiſtle to the 
church in the ſingular, 1 Cor. i. 2. Some think there 
were ſeveral churches or congregations at Corinth, uni- 
ted under one biſhop, after the preſent Droce/tan form a- 
mongſt us.— But it ſhould be obſerved (Iſt,) there is 
no certain mention made of any /hop, or even elder, in 
the church at Corinth; and *tis queſtionable whether 
there were any ſuch officer, or officers, at that time 
appointed amongſt them; as this was not uſually done 
upon the firſt gathering of a church. 

(2d.) That the Apoſtle wrote this epiſtle for a/l 

the churches, though he addreſſed it particularly to 


them. 1 Cor. i. 2. 


tzd.) That 


8 
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33. All the churches of the ſaints. Acts 

ix. 31. The churches throughout Fudea, 
Galilee, Samaria. Rom. xvi. 5. 


church 
(3d.) That as the members of the corinthian church, 


were ſcattered up and down the city, and its adjacen- 
kies, they might ſometimes occaſionally aſſemble in 
different places, and in diſtinct congregations for parti- 
cular conveniency,—which aſſemblies might (in the 
more general ſents of the word) be called churches, yet 
more commonly, and upon all important and folemn 
occaſions, they might all meet at one time in one place; 
and from 1 Cor. xiv. 23. chap. xi. 18, 28. it is evident 
they actually did ſo.— And it ſeems ſo far from the ge- 
nius of thoſe times, to unite ſeveral churches under one 
biſhop, that we find one church had ſeveral biſhops ; Acts 
xx. 16, 18. Philip i. 1. The like may be noted in 
objection to the ſtrict preſbyterian form of government. 

5thly. The main queſtion I apprehend here is, whe- 
ther one particular congregation of Chriſtians, who might 
meet together with all their officers jn one place, at one 
time, for the ends of church-fellowſhip ; or ſeveral ſuch 
congregations, who could not all ſo meet in one body, 
and yet were otherwiſe united under one epiſcopal or 
preſbyterial form of government, be properly a goſpel 
church ? Towards the juſt ſolution of which it may 
not be amiſs to note farther, 

(Iſt.) That the number of chriſtians at Epheſus was 
very great in a little time after the goſpel was preach'd 
there, as appears from As xx. 31. chap. xix. Io, 20, 
1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9. And that 'tis probable they ſomes. 
times met in different parts of the city, in little diſtin 
congregations ; as for inſtance in the houſe af. Aguila, 
where was a church as tis called, 1 Cor. xvi. 19. com- 
pared with As xviii. 18, 19, 26.— And yet, for aught 
appears to the contrary, the whole might meet toge- 
ther in one place at once.— The whole is called the 


church of Epheſus, over which the Holy Ghoſt had ſet 
| ſeveral 


* 
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church in their houſe. Rev. i. 11. The 
ſeven churches of Aſia (minor). 1 Cor. 


XIv. 


ſeveral elders or biſhops. Acts xx. 17, 28. And though 
in the apoſtle John's time one of them might by com- 
mon conſent be the chi or Ps, and therefore per- 
haps called the angel of the church of Epheſus (as Rev. ii. 
x.) yet they might {till be all of the ſame order and au- 
thority. — From Epheſus the goſpel ſpread over Aja. 
Acts xix. 10. And ſeveral churches were conſtituted at 
no great diſtance from it, which meer are 
not ſpoken of in the Scripture, as ſubject to the church 
there, or conjoined with it in the preſent Dioceſian or 
preſbyterian form. And though it be allow'd, : 
(2d.) That the church at Jeruſalem at the time 
ſpoken of in the acts of the Apoſtles, conſiſted of a 
great multitude. Acts i. 15. We read of 120, As ii. 
41. of 3000 more. Acts iv. 4. of 5000 more. As v. 
14. of multitudes. As xxi. 20 of many thouſands of 
Jews who believed.—yet it ſhould be obſerved alſo that 
great numbers of theſe converts were only occaſconally 
at Jeruſalem, at the time of their converſion ; as ap- 
pears from Acts ii. 9, 10.- They are tiled the church in 
the ſingular. As ii. 47. chap. viii. 1. chap. v. II. 
chap. xv. 4.—'This church or multitude are called to- 
gether; As vi. 2. and chap. xxi. 22.— This church is 
faid to receive the deputation from Antioch, As xv. 
4. And the whole church, as diſtinguiſh'd from the a- 
poſtles and elders, is ſaid to conſent to the decree, ver. 
22.— This church had ſeveral elders, as appears, Als 
xi. 30. chap. xxi. 18, Amongſt theſe the apoſtle 
James indeed is particularized, but no mention made of 
any epiſcopal power, that he exerciſed over the reſt ; 
though it is probable he did occaſionally preſide at their 
meetings of buſineſs. Nor does it appear to me that 
this church conſiſted df ſeveral diſtin congregations, 
with their reſpective Preſbyters, united under one proper 
preſbyterial government; otherwiſe than that the _ 
| elaers 
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iv. 23. F therefore the whole church be 
come together in one place. 


II. Such 


elders of this church might occaſionally meet together, 
as a committee of the church, under the preſidence and 
direction of the apoſtolical authority, to prepare matters 
for a general conſideration and conſent; as 'tis plain 
they did, Alis xv. 6, 22,—And thus upon the whole, it 
appears to me.— 

3d. That though the churches of Corinth, Epheſus, 
Teruſalem, &c. were very large, and ſometimes might 
meet in diſtinct bodies, in ſeveral parts of their reſpec- 
tive cities yet at other times, in matters of general 
concern, they met at once, in one place there, 1 Cor. xiv. 
23.—And that if it had been the apoſtolic practice, to 
unite the ſeveral diſtin congregations with their offi- 
cers, in one epiſcopal or preſbyterial government, all the 
churches in Judea would naturally have been included 
and formed into one ſuch church.— Thoſe of Aa into 
another, &c. and then we ſhould have read of the church 
of Fudea, the church of Aſia (as we do now of the church 
of England, and the church of Scotland) inſtead of the 
churches of Fudea, Aſia, &c. as we do rede. 

(4) Nor does it appear to me from the apoſtolic fa- 
thers Clemens or Ignatius, that a goſpel church in their 
time was any other than one ſingle congregation, uſually 
meeting in one place at one time; or that a biſhop then 
was any other than the preſident, elder or paſtor of ſuch 
ſingle congregation ; though if the congregation was 
large there were more than one ſuch officer; St. Igna- 
tius particulary ſpeaks of the philadelphian church, as 
having &y Ouoragnypoy, w dig riero, aa To Sli * Toig 
Arexovoig, i. e. one altar, as one biſhop, together with the 
preſbytery and deacons,—Ep. ad. Philad. ch. iii. vid. Ep. 
ad. Tral. ch. i, ii. Quotations might eaſily be multi- 
ply'd to the fame purpoſe. See chap. iii. prop. v. and 
notes there. —But I apprehend if al! things be done de- 
cently and in order, to edification ; or ſo as to ſecure the 

main 
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Come 
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1 
1 PAL. — 


1 The church a body Chap. 2. 
II. Sucha church, is a body diſtinguiſbed 


from the civil ſocieties of the world, by the 


ſpiritual nature and deſign of its conſtitu- 
tion and government; and avowedly ſepa- 


rated from, and oppoſed to the uſurped king- 


dom and power of ſatan in the world: the 
members of this body profeſſedly renounc- 
ing the ſinful practices and maxims of the 
world, and devoting themſelves to God 
through Chriſt, in obedience to the call of 


the goſpel. : 
John 


main ends of SOCIAL RELIGION, and the advancement 
of the intereſt of true piety and virtue; the meer form 
and manner of doing them, cannot be of that oof im: 
portance, ſome people imagine: though that which is 
moſt ſimple and practicable, one would think, ſhould 
be always prefer'd ; as beſt agreeing with the genius of 
the goſpel, and the original on pointed out to our imi- 
tation by the practice of the apoſtles, and their imme- 
diate ſucceſſors. By 

1. The church or kingdom of Chriſt, is very different 


from the kingdoms of this world, — The church is a ſpi- 
ritual ſociety, whoſe honours, privileges, and buſineſs, 


are of a 2 nature Whereas the kingdoms of this 
world relate to the temporal buſineſs, rights and privi- 
leges of mankind. Yet, 

2. No particular congregation of chriſtians, or the 
whole chriſtian church, is to be underſtood as a ſo- 
wr independent on, or contradiſtinct from the ſtate, or 
civil government of the country where it exiſts, in any 
civil reſpects; or in regard of any of the duties the 
members thereof would otherwiſe owe thereunto, 
Rom, Xiil. I, 2. &c. But is oppoſed to the moral pol- 
lutions 


Chap. 2. ſeparate from the world. 173 
lations and wickedneſs of the world; i. e. their eccleſi- 
aſtical confederation muſt be always conſiſtent with 
their obligatiohs as men, and with all their natural 
.and political relations in life. — Of in a word, the 
church is neither the creature nor the rival of the ſtate z 
but though a 8 kingdom, and in that reſpect nat 
of this world —Yet, while in it, is ſubject to all thoſe 
Juft laws and powers that God has ordained for the good 
overnment of the world. See chap. iv. prop. iv. 
ea. . | 

3. I may alſo be farther noted, that this deſcrip- - 
tion agrees to all profeſſing chriſtians in general, whe- 
ther actually aſſociated in church-fellowſhip or no.— 
They are, by that very profeſſion, to be reckoned 
under a different .denomination from the reſt of the 
world. But it is more particularly and eſpecially the 
caſe of every regular chriſtian ſociety. And the rea- 
der is deſired to obſerve the ſame in reſpe& of the 
© of ſeveral of the ſcriptures hereafter quo- 
ted, 2 
4. Let it be farther particularly obſerved, That the 
papal church of Rome, which chink the title of the 
HOLY: CATHOLICK CHURCH, excluſive of all others, 
is the moſt inconſiſtent of all with the ſcripture ac- 
count of a goſpel church: and indeed in moſt things 
eſſential to the conſtitution, unity, deſign, and purity 
of that holy body, directly oppoſed to it. Witneſs her 
| > uri infallibility— The ſupremacy of her pope— 
er arrogant claim of power over the conſciences of 
men, and even the ſcriptures of God Her affectation 
of worldly pomp and grandeur, and endeavours to 
ſupport it by the arts of carnal and wicked policy 
Her moſt abominable idolatries and ſuperſtitions; and 
her cruel and 2 perſecutions of the ſincere lovers, 
and conſcientious followers of Jeſus Chriſt. So that 
even the world itſelf, in the bad ſenſe of the word, or 
as the kingdom of ſatan, is not more directly oppoſed to 
the true church of Chriſt, than this church of Rome; 
I mean as a Church, for I ſpeak not of every indivi- 

dual in her outward communion, 
John 
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John viii. 36. My Kingdom 7s not 6 
this world. Lee 2 5 yg 4. 2 Cor. 4 
17. Come out from amongſt them and be 
ye ſeparate. John xvii. 16. They are not 
of the world even as J am not of the 
world. John xv. 19. I have choſen you 
out of the world. Rom. xii. 2. And be 
not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed. Heb. xi. 13, 15, 16. And 
confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and 
pilgrims on earth--ſeeking a better coun- 
try, even an heavenly. Phil. iii. 20. Our 
converſation is in heaven. 2 Theſ. ii. 
13, T4.---Satvation, whereunto be called 
you: by one goſpel. 1 Pet. ii. 9. An holy 
nation, a peculiar people,---called out of 
darkneſs into marvellous ight. 1 Cor. i. 
2. Santtified in Chriſt, and called. See 
Col. i. 13. Acts xxvi. 18. To turn them 


From the prower of ſatan unto God. 
III. They own Chriſt as their only Sa- 


viour and Sovereign of their conſciences; and 
his word as the only perfect and infallible 
rule of their faith and practice, in matters 
of religion. e 
Mat. i. 21. He ſhall ſave his people from 

their fins. Acts iv. 12. Neither is 

there ſalvation in any other. Ta. xlv. 

21. A juſt God, and a Saviour, aa 
| there 
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there is noe befide me. Gal. iii. 26. Fur 
ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. x. 9. F thou ſhalt 
confeſs. with the mouth the Lord. Jeſus 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Mat. xxiii. 9. For 
one is your maſter, even Chriſt. Acts x. 
36. He it Lord of all. Col. i. 18. He 
is tbe bead of the body, the church.” Tia. 
vii. 20. To the law and to the teſtimony, 
of they ſpeak not according to this word, 
it is becauſe there is no light in them. 
Mat. xv. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for doffrines the commandments 
of men. Gal. vi. 16. As many, walk 
by this rule, peace be upon 'them. See 
alſo Epheſ. ii. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17. 


IV. Such a church is a voluntary ſhciety , 
formed 
* By a voluntary ſociety, here, I don't mean that 
men are under no obligation to embrace the goſpel 
when propos'd to them Nor that it is a matter of 
indifference, whether (having embraced the ,goſpel as 
a divine revelation) they join themſelves to any chriſ- 
tian ſociety; for theſe are both evident, though not 
equally important duties: But I mean that the em- 
bracing the chriſtian religion in general, and the con- 
necting ourſelves with ſome chriſtian ſociety in par- 
ticular, ſhould be matter of rational choice, and not of 
compulſion ; the effect of inward convictions, and not 
outward violence, Nor does this propoſition reſpect 
the church in general, but the conſtitution of parti- 
cular ſocicties. 
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formed by mutual agreement and confede- 
ration profeſſion of the ſame general arti- 
cles of faith, and order ſubmiſſion to Chriſt 
by the ſame common ſign or token of devo- 
tion to God, viz. baptiſm with water in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, giving 
themſelves up to the Lord and to one another 
in the Lord, meeting together at time and 
place appointed for religious worſhip, as 
frequently and conſtantly as is convenient 
and neceſſary to anſwer the ends of public 
religion. V N 

I. It is a voluntary ſociety, formed by 
mutual agreement, &c. * , 

Acts ii. 44. And all that believed were 
together, ver. 46. with one accord. 
Rom. xv. 7. Recerve ye one another. 
Ifa. Ixiv. 5. One ſhall ſay I am the 
Lord's —and another ſhall ſubſcribe with 
his hand unto the Lord. Rom. xv. 6. 
That ye may with one mouth glorify God. 


2. Pro- 


So that a perſon becomes a meinber of any parti- 
eular church, by his propoſing or declaring his deſire 
and willingneſs to unite with it in the order of the goſ- 
pel, and to hold communion with it in all its ſpecial 
ordinances; and by the members of the church ſigni- 
fying their acceptance of the propoſal. And as this 
very tranſaction implies in it the nature of a covenant, 
or mutual compact and ſtipulation, for all the reſpective 
duties and privileges of that relation: It appears to me 
therefore ſufficient for the purpoſe, without a formal aſ- 
ſent and conſent to a written covenant, 


2. Profeſſion of the ſame general faith 
and order. 5 wi 
Eßpheſ. iv. 5. . One Lord, one faith, 
1 Cor. i. 10. Tbeſeech you brethren that 
ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there 
be no divifions amongſt you, but that you 
be perfettly joined together in one mind, 
and one judgment. 2 Cor. . 13. Your 
| profeſſed ſubje&Ton to the goſpel of Chriſt. 
3. Submiſſion to the ſame token of de- 
votion to Chriſt, vig. baptiſm. _ | 
Epheſ. iv. 5. One baptiſm. Mat. xxviii. 
19. Go teach all nations, baptizing thent 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the HolyGhoft. Gal. iii. 27. As 
many as have been baptized into Chriſt, 
have put on Chriſt, Acts viii. 12. And 
when they believed, they were baptized, 
both men and women. Acts viii. 36. 
See here 1s water, what doth hinder me 
to be baptized ? See chap. ii. prop. viii, 
ſect. 3. note. 
C 4. Giving 


** 2. Without ſome tolerable agreement in ſenti- 
ments in reſpect of the eſſential articles of the chriſtian 
faith, there can be no proper ſocial unity, and very lit- 
tle edific ation and comfort expected in a church rela- 
tion. Though great care ſhould be taken not to impoſe 
unſcriptural terms of communion, or to inſiſt upon a uni- 
formity in every little nicety, about the meer circum- 
ſtances of faith and worſhip; for elſe ſome weak, ſin- 
cere conſciences muſt be hurt, or the peace and unity 
of the church be broken. — See prop. v. ſect. 3. 
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formed by mutual agreement and confede- 
ration---profeſſhon of the ſame general arti- 
cles of faith, and order ſubmiſſion to Chriſt 
by the ſame common ſign or token of devo- 
tion to God, viz. baptiſm with water in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, giving 
themſelves up to the Lord and to one another 
in the Lord, meeting together at time and 
place appointed for religious worſhip, as 
frequently and conſtantly as 1s convenient 
and neceſſary to anſwer the ends of public 
religion. 1 =» 
I. It is a voluntary ſociety, formed by 
mutual agreement, &c. * , 
Acts ii. 44. And all that believed were 
together, ver. 46. with one accord. 
Rom. xv. 7. Receive ye one another. 
Ifa. lxiv. 5. One ſhall ſay I am the 
Lord's —and another ſhall ſubſcribe with 
his hand unto the Lord. Rom. xv. 6. 
That ye may with one mouth glorify God. 


2. Pro- 


* So that a perſon becomes a member of any parti- 
cular church, by his propoſing or declaring his deſire 
and willingneſs to unite with it in the order of the goſ- 
pel, and to hold communion with it in all its ſpecial 
ordinances ; and by the members of the church ſigni- 
fying their acceptance of the propoſal. And as this 
very tranſaction implies in it the nature of a covenant, 
or mutual compact and flipulation, for all the reſpective 
duties and privileges of that relation: It appears to me 
therefore ſufficient for the purpoſe, without a formal aſ- 
ſent and conſent to a written covenant, 
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2. Profeſſion of the ſame general faith 
and order . PERS as Bae 
a Epheſ. | iv. 5. \ One Lord, one faith, 
1 Cor. i. 10. Theſeech you brethren that 
ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there 
be no divifions amongſt you, but that you 
be perfettly joined together in one mind, 
and one judgment. 2 Cor. . 13. Your 
profeſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
3. Submiſſion to the ſame token of de- 
votion to Chriſt, vig. baptiſm. _ "08 
Epheſ. iv. 5. One baptiſm. Mat. xxviii. 
19. Go teach all nations, baptiging them 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the HolyGhoft. Gal. iii. 27. As 
many as have been baptized into Chriſt, 
have put on Chriſt, Acts viii. 12. 
when they believed, they were baptized, 
both men and women. Acts viii. 36. 
See here is water, what doth hinder me 
to be baptized ? See chap. ii. prop. viii, 
ſect. 3. note. 
C 4. Giving 


* 2, Without ſome tolerable agreement in ſenti- 
ments in reſpect of the ſential articles of the chriſtian 
faith, there can be no proper ſocial unity, and very. lit- 
tle edification and comfort expected in a church rela- 
tion. Though great care ſhould be taken not to impoſe 
unſcriptural terms of communion, or to inſiſt upon a uni- 
formity in every little nicety, about the meer circum- 
ſtances of faith and worſhip; for elſe ſome weak, ſin- 
cere conſciences muſt be hurt, or the peace and unity 


of the church be broken. See prop. v. ſect. 3. 
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4. Giving themſelves to the Lord, and 

one another * in the Lord. 

2 Cor. viii. 5. But firſt gave themſelves 
to the Lord, and to us by the will of God. 
Rom. xv. 7. Receive ye one another. 
Acts v. 14. Behevers were added to the 
Lord. 

5. Meeting together at one time and 
place for religious worſhip, as frequently 
and conſtantly as may be convenient and 
neceſſary to anſwer the ends of public reli- 
ion. 
; 1 Cor. xiv. 23. F therefore the whole 
church be come together in one place. 
Heb. x. 25. Not forſaking the aſſembling 
ourſelves together as the manner of ſome 
15. 


V. The gſence of church-fellowſhip lies, 
in partaking of the ſame ſpirit and grace of 
Chriſt ſtanding in the ſame relation to 
him enjoying his ſpiritual preſence in the 
ſame ordinances --- performing the ſame 


common duties, with unity of heart and 


affection 


* That is, they profeſs to devote themſelves to the 
ſervice of God, and profeſs to receive, and treat one a- 
nother as chriſtians, and brethren in the faith and hope. 
of the goſpel, ; | 


Chap. 2. The eſſence of church-fellowſhip. 19 
affection and in the expectation of the 
ſame glorious immortality *. 
1. In partaking of the ſame ſpirit of 
1 Cor. vi. 17. He that is joined to the 
Lord is one Pri John i: 16. And of 
his fulneſs have all we received, and that 
grace for grace. Rom. viii: 9. Fa 
man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt; he is 
none of his. Iſa. lix. 21. This is my co- 
venant with them, ſaith the —_ my 
ſpirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not 
depart for ever. | 
2. Standing in the ſame relation to him. 
Gal. iii. 28. You are all one in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 1 Cor. xii. 13. For by one 
Spirit wwe are all baptized into one body. 
Rom. Xi. 5. So we being many are one 
body in Chriſſi, and every one members of one 
another. Rom. viii. 17. F children then 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, 
3. Enjoying his ſpiritual preſence, in the 
ſame ordinahces, and performing the ſame 
common duties, with unity of heart. 
1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The cup of bleſſing 
which we bleſs is it not the communion 
of the blood of Chrift ? —The bread which 
we break is it not the communion of the 
| C4 body 


* By eſſence here, I mean the main * and rea- 
ſon on which church fellowſhip depends, and that in 
which it chiefly conſiſteth, or ought to couſiſt. 
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body of Chriſt 9——for we being many are 
one bread and one body; for we are all 
partakers of one bread. Acts ii. 42. And 
they continued ſtedfaſt in the *apoſiles 
doctrine, and fellowſhip, breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. Acts i. 14. They 
all continued with one accord in ſuppli- 
cations and prayers. Acts iv. 32. The 

multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart, and one foul *, Mat. xxviii. 
20. Lo! I am with you alway, even 
 wnto the end of the world. 1 Cor. x. 3, 
4. All eat the ſame ſpiritual meat---all 
drink the ſame ſpiritual drink. 
4. And in the expectation of the ſame 
glorious immortality. 
Epheſ. iv. 5. One hope of your calling. 
Col. i. 27. Chriſt in you the hope of 
glory, 
* And therefore it appears to me that the forms and 
modes of worſhip obſerved in every church, ſhould be 
as plain and ſcriptural as poſſible : that none who are 
weak, yet ſincere, may be embarraſſed and ſtumbled, — 
nor any occaſion of contention and diſcord be admi- 

niftred;—yet on the other hand, none ſhould indulge a 

whimſical nicety about things indifferent ; but all en- 

deavour to practice mutual forbearance and charity ;— 

for though in our preſent ſtate of imperfeCtion it is im- 

poſſible we ſhould be all of one opinion or judgment, in 

every point of religion; yet we may be one in true 
chriſtian condeſcenſion, affettion and love ;— and to that 
our common. relation to Chriſt, participation of his 
ſpirit, and hope of eternal life oblige us. See Ephe/. 


iv. 3, 6. See prop. iv. ſect. 2d, note there, and the 
concluſion, | 
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lory. Tit. ii. 13. Looking for that 

2 hope. Heb. iii. 1. Partakers of 

the heavenly calling. Gal. v. 5. For we 

through the ſpirit wait for the hope of 
righteouſneſs by faith. 


VI. The chief ends of church fellowſhip 
are the preſervation of the faith, worſhip, 
and bleflings of the goſpel in their power 
and purity — The ſupport and encourage- 
ment of the public miniſtry of the word, 
for the converſion of ſinners, and the edifi- 
cation of the ſaints — And the continual 
manifeſtation of the wiſdom, power, grace 
and glory of God by Chriſt in the world. 

1. The preſervation of the faith of the 
goſpel. 

Rom. iii. 2. To them were committed 
the oracles of God. Phil. i. 27. Stri- 
ving together for the faith of the goſpel. 
1 Cor. xi. 2. And keep the ordinances as I 
have delivered them unto you. 

2. The ſupport and encouragement of a 
publick miriſtry, for converſion and edifi- 
cation. | | 

Epheſ. iv. 11. 12. He gave ſome apoſtles 
ſome prophets---ſome paſtors and teach- 
ers for the work of the miniſtry---for the 
edifying the body of Chriſt. Pſal. Lxxxvii. 5. 
And of Zion it ſball be ſaid, This and 
. C 3 tbat 
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that man was born in ber. 1 Pet. i. 23. 
Born, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incor- 
ruptible by the word of God. ver. 25. 
And this is the word, which by the goſpel 
zs preached unto you. 

3. For manifeſting the grace and glory of 

God 1 in the world. 

Ephel. ii. 10. To the intent that now 
might be made known, by the church, the 
manifold wiſdom of God, ver. 21.--- To 
him be glory in the church, by Fe Jas 
Chriſt * *, Rev. 1 1. 20. 


VII. The chief advantages of church fel- 
lowſhip, are drawing near to God in ſpecial 
ordinances,—and that under ſpecial promi- 
ſes of his preſence, and bleſſing, —the having 
many ſpecial obligations and encourage- 
ments to holineſs; from their own ſolemn 
vows and promiſes ; the care, watchfulneſs, 
admonitions, counſels, prayers, example ; 
and all other ſpiritual aſſiſtance of their 
miniſters and fellow members; to which 
they have a ſpecial right and title, to- 
gether with a joint intereſt in all the tempo- 

ral 


* Theſe and many other paſſages of ſcripture, tho' 
ſpoken of the church in general, are applicable to par- 
ticular churches as parts.of the whole, under the ſame 
government and bleſüng; and conſtituted and preſerv- 
ed in a viſible form for the ſame general ends, Rev. 


4. 20. Aud the ſeven caudleflicks are the ſeven churches. 
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ral poſſeſſions of the church, — and ſuch ſup- 
port and relief, as they may through pover- 

at any time have occaſion for, and the 
church is able to give them. | 
1. Drawing near to God in * ſpecial 
_ ordinances. 

Pſal. lviii. 2. To ſee thy power and thy 
glory, fo as I have ſeen thee in the ſanc- 
tuary ; Pſ. Ixxxiv. 4. bleſſed are they that 
duell in thy houſe ; Pf. Ixv. 4. bleſſed is 
the man whom thou cauſeſt to dwell in thy 
court, e ſhall be fatisfied with the 
zodneſs of thy houſe ;---1 Cor. x. 16. 
the cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it 
\ not the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? 
the bread which we break is it not the 

communion of the body of Chriſt ? 

2. Under ſpecial promiſes of his preſence 

and bleſſing. 
Pſal. Ixxxvii. 2. The Lord loveth the 
gates of Zion more than all the dwellings 
of Jacob, v. 5.---The higheſt himſelf ſhall 
eftabliſh her, Iſa. lix. 21. My ſpirit, and 
C 4 my 


* The more ſpecial ordinances under the goſpel, are 
baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, and church diſcipline ; whicks 
properly belong only to ſuch as more particularly and 
ſolemnly devote themſelves to God in church commu- 
nion.— The reſt ſuch as hearing the word, public prayer 
and praiſe, belong to all in common that are willing to 
attend them; being the appointed means of their in- 
ſtruction in, and converſion to the faith and holineſs of 
the goſpel. a 
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my word ' ſhall not depart out of thee :--= 
Mat. xvii. 20, For where #990 or three 
are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midſt of them. Pſal. cxxxii. 
I 5. 1 will abundantly bleſs her proviſions, 
and ſatisfy her poor with bread, Pal, 
xcii. 13, 14. Thoſe that be planted in the 
houſe of the Lord ſhall flouriſh in the 

. courts of our God ;---they ſhall bring 
forth fruit in old age they ſhall be fat 
and flouriſhing, Jer. xxiii. 4. 1 will ſet 

epherds over them that ſhall feed them ; 
neither ſhall they be lacking, ſaith the 
Lord, Pf. cxxxu, 13. For the Lord 
hath choſen Zion, he hath defired it for 
his habitation. 2 Cor. vi. 16. For ye are 
the temple of the Irving God, as God hath 
ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them, &c. Epbeſ. ii. 21, 22. 
3- Special obligations to holineſs. 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God? if any man defile the 
temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy : for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
arc. chap. v1. 19. 
From their own ſolemn yows and pro- 
mite 
Judges xi. 35. I have opened my mouth 
to the Lord. and cannot go back —Pſ. 
Ivi. 12 Thy vows are upon me O God : 1 


will render praiſes unto thee. See Deut. 
| XX111. 


Chap. 2. Advantages of church fellowſhip. 2 5 
© Xx1ll, 21, 22. Pf. Ixxvi. 11.---2 Tim. 
ii. 19. Let him that nameth the name of 


Jeſus depart from iniquity. Rom. vi. 


4 The ſpiritual aſſiſtance of their mini- 
ſters and fellow members. 
Jer. iii. 15. And I will give you paſtors 
which ſhall feed you with knowledge and 
underſtanding. James v. 16. Pray for 
one another ;--the effeftual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. Heb. 
x. 24. Conſider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works, Pf, cxli. 5. 
Let the righteous [mite me it ſhall be a 
kindneſs ;---let him reprove me it ſhall be 
an excellent oil. 
6. Joint intereſt in the churches poſſeſ- 
ſions, and charitable relief when needed. 
Acts ii. 44, 45. All that believed were 
together and had all things in common, * 
and ſold their goods and poſſeſſions, and 
parted them to all men, as every man had 
need. -Mat. xxvi. 11. 1? have the poor 
always with you. Gal. ii. 10. We re- 


member the poor, 
VIII. The 


* This common intereſt ow muſt not be underſtood 
of private property, but only of ſuch eſtates, and poſ- 
ſeſſions as belong to the church, as a body or ſociety. 
See note chap. v. prop. I. and that no farther than the 
public uſes and advantages ariſing therefrom, 
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VIII. The chief work and bufineſs of a 
church, lies in a due regard to the ordinan- 
ces of divine worſhip, and godly diſcipline. 
Rev. xxit. 9. Worſhip God. Epheſ. iii. 
21. To him be 7 1 in the church. 1 
Cor. xiv. 26, 40. Let all things be done 
to ediſying.— Aecently and in order. 

I. Divine worſhip in the church conſiſt- 
eth, —in prayer with thankſgiving, ---ſing- 
ing the praiſes of God,---due adminiſtration 
of, and attendance upon the word and ſa- 
craments,---and contributions to the neceſ- 
fity of the ſaints.--- 

1. Prayer with thankſpgiving.--- 

1 Tim. i. 1. That firſt of all ſupplica- 
tions, prayers and giving of thanks be 
made for all men. 1Tim. ii. 8. Twill that 
men pray every where. Acts i. 14. Theſe 
all continued with one accord, with 8 
and ſupplication. Phil. iv. 6. By prayer 

and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, 2 
your requeſt be known unto God. C.1. 
14. Offer unto God thankſgiving. Acts 
xii. 5. But prayer was made of the church. 

2. Singing the praiſes of God.--- 

Pſ. xcv. 1. O come let us ſing unto the 
Lord. Pf. cxlix. 1. Sing unto the Lord 
a new ſong, in the congregation of ſaints. 
Epheſ. v. 19. Speaking to your ſelves in 
hpſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, 
finging and making melody in your hearts 

40 
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to the Lord. So Col. iii. 16. Mat. xxvi. 

30. And when they had ſung an hymn. 
3. Attendance upon the due adminiſtra- 


tion of the word and ſacraments *. 
28 Mat. 


* That baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, are divine in- 
ſtitutions deſigned to continue through all the ages of 
the church in this world, mu, one would think, plain- 
ly appear to every conſiderate unprejudiced reader of the 

criptures. | 

1. As to baptiſm. This rite was practiſed by John 
the Baptiſt at the firſt opening of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
to ſignify the free remiſſion of fins, to all true penitents 
through faith in the Meſſiah; compare Mat. iii. 6, 7. 
with As ji. 38. Chrift himſelf ſubmitted to this rite, 
as adminiſtred by John; not indeed with the ſame 
views, or to the ſame ends, with others ; but as point- 
ing out by his example, the duty of chriſtians in gene- 
ral le alſo gave his miniſters, a commiſſion and or- 
der, to baptizgs all the nations they taught, Mat. xxviii. 19. 
and from John iii. 5. compared with As ii. 38, 41. 
chap. viii. 12. Heb. x. 22. 1 Cor. vi. 11. It appears that 
being baptized was the common token of ſubjection to 
Chriſt and neceſſary to a regular entrance into his vi- 
fible church: And that this was underſtood of water 

baptiſm, is plain from the practice of the apoſtles and 
primitive miniſters. See As viii. 36, 37, 38. and As 
x. 47, 48. where water baptiſm is ſpoken of, as appli- 
cable to thoſe who had received (or been baptized with) 
the Haly Gheſt before, and for that reaſon. And if 
this was to be practiſed in all nations where the goſpel 
was received, as our Lord declares; it muſt neceſſaril 
be a ſtanding inſtitution in the church.—And this will 
farther appear if we conſider that its reaſons, /ignifica= 
tions and ſes, are in the main always the = ; ſuch as 
pardon an * Acts ii. 38. 4s xxii. 16. 1 Pet, 
lil. 20, 21. Heb. x. 22. Union and communion with 
Chriſt, and participation of his ſpitit. 1 Cor, xii. 13, 14. 
our 
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Mat. xvi. 15. Go preach the goſpel to 
every creature. Mat. xxviii. 19. Go teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 


of the father, &c. Mat. xiii, 43. Who 
bath ears to hear let him hear. Acts xii. 
15, 16, 38, 44. After the reading 
| the 


our ſubjeftion to him Gal. iii. 27. the likeneſs of his 
death and reſurrection, and our intereſt therein. Rom. 
Vi. 4, 8. 

24. As to the Lord's Supper, —he himſelf intimates 
that our eating and drinking therein is to be conſidered 
as an act of religious worſhip, being performed with 
prayer and thankſgiving, and a particular remembrance 
of him, and eſpecially his death. Zuke xxii. 19. And 
this the apoſtle ſays he received of the Lord to deliver to 
the churches, and deſcribes the management of it. 1 
Cor. xi. 23.— calls it the Lord's Supper, v. 20. ſays it is 
deſigned to ſhew forth, i. e. preſerve the lively remem- 
brance of the Lord's death amongſt his people 'til he 
come, v. 26.— That the communion of the bread and 
wine /ignifies, our participation of the benefits of his 
death, conſidered as a ſacrifice offered to God once for 
all, to take away our fins, and give life to our ſouls ; 
and that we are devoted to the ſervice, and made 
partakers of the favour of that God to whom it was 
offered. 1 Cor. x. 16, 18. He commands the Corin- 
thians to keep the ordinances, particularly this, of which 
he was then ſpeaking, 1 Cor. xi. 2. as he had delivered 
them. And. 'tis evident that the reaſons, ends, and 
benefits of this appointment, as much concern chriſti- 
ans in one, as in another age of the church ; eſpecially 
the latter ages, as being more remote from the great 
tranſaction therein remembered and celebrated. And 
it does alſo as particularly concern one church as ano- 
ther, for the apoſtle wrote not only to the Corinthians, 
but to all that call upon the name of the Lord Feſus. 1 Cor. 


1. 2. 
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the law and the prophets,---Paul ood up 


and ſaid,---through this man is preached . 


unto you forgiveneſs of fins and the 
next ſabbath day came almoſt the whole 
city together, to ; Wo the word of God. 
Luke xxii. 19. This do in remembrance 
of me. 1 Cor. xl. 26. As oft as — 
this bread, and drink this 0d Je do 

the Lord's death till he come. 

4. And contributions to the neceſſities of 


the ſaints. 


Heb. xiii. 16. To communicate forget not, 
for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now concern- 
ing the collection for the ſaints,---upon 
The firſt day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in flore.— Acts x. 4. 

Thy prayers and thy alms are come up for 
a memorial before God. | 


II. Godly diſcipline, confiſteth in due 


execution of the laws of Chriſt, given tb the 
church, relative to the appointment of its 
officers.---The reception, government, and 
excluſion of its members, and the decent 
management of all its affairs to its edifi- 
cation.--- 


All which, with ſeveral other particulars, 


will be conſidered in the next chapter. 


CR AT: 


CHAP. III. 


Some obſervations and rules relative 
to the power, officers at duties of a 
chriſtian church. 


I. HAT every particular church, 

rightly conſtituted, hath within 
it ſelf full power and authority from the 
Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, for the exerciſing all 
eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, rule and govern- 
ment, and putting in execution all the laws 


of Chriſt, neceſſary to its own edification *. 
Heb. 


* 1. This right and power of particular churches 
atiſes from the very nature of their conſtitution, or 
their being free and voluntary ſocieties.— And this 
power is neceſſary to every particular church for its 
preſervation, and continuance in the form of a ſo- 
Ciety. | 
2 No church power, or authority, can abſolve or 
excuſe any from the obedience due to magiſtrates, and 
the juſt laws of their country, nor any way interfere 
with the ſame. Though when thoſe Mor rows and 
Jaws incroach upon the natural rights of conſcience, 
we ought to obey God rather than man, Rom. xiii. I. 
Acts iv. 19. 

3. No church has any power from Chriſt, to pu- 
niſh the bodies, ſeize the property, or impriſon the 


perſons of offenders; or to impoſe any thing _ 
the 
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Heb. iii. 6. Cbriſt as a ſon in bis own 
houſe. Ephel. i. 20, 22. The head of all 
things to the church. Mat. xviii. 1 5, 16; 

&c. 


the conſciences of any of it's members. The autho- 
rity of ſuch ſocieties conſiſting only in brotherly ad- 
monition, and reproof, or at moſt ſeparation from the 
ſpecial privileges of church fellowſhip with them- 
elves z—as is evident from the whole tenor of the rules 
and laws Chriſt has — them, and from the practice 
of the primitive chriſtians. Vet, 

4. As there are ſeveral circumſtantial and inciden- 
tal things, concerning the time, place, manner, &c. 
of worſhip, and the management of the meer externals 
of religion, not expreſsly provided for by Jeſus Chriſt, 
but left to human determination, and the prudential 
application of the general rule.—Let all things be dont 
decently and in order, to edification 5 it . fol- 
lows, that churches have a power of preſcribing to 
themſelves ſuch particular methods, forms and rules, 
reſpecting theſe things, as they judge moſt agreeable to 
that general rule, and the ends propoſed in it.—And 
accordingly we read in the apoſtle's time of the cu/tom 
of the churches, 1 Cor. xi. 16, — Though no church 
has a power of binding ſuch forms, &c. upon the con- 
ſciences of thoſe that think differently about them. 

5. But this power does not appear to me from the 
ſcriptures, to be given to the b:/hops or elders, without 
the people, or to the people, without the biſhops or el- 
ders, but to the whole body, though an executive power, 
muſt, if there be any order, be neceſlarily lodged with 
the biſhops or elders, by conſent of the church. See 
chap. iii. prop. vii. ſec. 2. note, and prop. viii. And 
that this was the ſtate of the church with reſpect to 
the power of the people even in the third century, ap- 
pears from many paſſages in the epiſtles of Cyprian, ' 
particularly. Epiſt. 14. ſef?. 4. p. 33. Rp. of Oxford's 
edis. and epiſt. 67. ſect. 2. page 171, 172, 
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&c. If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt 
thee tell him alone (a) ;---1f he neglect to 
hear thee, take one or two more; if he 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
CHURCH (b) i, he neglect to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an heath- 
en man and a publican.--Whatſoever ye 
bind (c) on earth ſhall be bound in hea- \ 
ven; and whatſoever ye looſe on earth 
ſhall be logſed in heaven ;---for where two 
or three are gathered together in my name 
there am I in the midſt of them. Acts 
XV. 22, 25.,---[t pleaſed the apoſtles and 
_ elders with the whole church, to ſend | 
_ choſen men, faying, it ſeemed good unto  -* 
us, aſſembled with one accord, &c. 1 Cor. | 
v. 4. In the name of the Lord Jeſus, | 
when ye | the church of Corinth] are ga- 
thered together, to deliver ſuch a one to 
Satan (d). 2 Theſ. iii. 6. We com- 
mand you brethren that ye withdraw | 1 
your ſelves from every brother that walk- 
eth diſorderly. Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. He 
gave ſome apoſtles,---prophets,---paſtors, 
=-=-teachers for the edifying the body of 
Chriſt. Acts vi. 3. Bretheren look ye 


out from among ſi you ſeven men, &c. 


(a) This procedure of telling the offending brother 
of his offence alone, ſeems only to reſpeet ſuch offences 
as may happen between man and man, or ſuch fins 


againſt 


— 
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II. Notwithſtanding the independency of 
particular churches, it is oftentimes neceſſary 
or at leaſt prudent for them, in order to the 
promoting the common intereſt of religion, 
their own mutual comfort, purity, and edi- 
fication, to hold ſpecial correſpondence, and 
the communion of ſaints with each other, 
and unite their counſel by the ſocial meet- 
ing of their reſpective e/ders and meſſengers 
| ” by 

againſt God as are known to the offended brother, but 


not to others; and therefore muſt not be made a rule 
for more public offences. 


(b) By the church here ſome will have it we are to 
underſtand the ſanhedrim, or ſome public court of ci- 
vil judicature, which if the offender would not regard, 
he might be proſecuted in the Roman courts as if he 
was a meer heathen ; and conſequently that this was 
a rule for the conduct of the diſciples at that preſent 


time only, and not for the conduct of a chri/tian church, 


which they ſay had no exiſtence when this rule was 
given,—I o which it may be reply'd, That this is a 
very unwarrantable interpretation of the word «xxay2ia 
in the caſe and circumſtances before us.— That it is 
very improbable Chriſt ſhould give his diſciples a rule 
in reſpect of an ceconomy that was juſt going to ceaſe. 
But that it was no unuſual thing with him to ſpeak 
proleptically, or by way of anticipation, ,or give rules 
for the after conduct of his diſciples, as he evidently 
does in the 18th and following verſes. — 'That the 
power of the church here is at moſt rejection from 
their communion or brotherly relation, which does 
not agree with the nature of a civil court of judica- 


ture: And that as this paſſage is ſo evidently connect- 


ed with the 18th and following verſes, the whole ap- 
pears a very clear, conſiſtent and important declara- 
tion of the power and authority given to a chriſtian 


- hure hy 
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by agreement; provided they afſume no 
arbitrary juriſdiction, or deciſive power and 
authority over any particular churches, or 
perſons, nor attempt any thing prejudicial 
to, or inconſiſtent with, their juſt rights and 

liberties, 
Acts xv. 2, 22. They (of Antioch) de- 
termin:d that Paul and Barnabas, and 
others, 


church, and a rule for the exerciſe of it, for its purity 
and edification. Though ſuppoſing this, I don't ſee 
that any church can from hence claim a power of ex- 
communication againſt its members, for any diffe- 
rences amongſt them, where only human frailty, and 
not real immorality appears, as is too often the caſe. 
See Dr. Doaddridge's note on this text, in his Fam. 


£xpoſ. 

151 As to the power -4 binding and locſing, if it be 
underſtood of the church's cenſures, it can mean no 
more, I apprehend, than that fo far as they are agree- 
able to the will of Chriſt and his laws, 4 will own 
them for the ends of their appointment. 

(4) By delivering to ſatan, I ſuppoſe, ſome reference 
may be had to the puniſhment peculiar to thoſe mira- 
culous times and powers given to the church, or its 
extraordinary officers at leaſt ; (compare Act. v. I—11. 
chap. xiii. 6, &c, 1 Cor. iv. 21. 2 Cor. x. 6, 8. chap. 
Xiii. 10.) But as the world lying in wickedneſs from 
which the church is ſeparated, is in a ſenſe the king- 
dom of fatan, ſo when any one is ſeparated from the 
church, he is conſequently return'd again to the world 
or kingdom from whence he came; and in that re- 
ſpect may be ſaid to be delivered to ſatan ; which is juſt 
the ſame thing as what our Lord calls, his being to us 
as an heathen man and a publican.— Though ſtill he is 
to be treated with all chriſtian compaſſion, and as ha- 
ving a right to all natural and civil duties and re- 
ſpect. See more chap, iii. under the head of Excom- 
munication. | | 
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others, ſhould go to Jeruſalom; and it 
pleaſed the apoſtles, and elders, and the 
whole church [at Jeruſalem] to ſend 
choſen men to Aftioch—upon the queſ- 
tion about circumciſion * &c, Phil i. 
27. Striving together for the faith of the 
goſhel. 1 Theſ. it. 14. For ye, brethren, 
became followers of the churches in Jude. 


III. That there be ſome, one or more in 
every particular church, inveſted with offi- 
cial power, is neceſſary, and of divine ap- 
pointment, for the due adminiſtration of the 
word and ſacraments; the maintaining due 
order in the church, and due execution of 


the laws of Chriſt **. 
_—__ +; Mah 


Thus in effect there was a /ymdal aſſembly, or 
Aſſociation, held by the meſſengers, delegates, or de- 
puties of the two firſt chriſtian churches; one of Jews 
from 1 the other of Gentiles from Antioch; 
which I ſhould think is ſufficient to. authorize ſome 
ſpecial communion of churches for advice and coun- 
ſel. 

** As ſome official power and authority, is of di- 
vine appointment, to continue in the church, till the 
whole be perfected ; ſo there muſt of neceſſity be a 
ſucceſſion of perſons qualified for it and inveſted with 
it.— But which ſucceſſion, as to what is eſſential to it, 
appears to me to depend intirely upon the preſence of 
Chriſt; and the gifts and graces of his Spirit; the 
force of his laws, always continued in the church ; 
and ſuch an orderly exerciſe of the power he has given 


it, for the appointment and conſtitution of ſuch qua- 
lied 


36 Officers of a church, who chooſe, Chap. 3} 
Mal. ii 7. The prieſts lips ſhould keep 
knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law at 
his mouth : for he 1s the meſſenger of the 
Lord of hojts. Prov. xxix. 18. Where 
there is no viſion the people . 
Rom. x, 14. How ſhall they hear with- 
out a preacher? Epheſ. iv. 11, 1a, 
| He gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, 
and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors 
and teachers for the work of the mini- 
try. 1 Cor. xii. 28. And God hath ſet 
in the church firſt apoſtles ſecondarily 
prophets— Thirdly teachers, helps, go- 
vernments. Acts vi. 3. Men whom we 
may appoint over this buſineſs [of ſerving 
tables.] Tit. 1. 5. That thou ſhouldeſt ordain 
elders in every city as I had appointed 
thee. 2 Tim. it. 2. The ſame commit 
thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able 
alſo to teach others. 


lified perſons, as its condition and circumſtances will 
admit; and which is as real and effectual in every 
particular church, as in the whole body, as to the ends 
of their particular edification, Epheſ. iv. 11, 16. And 
therefore as to the popiſh notion of an uninterrupted 
perſonal formal conveyance of that power, from one 


officer to another, in ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, it has + 


no foundation as I can find in ſcripture, or the nature 
and reaſon of the conſtitution of a goſpel church ; and 
is attended with ſuch darkneſs, and abſolute uncertainty, 
as is quite inconſiſtent with the ends of the appoint- 
ment, and the faith and hope of the people of God. 


2. Nothing 
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no church officer has any abſolute legi 


poſing e N him by Chriſt. See prop. i. note 4. 
prop. vii. '{ 


IV. That every particular church has a 
right of chuſing their own officers . 

Acts xiv. 23. And when they bad or- 

dained them (xtigdſ orncaiſes, i. e. appoint- 

ing with the ſuffrage of the people) 

"4 ' elders 


2. Nothing can be more evident, than that in eve- 
ry church rightly conſtituted, there muſt be (under 
Chriſt) ſome one at leaſt, appointed to rule, conſe- 
quently the reſt muſt be ruled. — The rulers are ſuch by 
office—to them pertains the regular execution ONLY of 
the laws of Chriſt. And ſo far as their adminiſtration 

rees with the word of God, the reſt are bound to 


obey, Heb. xiii. 17.— Though not to the prejudice of 


the "rights of conſcience and private 4 — 
ative or in- 


. 1, note 1. and el ewhere. 
3. It is to be wiſhed, that thoſe churches, who al- 
low themſelves to continue long without a ſettled mini- 
amongſt them, would ſeriouſly conſider, how 
clearly the ſcriptures, cited under this propoſition, not 
only point out its utility and importance, but prove it 
a divine N with which it muſt be very wrong 
and dangerous to triflle.— For though they may have 


. occaſional ſupplies, yet they have no right to expect 


the like meaſure of the divine preſence and bleſſing 


from them, as from a ſettled miniſtry ; nor indeed any 
- blefling at all, if they uſe the former tq the /inful neg- 


lect of the latter. — And how often is it found that 


hearing a variety begets confuſion and diſcord ; or at 


leaſt a weak fondneſs for novelty, and a vague and 


: unſteady conduct in religion? which renders their fu- 


ture ſettlement more difficult, and hazardous; keeps 
the well-diſpoſed from their communion, and fo eve- 
ry way weakens their intereſt and haſtens their ruin. 


* 
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elders in every church. Acts vi + "i 


Brethren, look ye out from amongſt you 
ſeven men of honeſt report. --- And be 
faying pleaſed the multitude, and the 
choſe Stephen, &c. a 
V. That 


* 1. If the people have the power of election, in 
the leſs important office of a deacon, wherein their 
temporal intereſt is the principal concern, much more 
in that of a &4:hop, elder, or paſtor, which ſo nearly 
affects their ſpiritual and eternal concern. And if the 
inſpired apeſties paid this regard to the natural rights 
and liberties of the people, one would think there was 
ſtil! more reaſon for us to do ſo. From Acts xi. 22. 
and 2 Cor. viii. 19, 23, it alſo appears that the people 
choſe extraordinary miniſters, who therefore were call- 


ed the apoſtles of the. churches (for ſo the word aworanc 
might have been rendered.) And indeed even Mat- 


thias was elected to the apoſtolic office by the ſuffrage 
2 CR Acts i. 1b. 23. See Op. ep. 67. Bp. 

W. ed. | | 

2. The word (x#eJww) amongſt the Greeks, often, 
though not akvays, denotes a popular choice to office, or 
ſome particular ſervice. So 2 Cor. viii. 19. x#eolombes 
cams | wy ezx72,0u9% . e. Choſen of the churches. So De- 
2292 1. Phil. uli Cuan; ul Ons tigcborncœilig av oy, ho e. nei- 
ther the ſenate nor the people chuſing him. St. Ignat. ep. 
ad Philad. ſays, memo» 55 0puy, we ααπ⏑ÿe Jew, xagolom- 
ons dixrowy rn; do mprobeuon gu Sew Te:oCua:, i. e. It be- 
Comes you, as church of God, ts chuſe a miniſter to per- 
form divine ſervice there (at Antioch). And thus the 
word yew, Act. xiv. 23. Though it is properly 
render'd erdain'd, as more particularly reſpecting the 
act of Barnabas and Saul; yet it may alſo include the 
choice and conſent of the people. | 

3. Even St. Cyprian, who lived in the middle of the 
third century, and had no mean opinion of the _ 

O 


* 
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V. That the ordinary officers of a church 

are (at leaſt) b:/hops (ſometimes called p 

f tors and elders) and deacons &. | 

| | | bs wild 1 Tim. 


of the clergy, ſpeaks in the plaineſt terms of the peo- 
ples power in the elections of their biſhops, Ep. 68. 
See?, 1. of the Bp. of Oxford's edit. ——Epiſcopo de Dei 
7 judicio, & cleri & plebis ſuffragio ordinate, i. e. Or- 
.  dained biſhop by the will of God, and the ſuffrage of the 
the clergy, and the people. Ep. 38. ſet. 1. In ordina- 
tionibus clericis, fratres cariſſimi, ſolemus vos ante conſu- 
lere, i. e. In our miniſterial ordinations, we uſed, dear 
brethren, fir/t to conſult you. See allo 75 67. ſect. 2. 

* 1. As to the teachers mentioned Epheſ. iv. 10. 
See alſo Rom. xii. 7. whether they were the ſame with 
the paſtors, or of a different order, and if ſo wherein 
the difference lies, is hard to determine ; but I rather 
think the Apoſtle intends either the t&tors and cate- 
chifts in private ſchools, or elſe the meer preachers of 
the word, or perhaps both ; but neither of which had 
any peftoral, or ruling power or authority, in any par- 
ticular church as ſuch, but were miniſters to the 
church at large. 

2. As to ruling elders, not paſtors or miniſters of the 
word, 1t appears to me doubtful whether they are ne- 
ceſſary by divine appointment, at leaſt to all churches ; 
for, we find the word elder and biſbop (or overſeer) 
uſed promiſcuouſly to denote one and the ſame office 
in ſeveral places, as Acts xx. 17. They who are call- 
ed elders, are verſe 28. called oveyſeers (or biſhops.) So 
Tit. i. 5, 6. compared with 1 Pet. i. 2. {where «wio- 
xomeyls; refers to the 4 office.) And the epiſtle 
to the Philipians, is addreſſed to the ſaints there, with 
the b;/bops and deacons, without any mention of elders. 
The like may be obſerved, in the apoſtles direction 
to Timothy about church officers; and it is evident 
that there are many churches that have no occaſion 

; for 
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1 Tim. iii. 1, 10. The office of a biſhop=-of a 
deacon. Phil. 1. 1. 22755 Fr v — . 
lippi, with the biſhops and deatons. 
Acts xx. 17. He called the elders of the 

| | church, 


for ſuch an fic, as diftin from that of the paſtgral. 
Yet on the other hand it may be urged, that in the 
nature of things, there ſeems to be as real an occaſion 
for ſich an office in the larger churches, to aſſiſt the 
paſtor in government, as that of deacons, to aſſiſt him 
in the care of the poor. And we read of helps-govern- 
"ments—as diſtinct from paſtors and teachers, 1 Gor. xii. 
28. Rom. xii. 7, 8. Elders alſo are mentioned Acts xv. 
2. 4. 6. 22. as concerned with the apoſtles in mana- 
ging the affairs of the church. And 1 Tim. v. 12. 
will bear an interpretation to the ſame purpoſe. 
Though after all, I muſt confeſs it is my preſent opi- 
nion that the office of a meer ruling elder, has no cer- 
tain foundation in ſcripture — And as to an epiſcopal 
order, or juriſdiction, ſuperior to that of elders, I can- 
not find any thing like it in the ſcripture account of the 
matter. Acts xx. 17. 28. 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. Phil. i. 1. 
are, to me, demonſtrations to the contrary. See alſo 
Dr. Whitby's notes on thoſe texts. And I may here 
add, that Clemens Rom. ſpeaks of biſhops and elders, as one 
and the ſame ſort of perſons, and of the ſame office and 
order. For in his firſt Ep. ad Cor. chap. 42. ſpeak- 
ing of the ordination of church officers, he mentions 
only biſhops and deacons, raliravor Ta; aHννE avluy--- ts 
eine x Araxorc, j, e. They (i. e. the apoſtles) or- 
anined the firſt fruits of their miniſiry, for biſpops and 
" deacons, whom, chap. 57. he calls elders, vrt Toi; 
* mee7Culegors, i. e. Be ye ſubject to the preſbyters or elders. 
And chap. 1. of that epiſt. vadlaoooyoau ro ny 
ow. Be ye ſubject to thiſe who have the rule over you. 
Like that of the apoſtle Heb, xii, 7. 17. which ſcems 


to 
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| Church, and ſaid to them Tate heed to 
the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt has 
made you overſeers (or biſhops) and feed 
the church. 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. The elders 1 


exhort 


to imply, they had more rulers in their church than 
one, and that they were what he elſewhere calls li- 
ſhops and elders. And chap. 54. he ſpeaks of preſbyters 
ſet over the flock of Chriſt— 70 W 9 ũ rior—jhcla ros u - 
H wgeoeuligay—It muſt be acknowledg'd indeed that 
St. Ignatius, who lived in the apoſtolick times, and 
preſided in the church of Antioch, mentions biſhops and 
elders as diſtinct. Epiff ad Epheſ. chap. 2. vwdlzooa- 
p46104 $T4x070 x, Wet diigo, i. e. Be 2 to the biſhops 
and preſbytery— And chap. 4. l - röoe TUINp p40 Ad 
Tw ten %⁰ð Wy dpd vage, 1, e. the preſbytery 0 fitted to 
the biſhops, as the ſtrings to the harp.— The like he ſays 
in many other places. — But even from him we cannot 
learn, of 2 certainty, any more than that ſome of the 
larger churches (ſuch as Epheſus) had ſeveral preſby- 
ters or biſhops.—That one of them uſually preſided, 
and was therefore called, by way of diſtinction, the 
BISHOP, (and jometimes weorrw;, prafes, preſident, vid. 
Juſt. Mart. Apol. 2. p. 97.—) But that the other 
preſbyters were ſtill his equals, as to order and office, 
and his callegues or joint paſtors and rulers of the church 
with him (called wporewwn, 1 Theſ. v. 12.) And 
that this b;/hop and his presbyters had the care and 
charge but of one chriſtian ſociety, who uſually met in 
one place of public worſhip, and received the Lord's 
2 at one table. Vid. his Ep. ad. Philiad. chap. 3. 
n 

And it may be farther obſerved, 

3. That the firſt mention we have of elders in the 
chriſtian church, is Acts xi. 30. who (as thoſe men- 
tioned Acts xv. 4.) might not be ſo entitled from any 

| ſpecial 


4 
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 exhort—Peed the flock of Gad === taking 
the overſight thereof (emer) wil- 
lingly. Tit. i. 5, 6, 7. Ordain elders--- 
if any be_blameleſs---for. a biſhop muſt be 
blameleſs. 
VI. The 


ſpecial office they had in the church, but from their 
age, or as to ſome of them, becauſe of their being wit- 
neſſes choſen by Chriſt, to ſee and teſtify his ſufferings 
and glory, 1 Pet. v. 1. And as to others of them, 
becauſe of their being the fir? fruits of the goſpel- 
miniſtry, and therefore of ſpecial eſtimation in the 
church, as is intimated 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. Theſe 
elders, * under the apoſtles and evangeliſts, and in 
their abſence, would naturally have the affairs of the 
churches to which they belonged, ſubmitted to their 
management and care, until ſome more particular re- 
gulations could be thought on, and particular officers 
appointed, ſuch as b:/hops and deacons; and who would 
naturally be choſen from amongſt theſe elders—which 
agrees with what the apoſtle hints, 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. 
and with what Clemens declares, 1 Ep. ad Cor. ch. 42. 
before quoted. So that it is by ſome very much queſ- 
tioned whether, in the apoltolic times, there were 
any ordained To BE elders, or inveſted with any office 
under that name. Tis ſaid indeed, Acts xiv. 23. that 
the apoſtles ordained elders be. —But then it may 
be underſtood of thoſe who were elders before, in the 
ſenſe above; whom they ordained to be Dipps or 
deacons as the caſe required. So Tit. i. 5, 6. is ex- 
ow 1 Tim. iii. 1. 6. and chap. v. 17. See 
r. Benſon's efſay on the ſettlement of the primitive 
churches, part 1, To the peruſal of which I (princi- 
pally) owe this note. 

4. I will here add a note, which ſhou'd have been 
introduced a little before, viz. that (it appears to _ 
| | 4 
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VI. The officers: of a church ſhould be 
qualified for called and appointed unto— 
and ſignify their willing acceptance of their 
office, before they enter upon the exerciſe 
of it. r Kr Ee 
1. They are to be duly qualified for their 
office. | | N 
1 Tim. i. 7. The apoſtle condemns 
ſome, for deſiring fo be teachers---un- 
derſtanding neither what they ſay, nor 
. whereof they affirm. Pſal. I. 16. But 
unto the wicked God ſaith, What haſt 
thou to do to declare my ſlatutes? 
1 Tim. v. 22. Lay hands ſuddenly on no 


f Man. 
The 


the original of all official power in the church is in 
Chriſt the /upreme head, and only law-giver to it, 
That ſome ſpecial particular qualifications, - (beſides 
common natural or acquired abilities and grace) are ne- 
ceſſary to all ſuch power in the church. — That a re- 
lar call and appointment to office is alſo neceſſa 
to the orderly and authoritative exerciſe of thoſe qua- 
lifications, to the edification of the church, which is 
the end of their being beſtawed, Epheſ. iv. 11, 12. 
That Chriſt himſelf will take care to heſtow thoſe 
qualifications as long as he has a church in tht world, 
more or leſs, as he ſees proper. And that the out- 
ward call, or choice of qualified perſons, he has left 
to his chureh, and their inveſtiture, to paſtors or el- 
ders. This note contains the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all I have ſaid concerning the nature, derivation, ſuc- 
ceſſion, and uſe of eccleſiaſtical power in the church 
and its officers. 
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The qualification of a biſhop or elder. | 
1 Tim. iii. 2, 8. Tit. i. 6, 9. A biſhop 
muſt be blameleſs, the huſband of one 
wife * juſt, holy, * * vigilant, 
ſober, well behaved, hoſpitable, apt to 
teach, not given to wine, no ſlriker, pa- 
tient, not a brawler, not ſoon angry, not 
Self-will'd, not greedy of filthy lucre, or 
covetous; but one that ruleth well his 
own houſe ;—having faithful children in 
ſubjection, and not accuſed of riot or un- 
'ruly ; not a novice, [in religion, or a new 
convert] having a good report of thoſe 


Wwith- 


* The husband of one wife, i. e. neither guilty of 
- polygamy (i. e. having ſeveral wives at once) nor of 
divorce, or the taking a ſecond wife before the death 
of the firſt; evils too common in thoſe times, both 
with Jews and Gentiles; and however borne with 
before the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, were never- 
theleſs ſins againſt the divine inſtitution of marriage 
and therefore eminently culpable, and ſcandalous, in a 
perſon who claimed fo ſacred and exemplary a charac- 
ter, as that of a biſhop or preſident of a chriſtian church. 
And as this is ſo natural and eaſy an interpretation of 
the words, ſupported by critics and expoſitors of the 
greateſt abilities, tis ſurprizing that ſuch ingenious 
and learned writers as hi/fton, Hallett, and others, 
ſhould conclude from hence, that the apoſtle made 
the marrying a ſecond wife, after the death of the fir/t, 
inconſiſtent with the character and office of a chriſtian 
biſhop ; eſpecially as the apoſtle elſewhere allows of 
ſecond marriages, Rom. vii. 2. 1 Cor. vii. 8, 9, 17, 
27, 28, 29. And there may be as many juſt and good 
: reaſons for a ſecond marriage as the firſt, See Drs. 
Deaaridge and Benſon on the place. 
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without (i. e. the world) a lover of good, 
eb men] holding faſt the faithful word, as 

hath been taught, that he may be able 
by ſound doctrine, both to Nen and to 
convince gainſayers. 
The qualifications of a deacon, 
1 Tim. iii. 8, 12. The deacons muſt be 
grave, not double tongued | diavoyes, i. e. 
deceitful, ſaying and unſaying | not given 
to much wine, not gr of filthy lucre, 
holding fal the myſtery of faith in a pure 
conſcience ; and let theſe alſo firſt be 
proved, and then let them uſe the office of 
a deacon, being found blameleſs—even ſo 
muſt their wives be grave, not flanderers, 
ſober, faithful in all things; let the 
deacons be the huſband of one wife, ruling 
their children and __ own bouſes well. 
Acts vi. eſt report, 0 
the Holy rg an 2 . 
2. They are to be * called to their work, 
by the grace and providence of God, and the 
election and approbation of the church. 
Heb. 


®, iſt. In what follows, the reader will eaſily diſtin- 
guiſh what is applicable to the paſtor, what to the 
deacon, and, what to both in common. 

2. In order to a regular call to the miniſtry, there 
ſhould be a due meaſure of thoſe gifts and graces, 
Chriſt has preſcribed, and beſtows, as qualifications for 
it; a fincere and voluntary inclination, and ſelf- dedi- 


cation to it; thoſe qualifications, and that inclination, 
ſhou'd 


5 
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Heb. v. 4. No man taketh this honour to 
himſelf, but he that is called of Gad, as 
was Aaron. Rom. x. 1 5.--A1d how ſhall 

they preach except they be ſent ? Acts vi. 

3 5. Look ye out ſeven men;—and they 

Stephen, &c. 2 Tum. tt. 2. What things 

thou baſt heard the ſame commit to faith- 
ju men, who ſhall teach others. 

3. They are to accept of their charge, not - 

from worldly views, but of a ſincere and will- 


ing mind. 


1 Pet. v. 2. Taking the overſight thereof 
not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 

4. They are to be ordained, or ſo- 
lemnly ſet apart and appointed to their 
work, (uſually) *“ by the aſſiſtance of other 


officers, of chief power and authority in the 


churches. 


Rom. 


ſhou'd be examined and approved by competent judges; 
and the candidate recemmended to God, and his bleſs- 
ing, by ſolemn prayer,—which perhaps may be all 
that is neceſſary to the pulilic preaching of the word ; 
but a farther trial, and more particular appointment 
muſt I think be generally neceſſary to the regular aſſu- 
ming and executing the paſtoral office, if we would do 
all things decently, and in order, to the due edification of 
the church, the credit of religion, and the proper ſup- 
port of the miniſterial character, and influence. 

See article 23 of the church of England. 

*#* 1ſt, I ſay uſually becauſe J think it evident from 
the nature of things ; that though meer popular ordina- 
tions are not ſo regular and agreeable to the _ 

toll 
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Rom. x. 1 5. How ſhall they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent ? T.. l. Tf thee 
in Crete that thou ſhouldeſt ordain elders 
in every city. Acts vi. 6. Whom (i. e. 
the deacons) they (i. e. the people) ſet 
before the apoſtles and when they (the 
apoſtles) had prayed they laid their hands 
on them. Acts xiv. 23. And when they 
( Barnabas and Paul) had ordained 
(with the ſuffrage of the people) elders in 
every church, and had prayed with faſt- 
ing, they commended them to the Lord. 

VII. The 


tolic practice, yet may perhaps, upon extraordinary oc- 
caſions at leaſt, be allowed as valid; for what is done 
in this caſe, and in ſuch circumſtances, with an up- 
right heart, and intention, according to the general 
rules of the goſpel, we have reaſon to conclude will be 
attended with a divine bleſſing, and anſwer the chief 
ends of the chriſtian — but I ſpeak thus cau- 
tiouſly and with ſo 22 rictions in favour of meer 
— ordinations; auſe I apprehend too great 
4.1 indulgence here, would open the way for bold and 
forward men, to thruſt themſelves unqualify'd into the 
chriſtian miniſtry, the conſequence of which, muſt be 
the deſtruction of all public order in the church, 
and the bringing the public worſhip of God into con- 
tempt. „ 
2d. Though it ſhould be granted that a regular aus 
thority to preach the word, and the right of exerciſing 
the paſtoral office, may not depend upon a popular 
choice, but rather be derived (as to the form, and ſo far 
as man is concerned in it) from thoſe poſſeſſed of of- 
fice authority in the church Vet whether any perſon 
lo appointed, ſhall exerciſe his office in and over any 
particu- 
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particular ſociety, muſt, ſurely, of right depend upon 
the conſent and approbation of that ſociety. See chap. 
ili. prop. i. Note 4. prop. iv. and prop. vi. and notes 
there. Prop. vii. ſect. iv. Prop. viii. and texts there. 

But ſtill, whatever right the people have of choice in 
this caſe; it appears to me the proper province of the 
biſhops, paſtors, or elders to ordain, i. e. formally appoint 
and ſet apart to the orderly exerciſe of any 72 in the 
church: becauſe we have no one inſtance in the ſcrip- 
ture as I can find, of a MEER POPULAR ORDI NATION; 
but all by officers of proper authority. So Acts xiv. 
23. It was not the people, but Paul and Barnabas that 
ordained *, though by their ſuffrage; and with their ap- 
probation. Acts vi. 3, 6. The apo/tles claim this work 
as their prerogative, after the people's choice, —whom 
WE may appoint Whom therefore the church /et be- 
fore them, and they laid their hands on them, as a token 
of this appointment. And Tit. i. 5. The apoſtle ſays, 
J left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ordain (aalarnens, 
i. e. appoint, conſtitute) elders in every city. What 
occaſion for this, if the people had the power of ordi- 
nation or appointment of their elders ? and if they had 
no ſuch power then, I cannot ſee how they can have it 
noto.—80 2 Tim. ii. 2. The apoſtle charges Timothy 
what things thou haſt heard of me, commit thou to faithful 
men, who ſhall be able to teach others.—See alſo Acts xiii. 
2, 3- Where the prophets and teachers of the church of 
Antioch were the ordainers. Agreeable to this, Clemens, 
epi. ad Cor. chap. xliv. Says, the biſhops and deacons 
were conſlituted : ounudoxrnoacon; mxanoig waon;: — i. e. 
the whole church conſenting '—that is, they were appoint- 
ed to their office, by other officers, the church concur- 
ring therein.—And by keeping to this primitive pat- 
tern, the rights and privileges of the people, and the 
authority and dignity of the miniſterial office, are both 
juſtly preſerved, — £4 


3. As 


* This ſenſe of the word o*iploneer the reader may 


ſee vindicated at large, Stennett's Works, vol. i. page 
116, 120. 
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3. As to impoſition f hands in ordination, it ſeems to 
be at leaſt, a very convenient and proper rite upon ſuch 
occaſions ; and as far as I can find conſtantly uſed in 
the primitive church ;—as /fting up the hands in 
prayer, is a natural ſign of fervent deſire, and expec- 
tation of a bleſſing from heaven; ſo /aying the hands 
upon the perſon prayed for, as naturally denotes the ear- 
neſt deſire and hope of his /pecral hare in that bleſſing, or 
that it may be conferred upon him. Alt is alſo a very 
fit ſign or token, of ſpecial appointment and deſignation 
to any particular buſineſs, office, or ſervice :—thus the 
witneſſes lay'd their hands on the blaſphemer, in token 
of his being juſtly devoted to death. Lev. xxiv. 14. 
thus the people of Iſrael (that is their repreſentatives) 
laid their hands on the Levites, in token of their ſepa- 
ration to divine ſervice. Numb. viii. 9, 10. And thus 
abu, was ſeparated to the office of commander in 
chief over Iſrael, in the room of Moſes. Numb. xxvii. 
18, 23. And in the New Teſtament, we find the 
deacons ordained by laying on of hands. Acts vi. 5, 6. 
And that Barnabas and Saul, were ſeparated to particu- 
lar occaſional ſervice, this way. 2 xiii. 2, 3. It is 
objected that “ as the uſe of this rite in the primitive 
« times, was accompanied with extraordinary gifts of 
<« the ſpirit, thoſe gifts being now ceaſed, the rite 
«© ought to ceaſe allo, as being a meer empty unmean- 
& ing ceremony.” But it ſhould be obſerved, that this 
rite was often uſed, where 19 extraordinary gifts in con- 
ſequence are mentioned.—As in all the places beſore 
quoted, except perhaps in the caſe of Jaſbua, and even 
of him it is ſaid in him was the ſpirit, before Moles laid 
his hands on him. And of the deacons it is ſaid, before 
their ordination, they were men full of the Holy Ghyft ; 
nor do we find any zew gifts imparted to them by lay- 
ing on of hands: the like may be obſerved of Barnabas 
and Saul. Acts. xiii. 3. So that it appears plain to me, 
that the chief deſign of this practice was, to ſignify a 
folemn ſeparation to ſome particular office, or work, 
and as ſuch, properly . 2 in the church, even to 
. this 
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VII. The officers of a church have their 
re- 


this day, as, if not eſſential to the validity, yet to the 
_— ſolemnity and regularity of an ordination. 
4. It may poſſibly be objected, <* that what I have 
“ alledg'd, and taken for proof againſt meer popular or- 
<« dinations, will carry me into another extream, and 
<< prove the ſole right of TR prelates to that work; 
"0 —_— the ordainers here refer d to, were not preiby- 
<« ters but apo/tles, or evangeliſts, or (as Acts xiii. 3. 
«c prophets, who were of a ſuperior order.” 

Ks wn I wou'd anſwer, (1ſt) That it was _ 
lutely neceſſary that ſuch extraordinary or ſuperior i- 
cers, _ — 4 &c. ſhould be — «at until 
there were others appointed in the church; or elſe 
there could have been no ordinations at all (unleſs by 
the people, which I have proved was not the caſe) and 
therefore, nothing can be fairly inferred from that cir- 
cumſtance, in favour of the objection. 

2. That the ſacred hiſtory cloſed, before we could 
well have much account of ordinations, by the erdina- 
ry or inferior | op we have one * — to that 
purpoſe ; 1 Tim. iv. 14. Where preſbyters are expreſs- 
ly mentioned, as concerned in the appointment of Ti- 
mothy, to ſome extraordinary ſervice. | 

3. That we do not find the apoſtles, or evangeliſts, 
ordained . any higher order of officers to ſucceed them 
in the church as officers, than the pre/byters, paſtors, or 

biſhops of ſingle congregations ; and conſequently ſuch 
preſbyters, paſtors or biſhops, muſt ſucceed them in the 
power of ordination, if it is not in the people; 2. e. If 
the power of ordination, was annexed to any office in 
the church, it muſt be to ſuch officers, as the elders or 
biſhops of ſingle congregations, becauſe it does not ap- 
pear, there was any Higher order or office appointed by 
the apoſtles. So that the /e power claim'd by a Dio- 
ceſan prelate in this caſe, as a ſuperior officer in the 
church, does not follow, as the objection ſuppoſes, 
from the meer ſcriptural account of the matter as I can 
perceive, 
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reſpective work, and duty, which they are 
to attend with ſerious care, diligence, and 
1 Pet. iv. 11. If any man ſpeak, let him 
ſpeak as the oracles of God. If any man mi- 
. nifter, let him do it as of the ability God 
giveth. Rom. xii. 6, 8. Having gifts 
differing according to the grace given us; 

-- . © obether propheſying ¶ i.e. teaching by in- 
Fallible inſpiration F. let us propbeſy, —or 

4 2 By E 2 miniſtry 


To prophecy, with us commonly ſignifies to fore- 
tell things to come; and ſo ſometimes in the ſcriptyre 
but there it generally denotes a ſpeaking by immediate 
allible inſdiration z or a declaration of the mind of 
od, under the extraordinary teachings or influence of 
his ſpirit. 2 Pet. i. 19, 21. 2 Tim. vi. 16. This gift, 
cho long withheld from the church, before the coming 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, was afterwards reſtored, as high- 
ly neceſſary for the confirmation and furtherance of the 
goſpel; as appears from Acts xiv. 3. chap. xix. 6. 1 
Gor. Xiii. 2. It may ſometimes denote ſinging the 
praiſes of God, as Dr. Lightfoot and others juſtly ob- 
ſerve from 1 Sam. x. 5-10. 1 Cor. xi. 5. chap. xiv. 5, 15. 
Vet perhaps the /mging in this caſe, is to be under- 
ſtood, only of that which was extraordinary, or of ſuch 
divine ſongs, &c. as were then dictated by the imme- 
diate infallible inſpiration of the ſpirit, and not of ordina- 
xy ſinging ſuch pſalms or hymns as were before compoſed, 
To propheſy, alſo ſometimes denotes the preaching or 
publiſhing the word of God, by way of exhorta- 
tion and doctrine. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 29, 31. Acts. xv. 32. 
— But then not ordinary but extraordinary preaching is 
intended; or preaching by immediate and infallible inſpi- 
ration, and not by /ludy. 1 Cor. xiv. 30, 31. chap. 
: ili. 
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miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtry.— 
He that teacheth on teaching, or he that 
exhorteth on exhortation ; he that ruleth 
with diligence. 
More particularly, 
1ſt. Of the Duty of biſhops, elders or paſ- 
tors, Fe 


(I.) They are to give themſelves to the 


ſtudy and preaching of the word, admini- 


ſtration of the ſacraments, and prayers for 
and with the people. | 
1ſt. To the ſtudy and preaching of the 
word *, 
2 Tim. 


xilii. 2. Acts xiii. 1. See alſo the diſtinction made, x 
Cor. xii. 28. Lord Barrington, in his r ſacr. vol. i. 
Thinks the interpretation of tongues, t 
ſpirits, and praying by the 2 as tis called Jude 19, 
20.— 1 Cor. xiv. 14, 1 7 included in propheſying. Upon 
the whole, ſo far as I can find, whether propheſying, 
means praying, ſinging, teaching or exhorting, or the like, 
it always carries in it the idea of immediate 3 
inſpiration, or ſome extraordinary influence of the ſpi- 
rit, as well as when it denotes the predicting future 
events; and therefore diſtinguiſhes thoſe acts from 
what is common and ordinary in them. 

* As preaching is, properly, publiſhing, or pro- 
claiming, it includes in it, I apprehend, not only ſer- 
monizing, and expounding, but even reading the ſcriptures 
to the people. For that it is a part of the miniſterial 
office to read the ſcriptures to the people, may be con- 


_ cluded from Deut. xxxi. 9, 12. Nehem. viii. 1, 2, 5. 


Luke iv. 16. (1/a. Ixvi. 21. Mat, xxiii. 34.) Acts xiii. 
15, 27. Col. iv, 16. 1 Cor. xiv. 37. 1 The. xv. 27. 
| 2, 7%. 
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2 Tim. ii. 4. No man that warreth, en- 
tangleth himſelf with the affairs of this 

_ tife. 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15. Give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to dotirine, 
_ meditate on theſe things, give thyſelf 
wholly to them. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Preach 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, —reprove,—rebuke—exhort with 
all long Tufering and doctrine. 2 Tim. ii. 
15. Study to ſhew thy ſelf a workman, 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 1 Tim. v. 
17. The elders that labour in the word 
' and doctrines. Acts vi. 4. And we oill 
| give our ſelves continually to---the mi- 
niſtry of the word.---Mat. xxviii. 19. Go 
teach all nations, Mark xvi. 15.---1 
Tim. iii. 2.---4 6:/hop muſt be apt to 

4 teach, | re 

1 2. Adminiſtration of ſacraments, 

Z Mat, xxviil. 19.---Baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, &c. 

x Cor. x. 16.---The cup we bleſs,--- 
the bread we break.---1 Cor. iv. 1,--Us, 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God. 


E 3 4 Prayers 


'N 2 Te. iii. 14. Cat:chizing may alſo be included in 
teaching (Heb. v. 12.) as being one way of teaching 
the principles of the chriſtian religion, and perhaps 
moſt effectual for ſecuring and promoting regular 
knowledge, and a ſolid judgment in divine things; 
tho' now too much neglected. 
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3. Prayers for, and with the people 
publickly. - _ n i 

Acts vi. * And we will give ourſelves 

continually to prayer and the miniſtry of = 

| the word. Acts xx. ,36.---He kneeled 
down and prayed with them all. Col. i, 
g. We dull ceaſe ts proy for is. 


116 | 
. 


(II.) They are to preſide, watch over, rule 
7 0 feed, che flock of Chriſt, with ſpiritual 
1 Thef, v. 12. Them that are over you 

in the Lord. 1 Tim. v. 1 7. The el- 
ders that rule well. Heb, xii. 17. Them 
that have the rule over you, for they 
watch for your ſouls, as they that mult 
give an account. Acts xx. 28. Take 
heed to the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
has made you Overſeers, to feed the flock 


of 


* 1. Tho! the principal part of this feeding of the 
flock, is doubtleſs included in preaching,—yet private 
inſtructions, and exhortations are included alſo. 

2. To preſide is to ſit as chief, guide, director and 
moderator in the affairs of the church. 3 ROY 

3. As to rung, it conſiſts, I apprehend, not in a 
| power of mating new laws, but in an orderly and right 

execution of thoſe already made by Chriſt himſelf, the 
ſole law-giver in his church; and thus the obedience 
paid to paſtors, is not a blind, implicite, abſolute ſub- 
miſſion to their dictates; but a rational, reverent, con- 
ſciencious regard to the laws of Chriſt, by them duly 
explained, inculcated, and addreiſed to the heart, See 
chap, iii. prop. i. note 4, and prop. viii. Chap. iv, prop. 
iii. note there. | | 
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of God.—1. Pet. v. 2. Fred the flock.--- 
Jer. iii. 15.---Feed you with knowledge 
and underſtanding.----See alſo Ezek. 
xXxXIv. 4. 


(III.) They are to ſet a holy example to 
the people, in all things. 
Tit. ii. 7. In all things fſhew thyſelf 
@ pattern of good works." 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
Be thou an example of the believers in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity. 1 Pet. v. 3. 
eing examples to the fleck. 


(IV.) They are to bleſs the people in the 
name of the Lord. 

1 Cor. xiv. 16. Elſe when thou ſhalt 
bleſs with the ſpirit, bow ſhall be which 
occupieth the room of the unlearned ſay 
amen? Numb. vi. 6, 23. 27 prieſts 
ſhall bleſs the children of Tjrael.--ver. 27. 
Shall put my name upon (them) and I will 
bleſs them. Deut. x. 8.---The Lerd 
ſeparated the tribe of Levi to bleſs in his 
name.---2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, and love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
you all. Amen. 


(V.) They are to viſit, and pray with the 
ſick in private, when deſired ; upon which 
a divine bleſſing is promiſed. ; 

E 4 James 


56 Duty of church officers. Chap. 3. 
James v. 14. Is any fick ? let him ſend 
for the elders of the church, and let them 

| pray over him.---ver. 15. And the prayer 
of faith ſhall ſave the fick*®. . 


(l.) They are to aſſiſt the churches in the 
ordination of their officers, and adminiſtra- 
tion of all divine ordinances, when occa- 
ſionally or properly called thereunto. 

Acts xiv. 2 3. And when they (Paul and 
Barnabas) had ordained (with the peo- 
ple's ſuffrage) elders in every church.--- 
Acts vi. 3. Men whom we (apoſtles) may 
appoint. Tit. i. 5. For this cauſe left I 


thee (Titus) in Crete, that thou ſhould ft 
WM, ordain 


* If by /a:th here, we underſtand the common faith 
of chriſtians, we muſt not ſuppoſe the fick perſon 
ſhould be always reſtored and preſerved from death, by 
the prayers of the elders, for that would have been 
contrary to the divine appointment, and matter of fact; 
but the meaning is, that in this way of humble and 
fervent prayer, with a believing hope and truſt in the 
mercy of God, a ſuitable bleſſing might be expected, 
and the affliction either removed or ſanctificd; as beſt 
anſwered the ends of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, as 
cencern'd in the government of the world in general, 
and the propagation of the goſpel in particular, — 
Though J rather think by faith here, we muſt under- 
ſtand the faith of miracles; i. e. a particular, and ex- 
traordinary perſibaſion of, and truſt in, the miraculous 

ower of God. A faith peculiar to thoſe times, and 
produced by ſome ſpecial extraordinary impulſe of the 
divine ſpirit. See 177. xvii. 20. chap. xxi. 21. Hunt 
xi. 28. Acts iii. 10. 1 Cor. Xlit. 2. 
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ordain elders in every city. See chap. 
iti. prop. vi. ſect. iv, and note there, 


Adly, Of the duty of Deacons, 


(I.) It appertains to the deacons to take the 
care and management of the ſecular * affairs 
of the church, that the biſhop or paſtor may 
be more at leiſure to attend the ſpiritual. 

Acts vi. 2, 3, 4. Then the twelve ſaid--- 
it is not reaſonable that we ſhould leave 
the word of God and ſerve tables,---Look 
ye out men whom we may appoint over 
this buſineſs, ---but we will give ourſelves 
continually to prayer, and the miniſtry of 
the word. | a 


(II.) Thus of courſe it belongs to the dea- 
cons, to provide fit materials for the decent 
adminiſtration of baptiſm, and the ſupper of 
the Lord; that the apoſtles rule might be 
kept 


- 1 Cor. 


* The care of the poor originally and primarily, be- 
longed to the. elder or biſhop, —as appears from Acts 
xi. 30. Acts iv. 37. Acts vi. 2, 4.—1 Cor. xvi. I. 3. 

** It is generally allowed by enquirers into, theſe 
ſubjects, that in the primitive church there were deacon- 
eſſes ; i. e. pious women, whoſe particular buſineſs it 
was to aſſiſt in the entertainment and care of the itine- 
rant preachers ; viſit the ſick and impriſon'd, inſtruct 
female catechumens, and aſſiſt at their baptiſm ; then 
mpre particularly neceſſary from the peculiar cuſtoms of 
thoſe countries, the perſecuted ſtate of the church, and 

the 
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moor, and fu 
church's ability. 


Duty of church officers. 
1 Cor. xiv. 40.---Let all things be done 
decently and in order. ke! 


(III.) They are to acquaint themſelves, as 
exactly as poſſible, with the neceſſities of the 


3. 


pply them according to the 


Acts iv. 35. And diſtribution was made 
to every man, according as be had need. 
Xi. 29, 30. Then the diſciples, every man 
according to his ability, determined to 


ſend relief unto the brethren in Judea; 


 wohich alſo they did, and ſent it to the el- 
ders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.— 


Compare Acts vi. 1. Cc. 


N. B. To the elders, as principals, the 
deacons being their aſſiſtants in this caſe. 


(IV.) They 


the ſpeedier ſpreading of the goſpel. Such a one tis 
reaſonable to think Phebe was, mentioned Rom. xvi. I. 
Who is expreſsly called (Alas, a deaconeſs, or 
ated fervant, as Dr. Doddridge renders it — They 


were uſually widows, and to prevent ſcandal, 


nerall 


in years, 1 Tim. v. 9. See alſo Spanhem. hiſt. Chriſt. 
Secul. i. page 554.— The apoſtolick conſtitutions (as 

they are called) mention the ordination ef a deaconeſs, 
| and; the ſorm of pager uſed on that occaſion ; lib. viii. 


chap. 


(xcvii) to Trajan, is tho 
ſpeaking of two female chri 
torture, he ſays, quæ miniſtre dicebantur ; 1. e. who 
were called deaconeſſes. But as the primitive chriſ- 
tians ſeem to be led to this practice, from the peculiari- 
ty of their circumſtances; and as the ſcripture is intire- 
ly ſilent, as to any appointment to this ſuppoſed of- 
fice, or any rules about it, it is I think very juſtly laid 


19, 20.— 


aſide, at lcaſt as an office. 


liny alſo in his celebrated epiſtle 
ught to refer to them, when 
3 whom he put to the 
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(IV.) They are to ſupply the biſhops, 
elders, or paſtors . Ng: with what is 
allotted by the church for their ſupport *. 
1 Cor. ix. 14 Even fo hath the Lord 

ordained that they that preach the goſpel 

ſhould live of the goſpel. 2 Tim. 2. 4. 

No man that warreth entangleth himſelf 


with the affairs of this life. 


VIII. Though the officers of a particular 
church are, as ſuch, the only proper regular 
executors of its power and authority, yet 
they cannot rightfully. exerciſe their office 
therein, without the knowledge and conſent 
of the church ; nor have they any compul- 
fary power over the conſciences of any, or 
authority to decide in matters of faith, tho' 


united in a general council **, 
+ 4 Cal. 


* 1. It follows, that the deacons are to receive the 
contribũtions of the church, in charge for the purpoſes 
above mentioned; and that they are accountable to 
the church for their management. | 

2. That it muſt pertain to their office to admoniſh, 
reprove, and bring to the cognizance of the church, 
ſuch as neglect their duty in contribution. And 

3. That they ſhould viſit the poor, and acquaint 
themſelves with their neceſſities, as fully as poſſible. 

** 1. The reaſon is— numbers cannot make falli- 
ble men infallible — nor can thoſe who are themſelves 
fallible, have authority to decide in matters of conſci- 
ence ; of which the word of God is the only guide to 
both miniſters and people, ſince extraordinary inſpi- 

ration 
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Gal. i. 8. But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, ſhould preach any other 
goſpel unto you than that we have preach- 
 ed—let him be accurſed. 2 Cor. i. 24. 
Not that we have dominion over your 
faith. 1 Pet. v. 3. Neither as being 
lords over God's heritage. 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 
When ye, the church, are gathered toge- 
ther---to deliver ſuch a one to ſatan--= 
which 2 Cor. ii. 6. J called there- 
fore, the reprogf of many. Acts xv. 22. 
Then it r the apoſtles and elders 
oith the whole church. 3 John ix. But 
Diotrephes who loveth to have the pre- 

beminence recetveth us not. 
IX, Every 


ration has ceaſed. And for this Reaſon, on the other 
hand, no particular church (or body of men). has a. 
power over the conſcience of its miniſter. 


2. Though the miniſter of a particular church is un- 


der ſome peculiar obligations to inſtruct and guide 


them; yet, as he is a miniſter of the church in ge- 
neral, (ſo far as is conſiſtent with his duty to that 
particular church) he may occaſionally preach and ad- 
miniſter the ſacraments, and aſſiſt at ordinations elſe- 
where. And may even remove to any other congre- 
gation, when he believes in his conſcience he has a 


_ call of providence ſo to do, though not upon every 


trifling occaſion ;— and that without re-ordination, of 
which there are no inſtances in ſcripture as I can find, 
and for which there is no countenance from reaſon :— 
Tho' upon ſuch new ſettlement, the ſetting apart ſome 

. ume 
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IX. Every particular church hath a right 
within itſelf, of judging of the fitneſs and 
qualifications * of its members; i.e. of accept- 
ing or refuſing ſuch as offer themſelves to its 
communion ; and of continuing or ſepara- 
ting from it, thoſe that are already in it, 
provided they exerciſe that right only in a 
way agreeable to the expreſs laws of Chriſt, 
and conſiſtent with their own peace and. 
edification ; and that charity they ought to 
cultivate with all the people of God. 


Acts ix. 26. When Saul efſayed to join 
himſelf to the diſciples, they were afraid 
of 


time for ſolemn prayer, and imploring the divine bleſ- 
ſing, is doubtleſs * expedient. 

3. As every miniſter of Chriſt, properly receives his 
office from Chriſt himſelf, at leaſt as to the eſſentials of 
it; ſo he cannot be, iþ/o facto, deprived of it by meer hu- 
man authority: though by being guilty of ſuch errors in 
doctrine, or immoralities in practice, as are incon- 
ſiſtent with it, he may forfeit it, and indeed really di- 
veſt himſelf of it; and in that caſe may, and ought to 
be prohibited the exerciſe of it, by every chriſtian ſo- 
ciety where he may attempt it (they knowing his caſe) 
and for that purpoſe they have a right and power in 
themſelves, as the guardians of the honour of, Chriſt, 
and the purity of the faith and morality of his church. 

* x Theſe qualifications (which follow) are neceſ- 
ſary to the chriſtian character in general, and deſcrip- 
tive of it, but more particularly applicable to church- 
members, as what they ought to be in ſome good mea- 

Fs ſure 
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of him, and believed not that he was a 
„ 125 


I. As to the qualifications of thoſe that 
are to be received into communion. 

1. They ſhould appear to have ſome 
competent knowledge of the chief and diſ- 
tinguiſhing doctrines of the chriſtian reli- 

— 5g 
: Mat. xxviii. 19. Go teach all ngtions. 


John vi. 45. They fhall all be taught of 
God. Heb. viii. 11. All know me from 


the leaſt to the greateſl, 1 Cor. iv. 3. 
ſure, even before they take upon them that character in 
2. As it is one principal end and deſign of the inſti- 
tution of goſpel-churches, to ſecure and promote the 
purity and — of the chriſtian religion, great care 
ought to be taken by them, to keep up a due diſcipline = 
in admitting perſons to communion with them, and 
continuing them in it ; leſt holy things be given to dogs; 
immoralities countenanced; and no difference made 
between the godly and the wicked : yet on the other 
hand, great tenderneſs is to be uſed towards the weak 
in faith, who appear upon the whole to be ſincere 
believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and deſirous of living in obe- 
dience to his commands; that they may not be diſ- 
couraged, or deprived of the means of their ſpiritual 
edification and comfort. The extream niceneſs and 


ſeverity therefore of ſome churches in this matter, is 
rather to be deplored than imitated; who, to ſupport 


the affectation of extraordinary holineſs, or the credit 


of their own inventions and peculiarities, too often 


make a voluntary unſcrupled ſacrifice of chriſtian cha- 
rity, the rights and privileges of their chriſtian bre- 


thren, and the honour af religion itſelf. See concluf, 
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If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are loft. John xvii. 3. That they might 
know thee, the omy true God, and Fe 965 
Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. 

2. They ſhould be acquainted, with the 


chief defign of the rites and poſitive inſtitu- 
tions of chriſtianity, and reverently uſe them, 
viz. Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 


Mat. xxviii. 19. Go teach all nations; 
baptizing them. Heb. x. 22. Having 
our 2 waſhed with pure water. 
Rom. vi. 4. Me are buried with him 
baptiſm into his death, that as Christ 
Was raiſed from the dead, even ſo we alſo 
d walk in newneſs of life. Acts ii. 
38. Be baptized for the remiſ/ion of your 
fins. ver. 41. Then they that gladly re- 
ceived the word were baptized --- and 
added to the church. 1 Pet. ii. 21. Bap- 
tiſin doth now ſave us (not the putting 
away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer 
of good conſcience) by the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead. Acts viii. 12. 
And when they believed---they were bap- 
tied. Labs xxii. 19. 7. 25 do in re- 
membrance of me. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 29. 
J received of the Lord that which ] de- 
livered unto you---as oft as you eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's death until he come. Wherefore 
whoſa- 
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whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and 
drink, this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of 45 
Lord *; But let a man examine himſelf, 
and ſo let him eat. | 
3. They ſhould appear to repent of, and 
forſake their ſins, and believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, ang to his 
goſpel. | 
Mark i. 15. Repent ye and believe the 
goſpel. Mat. iii. 6. And were baptized 
in Fer dan confeſſing their ſins. John iii. 
36. He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlaſting life ; and be that believeth 
not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him. Acts xvii. 30. 
But now commandeth all men every 
here to repent. Acts v. 14. And be- 
lievers were added to the Lord. Acts i. 
47. To the church. 

4. They ſhould manifeſt a fincere and 
fervent love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
their Lord God and Redeemer, and worſhip 
him accordingly. ' 

John xx. 28. And 3 ſaid unto 
a. My Lord and my God! John v. 
. That all men ſhould honour the Son, 
= as they honour the Father, 1 Pet. ii. 
7. Unto 

* j. e. He that ls of the Lord's Supper as a 
common meal, and not with a religious reverence, and 


particular regard to the death of Chriſt, is ſo guilty. 
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7. Unto you that believe, he is precious. 
1 Cor. xvi. 22. 1f any man love not our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anathema 
maranatha. Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto him that 
laved us and waſhed us from our fins in 
his own blaod---be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
F. They ſhould make ſome expreſs de- 
claration or confeſſion of their faith and re- 
ntance, their hope in the promiſes, and 
ſubjection to the authority of Chriſt, and the 
order and diſcipline of his church, according 


to his word *, D 
F 1, That 


It may be aſk'd perhaps, to whom is this decla- 
ration of faith, repentance, &c. to be made, in order 
to give ſatisfaction to the church? I anſwer ; as there 
is no particular direction given in this caſe by Chriſt 
in his word, it muſt be left to the judgment of every 

icular church to chuſe their own way, ſo it be not 
inconſiſtent with any known rule of duty.—But, as to 
the candidates giving an account of their experiences 
in theſs matters, in a minute and circumſlantial manner, 
before the whole body, which is the method in ſome 
churches, as it has no foundation in ſcripture (as I 
can find) is putting them upon an unneceſſary piece 
of mortification, - hurts the madeſty of the more difi- 
dent and humble — gratifies the ſpiritual vanity and 

| pep of ſuch as value themſelves upon their religious 
nowledge and attainments, — and is the occaſion of 
preventing many worthy perſons from the church- 
communion.—lt ſeems to me not ALWAYS fo eligible 
as their doing it to the paſtor, and two or three others 
of the moſt ſolid and judicious amongſt them, who 
may make a report thereof to the church; liberty be- 
| | ing 
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1. That they ſhould make a declaration 
of faith, &c. ee 8 
Mat. x. 32. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me 

before men, him will I confeſs before my 
Father. Rom.' x. 10. And with the 
mouth confeſſion 1s made to ſalvation. 
1 Pet. iii. 15. Be always ready to give 
an anſwer to every man, that aſteth you 
a reaſon of the hope that is in you. Acts 
xix. 18. Aud many of them that believed, 
came and confeſſed, and ſbewed their 
deeds. Acts viii. 3 8. Ihelieve that Jeſus 
is the Son of God. Rom. x. 9. F tba. 

'* .. ſhalt confeſs with the mouth the Lord 

Jeſus, and believe in thy heart, that God 
raiſed him from the dead. 1 John iv. 3. 
N £1:t v3 | Every 


ing alſo given, for any particular perſons, to ſatis- 
fy themſelves, if they deſire it, by ptivate confe- 
rence. [And I fay Nor ALwaAxs, becauſe in ſome 
caſes ſuch a particular declaration of faith, and the 
gracious work of God, may be inſtructive and edify- 
ing to others and anſwer many valuable ends.] But 
the making ſuch a public declaration, a term of com- 
munion, which it is very evident, the great Law- 
giver has not made fo, is carrying the matter beyond 
all reaſonable and warrantable bounds, and not at all 
conſiſtent with the liberty of the goſpel. As to a 
more general profeſſion of repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the only Sa- 
viour, a renunciation of the world, and devotion to 
the ſervice of God; I ſee not but this may be made 
before all, not only the church but others, upon any 
proper occaſion, and particularly upon ſuch a one 
as taking up a public profeſſion of religion, See the 
ſcriptures quoted under the propoſition, 
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Every * ſpirit that © confeſſeth not that 
Jeſus Cbriſt is come in the fleſh, 75 nr 
of God. 1 John iv. 15. Whoſcever fball 
confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, God 
thoelleth in him; John i. 49. Thou art 
the Son of God; Tin art the Ring of 
Tjrael. - John vi. 68, 69. Lord ti whom 
ſhould we go ?---IWe believe and are ſure, 
thou art the Chriſt, the Sen of the Ioing 
God. 1 John v. 20. This is the true 
God and eternal life. Col. i. 14. bt 
aubom wwe have \redemption tbrougb his 
blood, the fergiverleſs of fins: 
2. Their hope in the promiſes. 
Heb. xi. 14. Theſe were perſwaded of 
the promiſes and embraced them, and 
confeſſed that they were flrangers and pil- 
"wr grims on earth, declaring plainly, they 
ſeek a better country. Col. I. 27. , Chrijt 
in you the hope of glory. Ver. 5. The 
hope1aid up for you in heaven. Ephel . i. 
12. Ye were without hope. 1 Pet. i. 3. 
Begotten again to a lively hope. 
3. Of their ſubjection to the authority of 
Chriſt, and the order of his church v. 
| 7 2 won 5 


This ſubjection muſt be conſiſtent with the right 
of private 2 in matters of conſcience, and 
with all the natural and civil obligations of life; and 
can only relate to the rules and orders Chriſt has ex- 
preſoly given. In N | 
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2 Cor. ix. 13. Your profeſſed ſubjection 
to the go gopel of of Cbriſt. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


Let all be done decently, and in 
order. 2 Theſ. iii. 6. Withdraw from 
every brother that walketh diſorderly. 
1 Cor. x. 3%, Give no Hence to the 
church of f God. | 
4. The ſincerity of their profeſtion ſhould 
be evidenced by good works. 
James ii. 18. I will ſhew thee my faith 
by my works. 1 John iii. 3. He — hath 
this hope in himſelf, purifec himſelf even 
as he is pure. Tit. i. 16. profeſs 
to know God, but in works im, 
bring abominable, and diſobedient, and 
to every good work reprovate. 
Particularly, 
1ſt, They ſhould appear to be free from 
all groſs — ſcandalous ſins. 

Gal. ii. 24 . They that are Chriſt's, have | 
crucified th fleſh with its affettions and 
luſts---ſuch as 1 Cor. v. 11. chap. vi. . 
Fermcation, covetouſneſs, idolatry, rail. 
ing, drunkenneſs, extortion, adultery, 
Theft. Gal. v. 19, 20. Laſciviouſneſs, 
witchcraft, [or malicious combinations | 

with inviſible wicked ſpirits] “ barred, 
| ſedition, 


13 1 


i © itcheraft, or malicious combinations, &c] What- 
th | eyer there . or might not be in ſuch combina- 
I known many of the heathens 1 

3 


Wt tions, it is we 
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ſedition, hereſy [or faCtiouſly dividing 
_ church] - envy, mu, and ſuch 
the. 

2. They ſhould be ready to day them- 
ſelves, and ſuffer for Chriſt's fake, when 
called thereunto. | 

Mat. xvi. 21. Jay wat winde, fe 
me let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
croſs and follow me. 1 Pet. iv. 13. But 
rejoice, inaſmuch as ye are made parta- 
kers of Chrift's ſufferings. 2 Titus iii. 12. 
All that will live godly in Chrift Jeſus 
ſhall ſpall faſſer ion. Rev. i. 10. Fear 
none of t fe 2 fbi nes, hich thou ſhalt 
Suffer --- Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life. 

3. They thould be Joſt and My ro to 
all men. 

Mark x. 19. Defraud not. 1 Cor. vi. 8, 
9. T do wrong and defraud, and that 
your brethren. Know ye not that the un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom 
9 G 


F i . 4. They 


then (and are to this 400 "ty much addicted to what 
they at leaſt imagine to be ſuch. But as the word 
(Paguana) ſignifies alſo poiſons, it may ſignify here, 
that more private and malicious * murder, per- 
petrated by means of ſome poiſonous compoſition, ad- 
miniſter d for that purpoſe. See Dr. Deddridge and 
Dr. Whitby on the place. 


7⁰ Qualifications, of eburch members. Chap. 33 


4. They; ſhould be diſpoſed. to cultivate 


| the ſpirit of univerſal benevolence, and evi- 
dence it in their whole conduct. 


i 


1 Cor. xiii. 2. Aud (have 19 charity I 


am norbing. Mat. y. 44. Loue hour ene- 


mies — do good to them that hate you, 
Gal. vi. 10. Let us do good unto all men, 


a eſpecially, to the Leg call of faith. 1 John 
ni. 16. And we .ought to lay down our 


lives for the brethren. [i. e. ſhould pro- 


vidence call us to it.] 


* They ſhould love and praiſe the du- 


ties of piety and devotion, in their ſecret re- 
tirements, families, (if any) and ma, church 
of God, conſtantly, 


2 Thel. v. 17. Pray in AP ng. 


Mat. vi. 6. ben thoy prayeſt enter into 


thy cleſet---ſput thy door and pray tu thy 


Father. Tit. ii. 12. The grace of God 


teaches us, that denying ungodlineſs, and 
aordly Juſts, we ſhould live godly in this 


| preſent world. Joſh. xxiy. 15. As for 


me and my houſe we ill ſerve the Lord. 
Jer. x. 25. Pour out thy fury upon the 
amilies that call not upon thy name. 
Pal. xxvi. 8. Lord 1 have loved the ha- 
bitation of thy houſe, the place where thy 
honour dwelleth. Pal. xxvii. 4. That I 
may dwell in the | houſe of the Lord, all 


the days of my liſe. Heb. x. 25. Not 


forſaki ng. 
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 forſaking the aſſembling your ſelves tage- 


ber. 
6. They ſhould have a due government 
of their 5 
Epheſ. iv. 3 1. Let all clamour and evil 
© up ng be put away from you. Jam. i. 

26. If any bridleth not his tongue, bis re- 

ligion is Vain. 

7. They ſhould live above all undue in- 
fue 5 this preſent world, and have 
their hearts and affections prevailingly fixed 
| _—_ a better. 

1 John v. 4. Whatſorverts born of God 

5 ' overcometh the world. - 1 John ü. 15. 
.. . Tf anyman love the nll, the love of th, 
Fuatber is not in bim. Col. ill. 2. Se 
| your affections on tbings above. Phil, iii. 
| 20. Our converſation is in heaven. Heb, 
i. 13, 16. Strangers and pilgrims on 

- earth---they defire a better country, &c. 
g. They ſhould be ſober,” and temperate 

in all things. 

1 Cor. ix. 2 e in all things. 

1 Pet. i. 13. 2 ſer 1 Theſſ. iv. 4. 

That every one ſnow how to poſſeſs bis 

veſſel, in Lan fein and honaur, —_ 


I. 


| (ll ) As to the ſeparation, or r 
cation of thoſe that are r members. 


Obſerve, hy 
5 4 1 uſt. The 
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| It, The 66ahon. Koda. 

. Factioufſy oppoſing, or abſchutely de- 
nying any * eſſential article of the chriſtian 
| faith, Bee perſiſting in the fame. 
| A man that is an heretich, 
5 Gehe 52 45 a wicked ſefarian) after 
Fo feſt and ſetond admonition reject. 

2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. Of whom is Hyme- ; 
|. neus and  Philetus, who concerning the 
5 truub bave erred, ſa Wing, the okay 
ts 


21. What theſs 2/7»tial articles are, every particular 
church (as well as perſon) will, I ſuppoſe, claim a 
right .of. judging for themielves. — But ſurely, they 
ſhould be very. tehder and cautibus, left they rank any 
other dodtines under that title, chan what are clearly, 
and plainly Lear aa ſuch in the word of God; and the 
belief of which is THERE made neceſſary to the true 
ove of 1 ncere worſhip. of him, obedience to 
is will, and. the hope of 2 life, as the free giſt 
of God through Jeſus: Chriſt.” (See note 2. chap. 1. | 
prop. 3.) and particularly conſult Mat. v. 6, 7. chap. ( 0 
John xvii. 3. John xiv. 10, 23. Rom, X., 8, 9. | 
John, 3. 14, 36. 1 John iv. 1, 3, 10, 14, 15. 
The word (ag) which we tranſlate hereſy, 
perly ſignifies opinion, ſet, diviſion, Ic. and is 
Fo ometimes uſed in the new teſtament in a good (or at 
leaſt in an innocent) ſenſe ; and ſometimes. in a bad 
one. In à gad fenſe, Acts xxvi. 5. In a hd, Act. v. 
17. 2 Pet. ii. 1. And here (Tit. iii. 10.) agiler, 
muſt mean, I conceive, one who wt full ung pg 
ly  oppaſes the efſential articles of the chriſtian faith; 
that contrat to the ronvictions of his hal min and 405 
tle wicked intention of dividing the chriſtian "hired; to 
Anale a party for himſelf. For that the ideas of i _ 
rally, 


* 
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1s paſt already, and overthrown the faith 
of ſome --- whom I delivered to ſatan. 
1 Tim. i. 20. 1 Tim. vi. 4, + 5. If 

any map. teacheth otherwiſe, and conſent 
nal to the words of Chriſt, and ſound doc- 
trine, accord: ag to godlineſs, doting about 
queſtions. (from whence cometh perverſe 
.. af uting. from ſucb withdraw thy- 
n © 


2. Any 


rality, and ſelf-condenmation, are implied in the hereſy 
here mentioned, is, I think, very evident from ver. 11. 
where tis ſaid, that ſuch a one is en h, 
and is ſelf-condemn'd.—As well as that of oppoſiug the 
eſſential articles of the chriſtian faith ; which was the 
caſe of thoſe mentioned, Titus ii. 17, 18. And 
therefore the wed heretic, A — — qt 
charity be apply'd to any ſincere humble enguirer 
N who aten and ee differs from other 
chriſtians, in points not declared in ſcripture to be ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. ents As ape 
2 17 this withdrawing be underſtood as reſpectin 
the Lord's table, it can mean no more than an order 
procedure towards the juſt ſuſpenſion of offenders, and 
not withdrawing ourſelves from our place and duty 
there, upon the apprehenſion of their unworthineſs; 
for this would be to neglect one duty for the fake of 
another; to excommunicate our ſelves, inſtead of 
them; and to pluck up the wheat with the tares.—It 
is therefore a miſtaken zeal for the purity of religion, 
that leads ſome people, upon the knowledge of the 
miſbehaviour of their fellow members, immediately to 
ſuſpend themſelves from the ſupper. — Their duty is 
to keep on ſtill doing that in remembrance of Chriſt, 
which he has commanded ; and in the mean time to 
| hs 88 
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1. Factioufly oppoſing, or abſolutely de- 
nying any * eſſential article of the chriſtian 
faith, obſtinately perſiſting in the ſame. 
Tit. 3. 10. A man that is an heretick, 
 (augeſmeor ** 7 wicked ſectarian) after 
the firſt and ſetond admonition reject. 
2 Tim. ii. 17, 18., Of whom is Hyme- | # 
neus and Pbiletus, who concerning the 
truth have erred, ſaying, the reſurrection 
* een | . 3 | ic 
1. What theſs envia articles are, every particular 
church (2s Well as perſon) will, I ſuppoſe, .claim a 
right of judging for themielves. — But ſurely, they | F 
ſhould be very tender and cautious, left they rank any 
other doctrines urider that title, than what are clearly, 
and plantly afferted as ſuch in the word of God; and the 
belief of which is THERE made neceſſary to the true 
ove of God, ſincere worſhip of him, obedience to 
his will, and the hope of eterhal life, as the free gift 
of God through Jeſus ' Chriſt.” © (See note 2. chap. r. | 
prop. 3.) and particularly conſult Mat. v. 6,9. chap. p \ 
John xvii. 3. John xiv. 10, 23. Rom, X., 8, 9. | 
John iii. 3. 14, 36. 1 John iv. 1, 3, 10, 14, 15. 
The word (aging) which we tranflate hereſy, 
properly ſignifies opinion, ſect, diviſion, &c.- and is 
— 9 uled in the new teſtament in a good (or at 
leaſt in an innocent) ſenſe ; and ſometimes-in a had 
one.  In'a good fenſe, Acts xxvi. 5. In abad, Act. v. 
17. 2 Pet. ii. 1. And here (Tit. iii. 10.) agi, 
muſt mean, I conceive, one who 1170 and obſtinute- 
by. oppaſes the effential articles of the chriſtian faith; and 
that centrary to the convictions of his own mind, and with 
the wicked intention of dividing the chriſtian church, to 
male a party for himſelf. For that the ideas of immo- 
ENT rality, 
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1s paſt already, and overthrown the faith 
of ſome —- whom T delivered to ſatan. 
1 Tim. i. 20. 1 Tim. vi. 4, 4, 5. I 
am * teacheth otherwiſe, and conſent 

nat to the words of Chriſt, and ſound doc- 
 trine, according to gell aal, dating about 

tions. (from whence cometh perverſe 


. 


 diſputings) from ſuch withdraw thy- 
k 2 — | r 1 1 . | 
2. Any 


rality, and felf-condenmation, are implied in the hereſy 
here mentioned, is, I think, very evident from ver. II. 
where tis ſaid, that ſuch a one is e h, 
and is ſelf-condemn'd.—As well as that of oppoſing the 
eſſential articles of the chriſtian faith ; which was the 
caſe of thoſe mentioned, Titus ii. 17, 18. And 
therefore the wed heretic, A2 — — I of 
charity be apply'd to any fincere humble enguirer after 
par A who 0 and Gen differs from other 
chriſtians, in points nod declared in ſcripture to be ne- 


N to ſalvation. | | | 
If this withdrawing be underſtood as reſpectin 
the Lord's table, it can mean no more than an orderly 
procedure towards the juſt ſuſpenſion of offenders, and 
not withdrawing ourkeives from our place and duty 
there, upon the apprehenſion of their unworthineſs ; 
for this would be to neglect one duty for the fake of 
another; to excommunicate our ſelves, inftead' of 
them; and to pluck up the wheat with the tares.—It 
is therefore a miſtaken zeal for the purity of religion, 
that leads ſome people, upon the knowledge of the 
miſbehaviour of their fellow members, immediately to 
ſuſpend: themſelves from the ſupper. — Their duty is 
to keep on ſtill doing that in remembrance of Chrift, 
which he has commanded ; and in the mean time to 
| , SR 
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2. Any ſcandalous. vices or immoralities 
per liſted i in without repentance. 1 
Rev. ii. 2. 1 know thy works, and how 
thou canſt not bear with them that are 
evil. Heb. xii. 15, 16. Left there be 
any profane perſon — 1 Cor. v. 11, 13. 
| Not to keep company 9 i. e. intimately) if 
Any man that is called a brother be a For- 
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater,” or a 
railer, or à drunkard, or an extoFttoner, 
doitb ſuch à one no not to eat, [ perhaps at 
2 common, much leſs at the Lord's table] 
1 — away from your elves that wicked 


e [mentic aned verſe If. 1 * 
3. Diſ- 


take all juſt, WELL LY and orderly methods, to 


bring the offenders to repentance, or the church to her 


duty in the adminiſtration of diſcipline ; and if this 
cannot be done, to bear and wait till it can; as I 
think is very evident from the parable of the tares—— 
from the ſtate of the corinthian church, and the advice 


the apoſtle, gives them.—And from this conſideration, 


that the unworthineſs of others, cannot hurt me, any 
further than I criminally. countenance it. 

* Iſt. In the whole buſineſs of excommunication the 
church ſhould act with great caution and ſeriouſneſs ; 
humble regard to the honour of Chriſt, the ends of 

cllowſhip, and tender concern for the offen- 
der's good; ſtrictiy guarding againft wrath, malice, 
party ſpirit, perſonal reſentment, and the like; or elſe 
they muſt not expect the preſence and blefling o of 
Chriſt in what they do, who in the midſt of ju/tice re- 
members mercy. 
2d. That it is the ne Solon ſin, and not the ſen- 
tence of any particular church, or eccleſiaſtical power 
whatever, 
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3. Diſturbing the peace of the church, in 
any —— or dangerous degree, by ob- 
ſtinate and violent contentions E. 
Gal. v. 12. I ond they: werr cut off 
that trouble you. Rom. xvi. 17. Mar 
. them which cauſe diviſions---and avoid 
. them.---2 Theſ. iii. G. Ve command you 
brethren in tbe name of our: Lord Jeſus 
of that ye withdraw yourſelves from 
every brother that: walks diſorderly, and 
not after the traditions he * of us. 
See alſo 1 Tim. vi. 3. 45. 
4. Suffering near relatives to want the 
neceſſary ſupports and comforts of life, 
when a to re Bete them. 


1 1 


whatever, NG 8 him — the body of the 
faithful, or the real catholic church. The — of a 
particular church can only affect his particular relation 
to them; and therefore one particular ſociety may very 
lawfully and con ene receive thoſe, whom another un- 
charitably er raſhly reject. 

3dly. When any perſon appears to be rejected, in an 
orderly, ſerious, and ſolemn manner, ſor real immorali- 
ties, his character will appear ſo much the more noto- 
riouſly bad to all good men, and be treated accordingly z 7 
which 1 15 itſelf no ſmall puniſhment. 

Churches ſhould be very careful, how they make 
the little bickerings, and contentions of their members, 
occaſions of church cenſures, and . ſuſpenſions from the 
table but rather, with proper admonitions of the re- 
conciling and peaceable kind, leave the matter with the 
conſciences of the contenders. bel or want of this caution, 
the meer ſins of infirmity have ſometimes been treated 
with the molt ſolemn ſeverities due only to groſs immo- 
ralities. 
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1 Tim. v. 8.—F any provide not for 
his own houſe 3 bak 8 the th, 
and is worſe than an inſidel. 
2. The manner of procceding i in exclu- 
ding members. 

1. The crime being keen ; e ee 
exhortations, To, and prayers, and ſuch 
like gentle means are to be firſt uſed, * for 
the reſtoration of the offender ; at firſt more 
privately, and then more publickly as the 
caſe requires. 

Gal. vi. 7. If a 1 man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye that are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch a 
ene in the ſpirit of meekneſs,--Mat. xviii. 
16, 17. If thy brother treſpaſs againſt 
" thee, tell him his fault between thee and 
bim alone, but if be will not hear thee 
take one or two more, and if he will 

not bear them, tell it to the church *. 
1 Tim. v. 20. Them that fin rebuke be- 
fore all. 2 Tim. ii. 25. In meekneſs in- 
Atrucling thoſe that oppoſe themſelves.—— 
if God ſhall give them repentance.---1 
Theſ. v. 14.---Warn them that are un- 

© rub. 

2 But 


* But perhaps in ſors caſes, wheres the crime is 
highly ſcandalous, it may be more neceflary for the ho- 
nour of religion, the of the offender, and awaken- 
ing the caution of the too-careleſs, to proceed immediate- 
hy to excommunication, as ſoon as the fact is clearly 
proved. Compare 1 Cor. v. 13. with 2 Cor. vii. 11. 

* See Chap. iii. prop. 1. and note there. 


Chap. 3: Separation from à church. 75 
2. But if ſuch offender appear to be ob- 
ſtinate, and perſiſt in his ſin after due en- 
deavours for his repentance, the church 
ſhould proceed to ſeparate him from her 
communion; - Wat fs * 
Mat. xviii. 17. But if be will not be 
the church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man. Tit. ili. 10. After the 
frft _ ſecond admonition rejet# — This 
is done. 72 
1. By withdrawing from him (1. e.) re- 
fuſing that intimate correſpondence with 
him as at other times (unleſs 3 wn 
him of his duty) and perhaps ſuſpending 
him from the Lord's table, till his repen- 
tance, or obſtinacy, more fully appear 
2 Theſ. iii. 14, 15. 1f any man obey not 
our word, note that man, and bade no 
. with him, that be may be a- 
ſhamed ;—yet count bim not as an enemy, 
. but admoniſh him as a brother. 
2. But in caſe of ſcandalous fins, or thoſe 
leſs ſcandalous, yet intirely inconſiſtent with 
the 
* See biſhop Burnett on the articles. Art. xxl. page 
205. See alſo chap. iii. prop. i. and note there. 
This 2 Why Be the table, is by ſome called 
the leſſer excommunication ;, a meaſure that has no expreſs 
warrant, that I know of, from the word of God; but 
may perhaps implicitly come under the general rule, of 
2 all things decently and in order, and the text here 
cited for keeping no company with him; as communica- 
ting with him at the Lord's table, is keeping company 
with him in the higheſt ſenſe. 
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the main deſign, and chief ends of church- 
fellowſhip obſtinately perſiſted in; the of- 
fender, being clearly convicted thereof, 
ſhou'd be ſeparated, and excluded intirely 
from all the ſpecial privileges of that church, 
and all ſpecial relation thereunto; judicially, 
by the vote of the church. *---Declarative- 
ty and executively ** by the biſhop, elder, or 
preſident thereof,---whoſe proper buſineſs it 
is, in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
declare—ſuch perſon (proved guilty of ſuch 
and ſuch crimes) now no longer a member 
of that church, but by the laws and inſti- 
tution of Chriſt in that caſe provided, ex- 
communicated, or ſeparated from all fpe- 

| cial 


* rſt. That it is an act of the church, is evident from 
what the apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. iii. 4, 5. Ye are gathered to 
deliver ſuch a one to Satan. 

** 2d. The power of the keys, as tis often called, or 
of binding or looſing, with reſpect to the external privi- 
leges and communion of the church, ſeems'to be no 
more than an executive power, in the hands of the 
paſtors, biſhops or elders; what is properly decretive, or 
gudicatorial, pertaining to the whole body of the church, 
including both paſtor and people (ſee chap iii. prop. ii. 
note 4.) And even that power with them, muſt be li- 
mited intirely, by the expreſs laws of Chriſt ; for as to 
the remitting and retaining fins, reſpecting the conſci- 
* ence, neither the miniſterial office, nor the church, ap- 

pears to me from ſcripture, to have any peculiar power 
therein annexed to it, more than that of declaring in 
the name of Chriſt, that all true penitents are graciouſ- 
ly pardoned ; and that all impenitents are under guilt 
and condemnation, | 
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cial relation to the ſame, and diveſted of all 
intereſt in the ſpecial privileges thereof, as a 
part of the viſible kingdom of Chriſt ; and 
conſequently thenceforth to be accounted, 
-and treated by them, as one of the world, 
the kingdom of fatan, until he repent. 
3. Which declaration, ſhould be accom- 
pany'd with ſolemn prayer for a divine 
bleſſing thereupon, as an ordinance of 
Chriſt, appointed for the vindication of his 
honour, the diſcountenance of fin, and the 
advancement of holineſs amongſt his peo- 
1 e 2 — . 1 
F 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. In the d Jed Lord 
Jeſus, when ye are gathered together to 
deliver ſuch a one to ſatan, for the de- 
firuftion of the fleſh. 1 Tim. i. 20. Mat. 


* Xvlil. 


* fi ſt. Thus excommunication appears to be a meer 
ſpiritual ordinance of Chriſt, deſigned for maintaining 
the purity of his church, and the glory of his holineſs 
in the government of it, and cannot extend to the tem- 
poral eſtate, or the natural and civil rights of the offen- 
der; nor ſet aſide any of the civil, natural, or moral 
duties of life, owing to him from the members of the 
+ Church or others. See Dr. Doddridęe's fam. expoſe vol. 
v. page 422 and 581. to which I have been able ty 
refer the reader, but fince theſe papers were prepares 
for the preſs. 

2. The prayer accompanying excommunication, 
whether before or after the ſcntence, or rather both; 
will doubtleſs conſiſt in confeſſion of ſins, bewailing 
the ſtate of the delinquent, and petitions for his recd- 
very, and that the ſolemn procedure upon it may have 
a proper effect upon others, 
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xviii. 17. Let him be unto thee as an 
 beathen man and a publican. 2 Thel, iii. 
7 command you brethren in the name 
the Lord uh to withdraw your- 
Ther, &c, Phil. iv: 6. In every thing 
by prayer and Jupplication—let your re- 
queſt be made known to God: 1 Tim. iv. 
2 3. it is ſanct ted by the word of God 


and prayer. 


3. But in caſe os, the ſich offender mani- 


feſt true repentance, he is to be encouraged 
therein, and received again, at his requeſt, 
into their communion: 
2 Cor. ii. 7. 17 ought to forgive and 
conifort hini, lejt he be ſwallowed up with 
over much ſorrow. And verſe 11. Leſt 
ſatan get an advantage. 


X. When any matter happens to be de- 
bated in the church, the brethren have 
equal my to ſpeak their ſentiments, for 
or againſt the queſtion ; though they ought - 
to e it with ſeriouſneſs, decency, and or- 
der; to which, as preſident, the paſtor or el- 
der preſent, has power to oblige them, by 
the laws of Chriſt *, 

Thus 


When any alen, duly conſidered, is put to the 
vote of the church for determination, the minor part, 


out of regard to the honour of Chriſt, and their com- 
mon 


* 
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Thus Acts xv. iv, 22. We find the apo- 
ſtles, elders, and brethren of the church, 
debating the matter concerning the 
neceſſity of obſerving the Moſaic rites, 
with great freedom and regularity, ac- 
cording to that rule, 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. 
Let all things be done to edifying— 
decently and in order. Rom. xvi. 17. 
Mark them that cauſe divifions and of- 
fences—and avoid them. Heb. xiii. 17. 


5 them that have the rule over pot, 
and ſubmit 0 | A 
Wes: ) 


\ 


mon edification, ought peaceably to ſubmit to the ma- 
Jor, as far as they poſſibly can, without ſinning againſt 


their conſciences ; according to the rule, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
Be ye Je ſubject to one another, 
take it for granted, that every doubtful queſtion 


in which the church is concerned, is to be determined 
(after due debate) by the votes of the majority, as the 
moſt natural and orderly way 

3. In ſome weighty caſes . not leſs than two 
thirds of the brethren, ſhould be deemed a ſufficient 
majority. But in all caſes, both ſides ſhould be cau- 
tious of puſhing things to extremities. —lt is better to 
give up our opinion where Conſcience is not concerned, 
and after a modeſt defence, than to break the peace of 
the church.—But where a minority cannot, after due 
conſideration, in conſcience fubmit, they ought peace- 
ably to remove.— The majority having no authority 
over the conſciences of a minority. 

4thly. It is a groſs abuſe of this privilege, when the 
more ignorant, who think more highly of themſelves 
than they ought, obſtinately inſiſt upon their opinion 


againſt the ſenſe of the more knowing and __ as - 
19 
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(XI.) Women have no right to rule, teach, 


adviſe, diſpute, (or vote) in the church“. 
1 Cor. 


is too often the caſe.In matters of conſcience, thoſe of 
the meaneſt abilities have a right to uſe all lawful means 
of ſupporting, and enjoying their liberty; but in other 
caſes they ſhould be willing to hearken to the advice, 
and comply with the judgment of thoſe that have better 
capacities, and opportunities for knowing what is moſt 
expedient ;—and they ſhould take particular care that 
pride, and the luſt of power, does not actuate them un- 
der the pretence of conſcience, Epheſ. v. 21. Submit 
your ſelves to one another in the fear of God. Phil. ii. 3. 
Let nothing be done thro' ſtrife, or vain glory,—Rom. xii. 
16.—Be not wiſe in your 0wn conceits. 

*Iit. A woman may be allowed to ſpeak in the church 
as a witneſs or evidence, to any matter of fact under de- 
bate, and to ſatisfy them, as to her qualifications for 
church-fellowſhip ; tho* with reſpect to the latter, it 
would (I ſhould think) be more decent for her to ſpeak 
only to a few deputed to hear her. 

2d. As to the acts of worſhip, it may be objected 
perhaps that the apoſtle evidently ſuppoſes it as an al- 
lowed caſe, that women might pray and prophecy, i. e. 
ſpeak in public, by his giving rules about their conduct 
therein. 1 Cor. xi. 5, &c.—To which it may be an- 
ſwer'd; that perhaps the apoſtle might intend only, 
their appearing to join with others in thoſe acts, and not 
their ſpeaking themſelves as teachers or leaders in the wor- 
ſhip; or at moſt, that they might ſpeak themſelves 
only when under an zmmediate inſpiration, as they doubt- 
leſs ſometimes were, as well as the men. As ii. 16, 
18. chap. xxii. 9. So Dr. Doddridge and Dr. _ 
ſolve the difficulty, —Dr. Lightfoot,vol. ii. p. 1161, under- 
ſtands propheſying, of ſinging pſalms, in which as in 
prayers, women might join with their fellow-worſhip- 
ers as is uſual amongſt us.--But perhaps the caſe might 
be thus, dig. The women in thoſe times by the cuſ- 
tom 
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1 Cor. xiv. 34. Let your women keep 
Alence in the churches, —for they are 
. commanded to be under obedience.--1 Tim. 
ji. 8, 10, 11, 12. I will that men pray 
every where, —but ¶ ſuffer not a woman 
to teach, — nor to uſurp authority over 
' the man, but to be in ſilence, and learn 
in filence with all ſubection. Thus Acts 
vi. 3. The brethren are directed to chuſe 
the deacons. And in the famous 
church meeting, Ads xv. we find the 
whole church no other than the apo- 
ſtles, elders and brethren. ver. 22, 23. 
"7 WY (XII.) 


tom of their country, the Greeks in particular (and ſuch 
were the Corinthians) lay under peculiar reſtraints as to 
their appearance in public company; and upon moſt 
public occaſions, uſed to have their ſeparate apart- 
ments to which the men were not admitted, except of 
the neareſt kindred; hence it is highly probable, the 
chriſtian women had their ſeparate aftemblies, (ſome- 
times occaſionally at leaſt) for prayer and propheſying, 
and other acts of private worſhip, as the apoſtle inti- 
mates. 1 Cor. vii. 5. And when tho' the men were nat 
preſent; it became them to be ved, becauſe of the 
angels who were inviſible witnefles of their behaviour; 
or becauſe of thoſe men who might be appointed meſſen- 
gers for regulating their aſſembly, and their bufinels in 
it —Admiting this, then it is evident the apoſtle in the 
xi. chap. ſpeaks of the women's praying and propheſying 
in their tun feparate affemblies, and not in the mixt 
company of the men, as chap. xiv.——And 'tis obſerv- 
able, that in chap. xi. that the apoſtle does not uſe the 
word church or churches, nor ſay any thing of their pray- 
ing or propheſying therein, not eſteeming the * 
© 
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of women as churchet.---But in the xiv. chap. He ſpeaks 
of thoſe more public aſſemblies or churches ; and declares 
it as a commandment from the Lord, that there the wo- 
men ſhould be intirely filent,---neither pray, prophecy, + 
nor aſk queſtions. This laſt ſolution I owe chiefly to 
Dr. Taylor's judicious note on Rom. xvi. I. at the end of 
his paraphraſe. : 

3. object againſt womens voting in the church. 1ſt. 
Becauſe we have no account of their any way acting, 
or even of their being preſent, at church-meetings of bu- 
ſineſs. At the church- meeting, As vi. 2, &c. For 
the choice of deacons, the direction is, BRETHREN 
look ye out among ft you ſeven men, &c.---At another 
church-meeting upon a point of conſtience, As xv. 4, 
22, 23. The apo/lles, elders and brethren are ſtiled, the 
WHOLE CHURCH ; and debate, and determine the bu- 
fineſs they meet upon, without any notice taken of the 
Women. 

2. Becauſe their voting in the church, appears to me 
inconſiſtent with their ſtate of ſubjection; and contrary 
to the expreſs ſcripture rule, concerning their behaviour 
in general, and in the church in particular; viz. that 
they ſhould be in ſilence not ſpeak in the church, be 
under obedience, not uſurp authority over the man, but learn 
in ſilence with all ſubjettion.---Exprefſions that appear to 
me quite incompatible with the power of voting in the 
church; which ſeems to imply rule, government, at leaſt 
a judicial deciſion: and ſuppoſing their votes to be 
given by the ſilent ſign of holding up the hand, or the 
like, yet if a majority, as might be the caſe, they 
would then apparently determine and decide againſt the 
men, and conſequently exerciſe authority over them, 
and not be in any ſenſe in ſubjection. 

3. Becauſe tho* women ought to enjoy the rights of 
conſcience and private judgment, as fully as the men; 
yet this may be done in the way the apoſtle points out 
to us; viz. by their enguiring, &C. of their husbands, or 
(which is the ſame thing, where that cannot be) of 
their-parents, brothers, or ſome proper friends, at home; 


by which means their ſentiments may be known, and a 
regard 
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(XII.) But if any woman in church com- 
munion, be diſſatisfyd with the church's 
proceeding, in any cafe of conſcience, ihe 
may acquaint the paſtor, or any of the bre- 
thren with her uneaſineſs; who may, if ne- 
ceflary, acquaint the church therewith, which 
is bound to give her ſatisfaction if poſſible ; 
if not, ſhe has power of removing her com- 


munion elſewhere.---See chap. iv. prop. iii. 
ſect. 5. note. 


1 Cor. xiv. 35. If they (the women) will 
learn any thing let them ask their huſ- 
bands at home ; for it is a ſhame for a 
woman to ſpeak in the church. 2 Cor. i. 
24. Net that we have dominion over your 
faith. 

Beſides the general duties of worſhip and 
diſcipline, before mentioned, there are ſeve- 
ral particular, and important ones, belonging 

G 3 to 
regard paid to them, conſiſtent with their duty of ſub- 
jection, and the preſervation of the rights of conſcience 
alſo.—As for inſtance in the choice of a miniſter, they 
have doubtleſs a right to be ſatisfied as well as the men, 
and therefore ſhould be conſulted by a proper deputa- 
tion from the church, and their ſentiments ſhould have 
their proper weight, and be duly regarded. which for all 
reaſonable purpoſes would be juſt the ſame, as if given by 
vote in the church; and ſo of other matters of conſci- 
ence and right. For it is not the gidhg their ſenti- 


ments, but the manner of doing it, &c. that I object 
to.— 2 
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to church members as ſuch *, which may be 
noted under the following heads, the con- 


tents of 
CHAP.IV. 
* Moſt of theſe duties indeed belong to them as 


chriſtians, whether in ſpecial communion with any 
particular church or not ; but in cafe they are, they 
ought to look upon themſelves under more and far 
greater obligations thereunto, from their more public 
profeſſion and ſolemn vows as before hinted. chap. ii. 
prop. vii. ſect. iv. | 
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CH AP. N. 


en Of the duties of church members, 
8 I. To their biſhops, elders, or mi- 
niſters of the word. 
II. o one another in particular. 
III. To the church in general to 
which they belong. 
IV. In reſpect of the world. 
V. Reſpecting their age--ſex--con- 
dition. 
VI. To magiſtrates. 
VII. To their domeſtics or families. 


I. O their biſhops, elders or miniſters 
; of the word. 
The duties of church members are, 


(I.) To treat them with diſtinguiſhing 
honour, eſteem, and love. 
1 Cor. iv. 1ſt. Let a man fo account of 
uss as the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtevards 
of the myſteries of God. 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Let the elders that rule ell, be accounted 
G 4 cor 


and notes there. 
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worthy of double honour ; eſpecially 
they that labour in the word and doctrine. 
1 Theſ. v. 11, 12. Know them that 
have the rule over you, and eſteem them 
very highly in love for their works ſake. 


(II.) Cordially to receive and ſubmit to 
their adminiſtrations, in doctrine and diſci- 
pline, ſo far as is conſiſtent with true chriſtian 
liberty, andthe due preſeryation of the rights 
of conſcience, and private judgment“. 

1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. Laying afide all malice, 
guile, hypocriſy, envy, evil ſpeakings, as 
new born babes defire the fincere milk of 
the word. James i. 21, 22. Lay aſide 
all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of naugbti- 
neſs, and receive with meekneſs the in- 
grafted word. Be ders of the ward and 
not hearers only. Heb. xiii. 17. Obey 
them that have the rule over you. v. 7. 
And bave ſpoken unto you the word 4 
f God. 


Thus in a goſpel church rightly conſtituted, there 
is no room for the moſt deteſtable of all tyranny (viz.) 
the arbitrary exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical power, or prieſtly 
dominion over the conſciences and civil rights of man- 
kind; and yet that there is a governing authority, and 
ruling power entruſted with, and inveſted in the pro- 
per officers of a church, is evident to me from the ſcrip- 
tures here quoted, and many others: tho' that power 
is ſtrongly limited by the laws of Chrift ; and appears 
to be directory, declarative and executive only, and not 
legiſlative, or properly coercive.— See chap. iii. prop. 


Chap. 4. to their paſtors. £24 
God. v. 17. And ſubmit yourſelves for 
they watch for your ſouls. 1 Cor. xvi. 
15, 16. Addidted themſelves to the mi- 
nſtry,---ſubmit your ſelues unto ſuch. 


(III.) To follow their example in par- 
ticular, fo far as they are followers of Chriſt. 
1 Cor xi. 1. Be ye followers of me, even 
as am of Chriſt. Heb. xiii. 7. Whoſe 
faith follow, confidering the end of their 


conver ſation. 


(IV.) To pray heartily for them. 
1 Thel. v. 25. Col. iv. 3. Heb. xiii. 18. 
Pray for us. 2 Theſ. ili. 1, 2. Pray for 
us, that the word of the Lord may have 
free courſe, and be glorified; and that 
Wwe may be delivered from unreaſonable 
and wicked men. 


(V.) To provide for their temporal ſup- 
port and maintenance, in the moſt effectual 
* manner they can. 
Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taught in 
the word communicate to him that teach- 
eth in all good things. 1 Cor. ix. 7, 
13, 14. Who goeth to warfare of bis 
own charge? the Lord hath ordained that 
they that preach the goſpel, ſhould live of 
the el Mat, x. 10. The workman 
is worthy of hrs meat --- 
And 
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And this ſhould be done with ch libe- 


rai as, 


(1 ) May ſet them above contempt in 
n. 

2 Cor. viii. 2t. Providing for honeſt 
Iran, decent and honourable] things, 
not only in the fight of the Lord but of 
men. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18, Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of dou- 
ble honour, eſpecially they that labour 
in the word and doctrine: For the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, thou ſhalt not muzzle the ox 
that treadeth out the corn : and the la- 
bourer is worthy of his reward. 

(2) Free them from the entanglements 


and cares of this life, ſo that they may de- 
vote themſelves intirely to their miniſtry. 


2 Tim. ii. 4. No man that warreth en- 
tengleth himſelf with the affairs of this 
life. Rom. xii. 7. Or miniſtry let us 
watt on our miniſtry, or he that teacheth 
on teaching. 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15. Give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, 2 
doctrine — Meditate on theſe things, give 
thyſelf wHoLLY to them. 

(3) Enable them to provide decently for 


their families. —For, 


1 Tim. v. 8. 1f any provide not for bis 
own houſe he has denied the faith, and is 


wor fe than an infidel. Rom. xu. 17. 
Provide 
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Provide things honeſt [or decent, zax«] 
in the fight of all men. | 


4. Put them into.a capacity of entertain- 
ing their friends, and aſſiſting the diſtreſ- 
ſed *. For, 

I Tim. tt. 2. A biſhop muſt be given to 


hoſpitality. 


(VI.) To endeavour to ſupport and en- 
courage them under their afflictions and 
trials, | 

2 Tim. 


It is clear from all the ſcriptures above refer'd to, 
as well as the reaſon of things, that minifters of the 
goſpel ſhould, if poſfible, devote themſelves to the 
work of the miniſtry.— That in that cafe, they have a 
right to maintenance from their people.—And that not 
as matter of charity, as ſome are ready to imagine, but 
of juſtice.— And alſo that this maintenance ought to be 
proportioned (as far as the peoples abilities will admit) 
to the ſervices expected of them, tlie circumſtances of 
their families, the nature of the places where they re- 
fide—So that they may be, not barely defended from 
the miſeries of hunger and nakedneſs, (as is too often 
the caſe) but enabled to praclice as well as preach libe- 
rality and charity; and ſupport their ſacred character, 
with a ſuitable decorum and reputation in the eye of 
the world. —It by no means follows, as fome people 
ſeem willing to think it does, viz. that becauſe there 
are ſome + cage of one fort of chriſtian miniſters, 
exceſſively enriching themſelves by the revenues of the 
church, (ſometimes to the prejudice of religion) there- 
tore others ſhould be deny'd what in the nature of 
things, is abſolutely neceſſary for their decent and com- 


tortable maintenance, and the enabling them to purſue 
their 
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2 Tim. iv. 16. At my firſt anſiver, no 
man ſtood with me, but all men forſook 
me. Acts xii. 5. Prayer was made 


by the church for (Peter in Priſon.) 

(VII.) To aſſemble at their invitation at 
any fit time on due notice, for any particu- 
lar duties of devotion and diſcipline. 
Acts xiv. 27. And when they (Paul and 
Barnabas) were come, and had gathered 
the church together, they rehearſed all 
that God had done. 


(VIII.) They ſhould alſo prudently ac- 
quaint their miniſters with their afflictions, 
and defire their prayers for and with them. 

James v. 13. 1s any afflicted? let bim 
pray. Is any fick among you let him ſend 
for the elders of the church, and let them 


pray over him. 
(IX.) If 


their ſtudies with that freedom and attention neceſſary 
for the due improvement of their minds, and the more 
effectual ſupport of the credit and intereſt of religion; 
or that becauſe their miniſter may have ſome ſub- 
tance of his own, that therefore the people ſhould be 
excuſed, and leave him to ſpend that ſubſtance in ſup- 
porting a character, which they are by the laws of 
Chriſt. and common juſtice to ſupport. themſelves, if 
able. See Mr. Rees's ſermon, entitled, A mode/t ple: 
for the maintenance of the-chriſtian miniſtry, 
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(IX. ) If they have more paſtors or teach- 
ers than one, they ſhou'd take heed of un- 
due diſtinctions, and dividing into parties in 
favour of one to the prejudice of the other. 

I Cor. i. x. 12. That there be no divi- 
1 one ſaying, I am of Paul, 
and I of Apollos, and Jof Cephas. Ch. ii. 
4. For while one faith I am of Paul, 
and another I am of Apollos, are Je not 
| carnal ? 


II. The duties of all chriſtians, and par- 
ticularly of church members one towards 
are— 


(I.) To love one another with a ſincere 
e affection. 
John xv. 12, This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, with a pure 
heart fervently. 


Which love ought to be particularly ma- 
. nifeſted. 

(1) By bearing one anothers burdens, 
Gal. vi. 2. 

(2) By praying one for — James v. 
6. Eph. vi. 18. 

(3) By viſiting one another; eſpecially in 
affliction, Jam. i. 27. Mat. xxv. 36. 

(4) By diſtributing to each others neceſ- 


ſities, Rom. xli. 13. 
(5) By 


94 Duties of church members, Chap. 4; 
(5) By ſeeking every one another's wealth, 
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(6) By rejoicing with thoſe that rejoice; 

weeping with thoſe that weep, Rom. xii. 1 5. 
(7) By uſing hoſpitality to each other 

without grudging, 1 Pet. iv. 9, 10. 


(I.) They ſhould ſometimes meet toge- 
ther for ſocial prayer, and free converſe on 


religious ſubjects os 


Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us conhder one an- 

other, to provoke unto love and to good 

works ; not forſaking the afſembling of 

ourſelves together — But exborting one 

another. Mal. in. 16. Th.n they that © 

feared the Lord ſpoke often one to an- 
other ; and the Lord hearkened and heard, 

and a book of remembrance was written, 

before him for them. Mat. xviii. 19, 20. 
If two of you ſhall agree on earth, as 

touching any thing ye ſhall aſe, it ſhall be 

done for them Lor where two or three 

are 


* Stated religiou? conferences in particular, ſhould be 
managed with great caution and prudence ; or elſe 
inſtead of anſwering any valuable ends, they will ſerve 
only to expoſe the weakneſs of ſome, cheriſh the ſpi- 
ritual pride of others, bring ſtrife and contention into 
the church, and thereby religion itſelf into contempt. 
And even / 9g prayer, though a more manifeſt and 
neceſſary duty, and what ſhould be encouraged more 


than it is, is not without its inconveniencies 
dangers, if not properly conducted, 
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are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midſt of them. Col. iv. 2. 
Continue in prayer. Acts xii. 8, 12. 
Prayer was made of the church—many 
praying (for Peter). Acts i. t4.—all theſe 
continued with one accord in prayer. 


(III.) They ſhould endeavour to ſeaſon 
their more accidental and occaſional con- 
verſe with good things. 

Col. iv. 6. Let your f 4 be akoays 
with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt. Epheſ. iv. 

29. Let no corrupt communication pro- 

ceed out of your mouth, but that which ts 


good for edifying, that it may miniſter 
grace unto the hearers, 


(IV.) They ſhould cultivate peace and 
harmony one with another. 
Epheſ. iv. 3. Keep the unily of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. 2 Cor. iii. 11. Be 
of one mind, live in peace. Rom. xiv.19. 
Follow after the things that make for 
peace. 
To this end, | 
(1) They ſhould be ſubject to one an- 
other in — 1 Pet. v. 5. 
(2) Not provoke, or envy one en 
Gal. v. 26. 
(3) Do nothing through ſtrife or vain- 
glory, Phil. ii. * 2 
4. In 
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(4) In honour prefer one another, Rom, 
xii. 10. 

(5) F orbear one another in love, Rom. 
XV. I. 

(6) Forgive one another if any have a 
quarrel, Col. i iii. 13. 

(7) Not avenge themſelves, but give 

lace unto wrath, Rom. xii. 19. 

(8) Not raſhly judge one another, Rom. 
Xiv. 13. Mat. vii. 1. 

(9) Speak not evil one of another; Jam. 
iv. 11. 

(10) Avoid whilperings and backbitings, 
1 Cor. Xu. 20. 

(11) Terminate, as far as poſlible, all 
differences amongſt themſelves, 1 Cor. Vi. 
45 

8 12.) Mutually give and take 0 in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs. * 

at. xviii. 1 5. 1f thy brother treſpaſs— 
tell him his fault. 84 vi. I. 22 
ſuch à one in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 


IIT. Church members in particular, have 
duties incumbent on them to the church in 

neral, viz. 

(1) To ſubmit cordially to the order and 
diſcipline of the church, ſo far as they can 
conſcientiouſly. 

Epheſ. v. 21. Submitting yourſelves to 
one another in the fear of God. 1 Cor. xi. 
. 22. 
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22. Or deſpiſe ye the church of God? 
Mat. xvili. 17: F he neglect to hear the 

| church, 

(2) To devote their gifts, graces and 
abilities, to the ſervice of the * in a 
proper and conſiſtent manner. | 

1 Pet. iv. 10. As every man hath re- 
cei ved the gift, fo it bs m miniſter the 
ſame. Rom. xii. 6, 7. Whether prophecy, 
let him propheſy — or miniſtry, let him 

\ wait on his miniſtry — He that giveth, 

with liberality. 

(3) To take care of their poor relatives, 
as far as they are able, that the- church be 
'not burdened. 

1 Tim. v. 4, 8, 16. But if any widow 
have children, or nephews, ( exyova, 
grand-children] let them, i. e. the chil- 

' dren, &c. learn firſt to ſhew piety at 

home, and to requite their parents. 
F any provide not for his own houſe he 
hath denied the faith, and is worſe than 
an infidel— If any that believe have i- 
dows, let them relieve them, and let not 
the church be charged. 

4. To pay a particular regard to the in- 
tereſt of the church, and keep their places 
in it, as long as a good conſcience, and as 
far as providential circumſtances, will per- 
mit *. 

* 1. In cities and great towns where there are 


ſeveral churches, and where the members of thoſe 
H churches 
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Acts ii. 42. And they continued ſtedfaſt, 
in the apoſtles dictrine, and breaking of 
bread, and prayers. Ver. 44. And all they 
that believed, were together.--Heb. x. 23, 
25. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith, without wavering, not forſaking 
"the aſſembling of our ſelves together, as 
. the manner of ſome is. 
5. If they withdraw from the church's 
communion on any account, ſuch as great 
diſtance from the church, better edification, 
or the preſerving a good conſcience, they 
ſhould do it as peaceably and orderly as 


poſhble **, 
| Rom. 


churches may happen to live at a conſiderable diſtance, 
from the place where the church to which they be- 
long uſually meets, it cannot be unlawful for them to 
attend the common duties of publick worſhip occa- 
ſionally at leaſt, nearer home: though a diſtinguiſh- 
ing regard ſhould be paid to that particular ſotiety with 
which they have connected themſelves, in order to 
keep up a due decorum in religion, and prevent that 
anarchy· and confuſion, and even ruin to the very 
exiſtence of particular churches, which muſt be the 
——- of indiſcriminate and unconnected aſſem- 

es. | | 

* 2. Where a church out of prejudice, and an 
uncharitable ſpirit of reſentment, or the like, denies a 
member a regular diſmiſſion, upon his peaceable re- 
queſt; ſuch member may remove his communion 
without it; for as every particular church is a volun- 
tary ſociety, it can have no right to detain any of its 


members, agaitiſt their conſent, or voluntary _— | 
; 2 Or. 
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Rom. xiv. 5, 33. Let every man be per- 
ſwaded in his own mind for what is not 
Bp of faith is fin. 1 Tim. iii. 3, 4, 5.7 
any teach otherwiſe--from ſuch withdraw 
thyſelf. 2 Tim. iii. 2. 1 Cor. x. 32. 
Give none . offence to the church of God. 
1 Cor. xii. 25. That there be no ſchiſm 
in the body. | 
6. To ſtudy the church's peace, purity, 
and edification. 
Rom. xiy. 19. Follow after the things 
that make for peace, and wherewith one 
may edify another. Col. iii. 15. To ahi 
ou are called in one body. Heb. xii. 14. 
Follow after holineſs — 
To which ends particularly, 
(.) They ſhould. carefully ſtudy, and 
practiſe the duties of love, and peace be- 
fore mentioned. 


Lobel iii. 17. Being rooted and ground- 


ed in love. | 
2. They ſhould endeavour to improve 
their acquaintance with the principles of 
| H 2 their 


2 Cor. i. 24. Not that we have dominion over your faith, 
et every man be perſwaded in his own mind, Rom. 
xiv. 5. And let it be always remember'd, as a funda- 
mental principle in this caſe,, that Chriſt has delegated 
to no man, or body of men, not even to his CHURCH, (in 
whatever ſenſe the word be taken) any power, in- 
conſiſtent with his prerogative, or ſubverſwve of the natural 
rights of conſcience and private judgment, in ſpiritual 
| matters. See Chap. iiii prop. viii. note there, and elſe- 
where. ; | 
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their holy religion, as they are found in the 
holy ſcriptures. 
| Heb.v. 12. When for the time ye ought 
to have been teachers of others, ye have 
need, that one teach you again—the firſt 
principles of the oracles of God. Col. iii. 
16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell richly 
in you in all wiſdom. Acts xvii. 11, And 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, whether 
theſe things were ſo, John v. 39. 

3- They ſhould endeavour to maintain 
the liberty of the goſpel, and the ſacred 
rights of conſcience, againſt all impoſi- 
tions. | ch En 
Gal. v. 1, 13. Stand faſt in the liberty 

wherewith Chriſt hath made you free 
for ve have been called unto liberty. See 
the concluſion: 

4. They ſhould endeavour to maintain 
the doctrines of the goſpel, in their purity, 
againſt all falſe teachers, and their plauſible 
reaſonings *. | Jude 


* Theſe endeavours ſhould be govern'd by pru- 
dence, meekneſs, charity—and not ſuffered to break 
out into angry contentions, and party ſtrife, about /:?tle 
circumſtances, and meer modes of faith, &c. Nor into 
a furious zeal and perſecuting rage againſt the perſons, 
or the natural and civil rights and poſſeſſions, of even 
inſidels themſelues.—For the weapons of our warfare, are 
not carnal, 2 Cor. x. 4. — In meekneſs inſtructing them 
that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim ii. 25.— All contention for 
the faith, in the way of rage and violence, is utterly 
inconſiſtent with the genius of the goſpel, See the 
concluſion, ſe. 8. | | 


l 
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Jude 3. Contend earneſtly for the faith. 


1 John iv. 1. Believe not every ſpirit, 
but try the ſpirits whether they be of God, 
becauſe many falſe prophets are gone forth 
zntothe world. Col. ii. 4, 8. Leſt any man 
beguile you, thro' philoſophy, and vain do- 
ceit, after the traditions of men. Phil i. 
27. Striving together for the faith of the 
goſpel, 
(5. ) They ſhould pray heartily for the 
church's proſperity. | 
Pſal. cxi. 6.—Pray for the peace of Je- 
ruſalem. Iſa. Ixii. 7,—Grve him no reſt. 


ill he hath made Jeruſalem a praiſe. 


(IV.) There are duties, which all chriſ- 

tians, and eſpecially church members, ſhould 

attend to in reſpect of the world *, as a di- 
ſtinct body from them, viz. . 

(1.) To bear a prudent teſtimony againſt 

the evil practices of the world. 

Rev. xviii. 4. Come out of her my people, 

that ye be not partakers of her Sins. Eph. 

v. 7, 11. Be ye not partakers therefore 

with them, —bave no fellioſhip with the 

unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather 

3 reprove 


* By the world here, is meant all prophane and vi- 
cious perſons, who appear void of ſerious chriſtianity, 
and the fear of God, of what party ſoe ver they may 
nominally be; and not any para 4 party as ſuch, as 
ſome too often uncharitably zpply the word. 
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reprove them. James i. 27. Keep himſelf 
unſpotted from the world.--And therefore 
(2.) Not to intermarry with infidels, and 
prophane perſons *, 
2 Cor. vi. 14,—Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. 1 Cor. 7. 39. 
Be married to whom ſhe will only in the 
Lord. | 
(3.) But to converſe with them in all 
other reſpects freely, as fellow creatures, and 
members of the ſame civil and political com- 
munity. 
Mat. v. 47. 1f ye ſalute your brethren 
only, what do ye more than others? 2 Cor, 
x. 27.---If any that believe not, bid you 
4 a feaſt, and ye be diſpoſed to go, what- 
ſoever 15 ſet before you, eat. 1 Cor. v. , 
10. I wrote unto you not to keep company 
with fornicators, &c.---yet not altogether 
-=-for then mult ye needs go out of the 
world. m_ a 
N. B. But if any man that is called a 
brother be guilty of thoſe ſins, we are not to 
keep company with him. Verſe 11. 
„ (4.) To 


* This rulz does not confine church members, from 
marrying with thoſe that happen not to be in actual 
communion with any particular church, while in other 
reſpects they appear to fear God; or pay a decent re- 
gard to the duties of morality, and ſincerely aſſent to 
the chriſtian religion as true: much leſs from marryin 
with the members of any other church. —Tho' what 
may be expedient in theſe caſes, prudence muſt dictate, 
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(4.) To endeavour to live in a peaceable 
and reputable manner- amongſt them, pro- 
_ viding for themſelves, the neceffaries and de- 
cencies of life, as far as poſſible. 
Rom. xii. 17. provide all things honeſt 
decent] in the fight of all men.---2 Cor. 
viii. 21. Heb. xii. 14.--Follow peace with 
all men. 1 Theſ. iv. 11, 12. Study to 
be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, that 
ye may walk honeſtly. | evoynuevus decently 
reſpectably] towards them that are with- 
out, and have lack of nothing. | 
(F.) To ſet them a good example, in all 
the duties of religion and morality. 
1 Pet. ii. 12. Having your converſation 
honeſt | xa beautiful, honourable, repu- 
table] amongſt the gentiles, that they may 
by your good works, which they behold, 
glorify God. Col. iv. 5. Walk in «wiſdom 
towards them that are without, Mat. v. 
16. Let your light fo ſhine before men, 
that they beholding your good works may 
glorify your father which is in heaven. 
(6.) To pray for them, and do them all 
the good offices in their power, (conſiſtent 
with other duties) even tho' their actual 
en a | 
1 Tim. i. 12. I exhort, that ſupplication 
and prayers be made for all men. Mat. 
v. 44. Love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
H 4 and 
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and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 2 
and perſecute you. Tit. iii. 2. Speak evil 
of no man,---be no brawlers, but gentle, 
ſhewi ng all meekneſs, unto all men. 


(V.) There are duties reſpecting their age, 
ſex, condition, &c. to which chriſtians, eſpe- 
cially church members, ſhould pay a parti- 
cular regard. 

(1.) Age and ſex, 

1 Pet. v. 5. Ye younger ſubmit yourſelves 
unto the elder. 2 Tim. ii. 23.--Þlee 
alſo youthful luſts. --- Tit. ii. 6. Young 
men alſo exhort to be ſober- minded. Ley. 
xix. 3 2.--Thouſhalt riſe up before the boary 
head, and — the face of the old man. 
—-Tit. ii. 2. That the aged men be ſober, 
grave, temperate, ſound in the faith in 
charity, in patience.---(v. 3.) The aged 
women likewiſe, that they be in behaviour 
as becometh bolineſs, not falſe accuſers 
daa Seh make bates calumniators] not 
given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; (v. 4.) That they may teach the 
young women, to be ſober, to love their 
buſbands, to love their children. (v. 5.) 
o be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, 
* gps careful of domeſtic affairs] good, 
x obegient to thetr huſbands.—1 Tim. ii. 

9. &c. That women adorn themſelves, 

with modeſt | roc fu Neat, decent, becom- 


ing] 
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ing] apparel, with ſhame facedneſs, and 
ſobriety, not with broidered | m\eyuacw 
braided, plaited] hair *, or gold, 
or pearls, or coſtly array, but as be- 
cometh women profeſſing godlineſs, with 
good works.---Learn in filence---not 
teach. nor uſurp authority over the. man. 
1 Pet. iii. 3, 4, &c. Whoſe adorning, 
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible,---a meek 

and quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight of 
God of great price. 
(2.) Con- 


* As one deſign of dreſs is, to diſtinguiſh the con- 
ditions, and ranks of life, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
the apoſtle here intended to prohibit mtirely, the wear- 
ing of gold, and the uſe of proper ornaments ; ſeeing 
other ſcriptures, ſpeak of thoſe things with approba- 
tion, atleaſt without cenſure, (Gen. xxiv. 22. P/al. xlv. 
13, 14. Mat. vi. 29. Prov. xxxi. 21, 22.) Theſe pre- 
cepts therefore, muſt be underſtood comparatively, as 
John vi. 27. Where our Lord ſays, labour not for the 
meat that periſpeth And are thus particularly expreſs'd, 
to remind chriſtian women, that the purity and dignity 
of their character, and the glorious hopes and expecta- 
tions they had in another world, lay them under ver 
great and ſerious obligations, to reſtrain all undue fond. 
neſs for the glittering ornaments of dreſs; and to em- 
ploy moſt of their time and care, in cultivating and a- 
dorning their mznds, with thoſe graces and virtues, 
which render them amiable even it! the ſight of God. 
That tho' they ought to dreſs with decency and propri- 
ety, agreeable to the cuſtoms of the country, and times 
they live in, and to their different ages, conditions, and 
ranks in life; yet herein they ſhould follow the dic- 
tates of good ſenſe, and religion, not vanity ; and take 

parti- 
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(2) Condition, &o. 
1 Tim. vi. 17. &c. Cleve them. that 
are rich in this world, that they be not 
bigh minded, nor ' truſt in uncertain 
1 but in the living God : that they 
be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate, laying up for 
themſeFves in ſtore a good foundation a- 
gainſt the time to come, that they may 
lay bold on eternal life. 1 John ili. 17. 
Whoſo hath this world's good, and ſeeth 
bis brother have need, and ſhutteth up 
his bowels of compaſſion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in bim? Jer. ix. 
23. Let not the rich man glory in his 
riches. Prov. xxu. 16. He that oppreſ- 
feth the poor, to encreaſe his riches--ſhall 
ſurely come to want. Jam. i, 9. Let the 
brother of low degree [i. e. in this world] 
rejoice that he is exalted Ii. e. as a chriſ- 
tian to the hope of a better] (10) But 
the rich [in this world's goods} in that 
he is made low ¶ i. e. bleſt with the grace 
of humility.] Jam. v. 9. Grudge not 
one againſt another. Heb. xii. 5. Be 
content with ſuch things as ye have. 
Eccleſ. x. 20. Curſe not the rich. (See 
Luke xi. 16. chap. xvi. 19, 21. & 
i ch ap. 


particular care to diſtinguiſh themſelves, from the 
booſer part of their ſex; who dreſs upon vicious prin- 
ciples, and with vicious deſigns. 
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chap. v. pro b. 1. ſect. 3. and texts 
there.) 2 Theſ. 1. 1 For this 
ae commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither ſhould he eat.—For ſome 
walk among you diſorderly, working not 
at all, but are buſy bodies. Such we com- 
mand and exhort, by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that with quietneſs they work, and eat 
thetr own Great And 1 Theſ. iv. 11. 
do their own buſineſs and work, &c. * 


VI. There are duties which chriſtians, 
(church members in particular) owe to ma- 
giltrates, &c. 

viz. They muſt be ſubject and obedient to 
the authority of their temporal governours, 


kings, 


* 1. From theſe ſcriptures it appears that the vices 
to which the rich are more particularly expoſed, and 
ſhould therefore more particularly guard againſt, are 
pride, haughtineſs, exceſſive love of money, and con- 
fidence in it; idleneſs, ſelf. indulgence, vanity, lux- 
ury, wantonneſs, oppreſſion of the poor, and naglect 
of religion and another world, — The virtues they are 
more particularly called to exerciſe are gratitude to 
God, humility and condeſcenſion to men, oeconomy 
in the management, and temperance in the enjoy- 
ment, of their riches; conſidering 'themſelves as 4 
ſtewards of God; providing for their families, and de- 
pendants, in a manner agreeable to their neceſſities, and 
their own ſubſtance and rank in life, duly conſidered ; 
together with a tender liberality to the poor, and a 
due regard to the ſupport of the intereſt of true reli- 
gion and virtue, and the common good of their coun- 


Ty. 
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kings, and all that are appointed under 

them **, (in all things not contrary to a 

good conſcience, and the expreſs laws of 
God) and pray particularly for them. 

Rom. 


try.— And in avoiding thoſe and all other vices, and 
the cultivating theſe and all other virtues, conſiſteth 
that real greatneſs and excellency, to which, above 
all things, they ſhould aſpire. | 

The vices to which the poor are peculiarly liable, 
and ſhould be particularly watchful — are 
diſcontent, deſpondency, murmuring at providence, 
and diſtruſt of it; envying the (too often but ſeem- 
ing) happineſs of the rich; ſſoth, ignorance, unclean- 
lineſs, rioting, theft, or other unwarrantable means of 
ſupplying their wants; ingratitude to their benefac- 
tors, and reſcribing to them the meaſure of their 
— peculiar virtues which they are called 
to exerciſe, are - peaceableneſs and contentment, with 
the allotments of providence; endeavouring to pro- 
vide for themſelves and their families by honeſt in- 
duſtry in their ſeyeral ſtations and callings ; gratitude 
to thoſe that do them good; ſubmiſſion to the juſt 
commands of thoſe they ſerve ; reſpectful behaviour 
to their ſuperiors ; patience under the contempt and 
oppreſſion they may meet with from the weakneſs or 
wickedneſs of the rich; making God their confidence 
and hope, ſeeking his favour as their true happineſs. — 
Virtues, that will render them eſteem'd and beloved, 
by all truly wiſe and good men, notwithſtanding the 
meanneſs and poverty that may attend them. 

** 2. So that a church has no power to make any 
Jaws or canons, inconſiſtent with the juſt laws of the 
ſtate, or the rights of civil government; nor in- 
deed, is there any occaſion for it; the goſpel conſti- 
tution of a church, being (by the all-wiſe head of it) 
made to coincide intirely with the natural, ſocial, — 
| civ 
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Rom. xili. 1, 2, &c. Let every ſoul be 
ſubjeft to the higher powers---for they be 
ordained of God; whoſoever refiſteth the 
power, refiſteth the ordinance of” God, 
and ſhall receive to THEMSELVES dam- 
nation---for be 1s the miniſter of God for 

o0d---an avenger to execute wrath upon 
75 m that doeth evil. — Be ſubject for con- 
feience ſake—render tribute to whom tri- 
bute is due; cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear 
to whom fear, honour to whom* honour. 
Acts xxiii. 5. Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil 
of the ruler of thy people. Tit. iii. 1. Put 
them in mind to be ſulject to principa- 
litres, powers, and to obey magiſtrates. 
1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Submit yourſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake, whether it be to the king as ſu- 
preme, or unto governours—Sent by him, 
Ver. 17. Honour the king. 1 Tim. ii. 


I» 3. J exhort that prayers and ſuppli- 


Cations 
civil rights of all men. See chap. ii. prop. 2. and note 
there. And conſequently the fate muſt have a right 
to interfere, ſo far in the government of the church, as 
to keep it within its own proper limits, and ſecure all 
the juſt ends of civil government. 

(2.) How little countenance the ſcriptures quoted 
under this propoſition, give to the ſenſeleſs doctrine 
of paſſive obedience and non reſiſtance, as taught by ſome ; 
is ſhewn, with great clearneſs and ſtrength of reaſon, 
by the preſent worthy biſhop of Wincheſter, (doctor 

oadly) in his meaſures of ſubmiſſion to the civil magiſ- 
trate, conſidered, ; 


Tio Duties of church members, &c. Chap. 4, 
1 cations, with giving of thanks, be made 
— for kings, and all in authority ; that we 
may lead à quiet and peactable life, in 

all godlineſs, and honeſty. Eccleſ. x. 20. 

_ Curſe not the king, no not in thy thoughts. 

But Acts v. 29. We ought to obey God 

rather than man. Acts iv. 19. Whether 

it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken 

unto you more than unto God, judge ye ? 

Dan. iii. 18. Be it known unto thee O 

Ring, that we will not ſerve thy gods, 

nor worſhip the golden image which thou 

| boaſt ſet up. Mat. xxii. 21. Render unto. 

N Cæſar, the things that are Ceſar's; and 
munto God, the things that are God's. 


VII. Church members, in particular, 

ſhould be careful to diſcharge all thoſe ſocial 

duties, that belong to their domeſtic, or fa- 
mily relations and connections. 

Epheſ. v. 22. Wives ſubmit your ſelves 

to your own huſbands. Verſe 2 5. Huſ- 

bands love your wrves. Verſe 28. as their 

own bodies. Verſe 23. So love his wife 

as himſelf; and the wife ſee that ſhe re- 

verence her huſband. See Col. iii. 18, 

19. 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2, &c. Col. iii. 20, 

21. Children obey your parents in all 

things. 1 Tim. v. 4. To requite their 

parents— Fathers provoke not your chil- 


dren to wrath.--But Epheſ. vi. 4. bring 
them 
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them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Ver. 2. Honour thy father 
and mother. Col. iii. 22, 23. Epheſ. vi. 
5, 6, 7. Servants, obeyycur maſters ac= 
cording to the fleſh, in all things — with 
far and trembling not with eye fervice, 

but in fingleneſs of heart And whatever 
Jie do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and 
not to men — as the ſervants of Chriſt, 

- doing the will of God from the heart, 

With good will. 1 Tim. vi. 1, 4. Let 
as many ſervants as are under the yoke, 
count their maſters worthy of all honour; 

and they that have believing maſters, let 
' them not deſpiſe them, becauſe : they are 
brethren; but rather do them ſervice. 
Tit. ü. 9, 10. Exbort ſervants ts be 
obedient unto their 3 2h and pleaſe 
them well in all things, not anſwering 
again, not purloining, but ſhewing good 
fidelity. 1 Pet. it. 18. Servants, be ſub- 
ject to youtr.on0n maſters, with all fear, 
not only to the good and ꝑeiu le, but alſo to 
the fromard. Col. iv. 1. Maſters give 
unto your ſer wants, that which is juſt and 
equal.” Epheſ. vi. 9. forkear ing threat- 
ning, knowing that your maſter is in 
heaven, neither is ther“ reſpect of perſons 
with him. Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Thou 
ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant, that 


s poor and needy, whether he be of thy 
2 brethren 


* 
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VBretbren or of thy firanger within thy 
1 his day thou ſhalt give him his 
ire—leſt he cry againſt thee unto the 
Lord--and it be a fin unto thee. Jer.xxii. 
13. Wo unto him that uſeth his neigh- 
bours ſervice, without wages, and giveth 
him not for his work. Jam. v. 1, 4. Go to 
now ye rich men, weep for the miſeries 
that ſhall come upon you— Behold the hire 
of the Iabourers, who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth ; and the cries of them that 
| have reaped, have entered into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth., — In theſe fa- 

mily duties are included, the duties 
of family prayer, and inſtruction; juſ- 

tice and mercy. 
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CHAP. v. 
Of the duties of particular churches, 
that deſerve more eſpecial notice. 
I. Towards their own members. 


II. Towards other churches, their 
members, miniſters, &c. 


iſt. NOW ARD s their own mem- 
8 bers, tis a church's duty, 


(I.) To admit every one of them (unleſs 
under cenſure) to an equal joint right, and 
title to, and ſhare in, all the ſpiritual and 
teniporal privileges which they enjoy as a 
church. | | 

Gal. tit. 28. N are all one in Chrift 

Joes Act ii. 44. And they that be- 
ieved had all things common &. 


I (Il.) And 

* But, however extenſive this common intereſt and 

right might be in the apoſtles days, it can now be ex- 

tended no farther, than the privileges and poſſeſſions 

which the church enjoys as a body; and not to any 

one's particular kad property. See chap. ii. prop. 
7. lect. G. and note there. 
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(II.) And conſequently, to aſſemble for 
the diſcharge of their common duties, and 
enjoyment of their common privileges, at 
ſuch time, and in ſuch manner that all, if 
poſſible, may ſhare in them. 
1 Cor. xi. 33. When ye come together to 
eat, (1. e. the Lord's Supper) tarry one 
for another. | 


(III.) To take care of their poor, and 
ſupply their neceflities. | 

Deut. xv. 11. I command thee ſaying, 
thou ſhalt open thy hand wide unto thy 
brother, unto thy poor and thy needy, 
in thy land. Gal. ii. 10. We ſhould re- 
member the ack Rom. xii. 13. Diſtri- 
buting to the neceſſities of the ſaints. 1 
John iii. 17. See alſo chap. iv. prop. v. 
and texts there. 
And for the better diſcharge of this 
duty, tis evident, the office of deacons 
was inſtituted in the church. As vi. 17. 


(IV.) The whole church ſhould ſym- 
pathize, in the joys and ſorrows of every 


particular member. | T 
1 Cor. xii. 26. And whether. one mem- 
ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; 
or one member be honoured, all the mem- 
bers rejoice with it. 


(V.) They 
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(V.) They ſhould put up their united 
prayers, for any one of them in diſtreſs, 

Acts xii. 5. — And prayer was made 

without ceaſing of the church unto God, 


* him (i. e. Peter in priſon.) 


(vr) They are to exerciſe a Godly care 
and diſcipline over them, to their edification, 
without partiality. 

James ii. 9. If ye have a, reſpect to per- 
ons, ye commit fin.---1 Thef. v. 14. Bre- 
thren warn them that are unruly, comfort 

\ the feeble minded, ſupport the weak. 

Jude 16. Not having mens perſons in ad- 
miration; to advantage. Heb. xii. 1 5. 
Looking diligently leſt any fail of the 
grace of God,---and any root of bitter- 


neſs ſpringing up, trouble you. 
(VII.) To grant them letters of diſmiſſion 


and recommendation to other churches, 
when deſired, ſo far as they can, conſiſtent 
with the honour of Chriſt, and a good con- 
ſcience. 
2 Cor. iti. 1. Need. we epiſiles of recom- 
mendation to you---or from you ? Rom. 
xvi. 1. I commend, unto you Phebs our 
ter, a ſervant of the church of Cenchrea. 
2 Cor. i. 24. Not that we have domi- 
nion over your faith. 


I 3 2dly. 
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218. Towards other churches, their mem- 
bers and miniſters, 'tis a church's duty. 


(I) To own them as churches of Chriſt, 
and hold chriſtian communion with them, 
in all the duties and privileges of their com- 
mon religion, as far as they have oppor- 
tunity, and can do it with a good conſci- 
ſcience. [See the concluſion. ] 

Rom. vi. 16. The churches of Chriſt 
ſalute you. 1 Pet. v. 13. The church at 
Babylon elected together with you. Gal. 
ii. 28. Ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 
x Cor. xii. 13, 20. Many members, yet 
but one body, whether few or Gentile, 
bond or free. I John i. 7. We have 
fellowſhip one with another. 1 Cor. i. 
2, 3. Unto the church of God at Corinth 
—ith all that in every place call on our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, Grace be unto you. 
1 Theſ. iv. 9, 10. Te are taught of 
God, to love one another. — And ye do it 
towards all the brethren in 2 


(II) To receive their members, when 
recommended to them, and pay them the 
regard their character and condition re- 
quires. g 
Rom. xvi. 1, 2. I commend unto you 
Phebe our fiſter---recerve her in the Lord 
as becometh ſaints, and aſſiſt her in what- 

ever 
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ever buſineſs ſhe hath need-of you. Phil. ii. 
29. Hold ſuch in reputation. 2 Cor. viii. 
23, 24. They are the meſſengers of the 
churches, ſhew ye to them and before the 
churches the proof of your love. 3 John 
8. We ought to receive ſuch, that we 

may be fellow helpers of the truth. 

(III) To impart to other churches, ſuch 
aſſiſtance as they want, and their own abi- 
ities and opportunities afford. | 

Acts xi. 29, 30. The diſciples (at An- 
tioch) ſent relief, according to their 
abilities, to the poor ſaints in Judea. 
1 Cor. xvi. 1. Concerning the collection for 
the ſaints, as T had given orders to the 
churches of Galatia. Even ſo do ye. Col. 
iv. 16, 17. And when this epiſtle is read 
with you, cauſe alſo that it be read in the 
church of the Laodiceans. 

(IV) To make uſe of their advice, in 
any matters of difficulty and importance. 

Acts xv. 2. They (the e Antioch) 
pr eng that Paul and Barnabas 
uld go up to Feruſalem, unto the apoſ- 
2 and | Paige. this queſtion, 1. * | 
of the neceſſity of circumciſion. 
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TI according to my propoſal, I 
| have en dab nd with el pee 
candour and impartiality, to give my rea- 
ders a plain practicable plan of SOCLAL RELI- 
GION, drawn from the holy ſcriptures; and 
particularly from thoſe perfect and authen- 
tic models there exhibited (viz.) The churches 
of the apoſtolic age.---Models, every way a- 
dapted to the fimplicity of the goſpel, and 
the gracious and moral deſign of Chriſt's 
kingdom--- intirely clear therefore, of all 
bigotry, ſuperſtition, and prieficraft ; of the 
wiſdom and the folly of this world: and if 
not proved to be expreſsly of divine appoint- 
ment, yet bearing the ſtrongeſt marks of 
the divine interpgſition and approbation : 
capable of anſwering all the great ends of 
ſocial religion, and conſequently highly 
worthy of the neareſt imitation poſſible, by 
all chriſtian ſocieties, in every ſucceeding 
age. 
. a proper cloſe of the whole, I here 
add a few general obſervations, in favour 


of 
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of a greater freedom in church communion, 
than is commonly practiſed: together with 
a perſwaſive to peace and charity, amon 
ſuch as think themſelves obliged to diſſent 
from one another. | | 

1. Though the true Chriſtian church, be- 
cauſe of the great numbers of its members, 
and their diſperſion through the world, 
muſt neceſſarily be branch d out into many 
diſtinct ſocieties; yet as they are all profeſ- 
ſedly embark'd in the fame cauſe, under 
one head of vital influence and government, 
they are to be conſidered but as parts of the 
ſame whole; compoſing one intire ſpiritual 
body. Gal. iii. 28. 17 are all one in Chriſt 
eſus. 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. As--all the mem- 
bers of that one body, being many are one body, 
fo alſo is Chriſt—tor by one ſpirit, we are 
baptiſed into one body. Rom. xii. 5. We 
being many are one body in Chriſt, and mem- 
bers one of another. Epheſ. ii. 14, 22. And 
for this reaſon amongſt many others, they 
ought all to conſider themſelves, as under 
the moſt ſacred obligations to do every thing 
in their power, to preſerve this unity of the 
ſpirit, in the bonds of peace and love, as in- 
violable as poſſible, in the, face of the world. 
To this end it is abſolutely neceſſary, that, 
however different and independent in ſome 
reſpefs, any of theſe ſocieties may be, they 
ſhould be all form'd upon the moſt catholic 
, 14 | and 
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and uniting principles, upon the whole : and 
by ſome common external means or bond of 
ſccial unity, maintain (if poſſible) a. viſible 
communion one with another.—Such prin- 
ciples are, I think, pointed out in the pre- 
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Supper *, as being not only in its own na- 
ture, extreamly well adapted to anſwer that 
purpoſe, but inſtituted partly with that de- 
ſign. 1 Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing which 
we bleſs, ts it not the communion of the blood 
of Chriſt ?---The bread which we breaf,, is it 
not the communion of the body of Chriſt 9— 
For we being many are one bread, and one 
body ; for we are all partakers of that one 
bread. —— T would not that ye ſhould have 
fellowſhip . with the cup of the Lord, and 
the cup of devils; ye cannot be partakers 
of the Lord's table, and the table of devils. 
From whence, I think, it fully appears, 
that this inſtitution was intended, amongſt 
other things, to be a ſtanding, w:/ible, exter- 
nal pledge and means, of that divine union 
and felloww/hip, all true chriſtians have with 
Chriſt, and one another in ONE BODY, as 
A a r 


-* Baptiſm, indeed, by which we are firſt formally 
incorporated into the viſiblè church, or body of Chriſt, 
is the beginning and foundation of this external com- 


munion; byt the Lord's Supper, is beſt adapted, for 
the conſtant ſupport and gontinual manifeſtation of it. 
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morally diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from 
the world. So that though it be unqueſti- 
onably the duty of chriſtian churches to 
guard the ſacred table, from the approgthes 
of the prophane and vicious: it is no leſs 
their duty to lay it as open as poſſible to the 
free acceſs of ALL, who appear to love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt i in ſincerity, and are de- 
firous of walking in all his commandments 
and ordinances blameleſs. 

2. For any chriſtian ſociety therefore, to 
deny their brethren communion with them 
at the Lord's Table, onLY upon the ac- 
count of their different opinions about the 
meer modes of religion, (which is too much 
the caſe) muſt be intirely inconſiſtent with 
their common relation to Chriſt, and one 
another; the many 3 to unity re- 
ſulting from it, and the duty of keeping that 
ordinance as it is delivered to them in the 
ſcriptures (1 Cor. xi. 2.) i. e. The keeping 
it in that place of ſuperiority to leſſer things, 
and uſing it for thoſe ends, for which it was 
appointed. 

Thoſe of the eſtabli/hment, may * aps 
upon their principles, be allowed ſome ſhew 
of reaſon for ſuch a meaſyre ; but the pro- 
teflant diſſenters, as making ſtill higher pre- 
tences to liberty, ſeem to me, to act in flat 
contradiction to thoſe pretences, and the 
avowed reaſons of their diſſent, when TR 
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fet up the exerciſe of an excluding power 
in the church of God, on ſuch — 
or attempt to impoſe terms of communion 
not clearly laid down, or poſitively required 
as ſuch, in the ſcriptures; or not neceſſary 
to the credible profeſſion of the chriſtian 
religion, and the ſecuring the main ends of 
the goſpel inſtitutions. And yet this is too 
commonly done amongſt them. — They 
plead exemption from all human authority 
in matters of conſcience, as the natural 
right of reaſon, confirmed by revelation ; 
and yet in the caſe before us, really exerciſe 
ſuch an authority themſelves, to the preju- 
dice of the rights of others. — They com- 
plain of unſcriptural impoſitions in the wor- 
ſhip of God, and their being obliged to diſ- 
| ſent (partly at leaſt) on that account ; and 
| yet by infiſting upon. unſcriptural terms of 
communion in their own ſocieties, they ac- 
tually become the abettors of ſuch impoſi- 
tiorſs, and oblige others to diſſent from 
them ; or as the apoſtle with great ſpirit and 
propriety expreſſes it (Acts xv. 10.) Put a 
yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which net- 
ther they, nor their fathers, were able to bear. 
A conduct this, ſo ſtrange and incon- 
fiſtent, that it is no eaſy matter to think of 
any thing like a reaſonable excuſe for it.--- 
'The moſt reaſonable I can think of is, the 
want of a thorough knowledge and con- 
ſideration 
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Gderation of the nature of chriſtian li „ 
and the whole intention of the ſacred ſup» 
per; and in what the real conſtitutio- 
nal principles, and diſcipline of chriſtian 
churches conſiſt: or perhaps the dominion 
of ſome prejudices of education and cuſtom 
inadvertently indulged, 'in favour of par- 
ticular, and . — ſyſtems of doctrine 
and worſhip; which though in cord and even 
intentions, they may be ready to acknowledge 
Jallible and imperfect; they are ſometimes 
in fact, too ready to — with the im- 
plicite veneration and confidence, due only 
to the infallible oracles of God. 

3. It. js granted that e — . — church 
has a * * to judge of the fitneſs of thoſe 
that offer themſelves to her communion ; 
and to admit or reject them according as 
they do or do not appear poſleſs'd of the 
qualifications, really neceſſary for that pur- 
poſe, - but then, the church is only to judge 
of, not appoint thoſe qualifications ; and 
ought to make the /aws of Cbriſt, and not 
ber own inventions, the rule of her judg- 
ment. What thoſe qualifications are, has 
been ſhewn at large, chap. iii. It is enough 
for my preſent purpoſe, to, obſerve in the 
general, (what I ſhould think our ſcrupu- 
lous brethren themſelves muſt allow, v:z.) 
---That the Lord's Supper, being the com- 
mon pledge of chriſtian unity, and an ap- 
pointed 
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inted means of the grace neceſſary to the 
— and clifcation of all chriſtians in 
common; it muſt be their duty and privi- 
lege in common ; and conſequently,---That 
the qualifications inſiſted by any church, 
as the terms of admiffion to communion in 
it, ſhould be ſuch, and onLY ſuch, as are 
common to all who make a credible pro- 
feſſion of the chriſtian faith, ſuchas they ma 
all conſcientiouſly comply with ;---and fuch 
as agree with the general nature, and are 
neceſlary to anſwer all the moral and gra- 
cious ends of the inſtitution; and therefore, 
not any of thoſe punctilious T ties, our 
brethren fo ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on in that caſe; 
which are to be found only amongſt them- 
ſelves, or their own party; which numbers 
of ſincere chriſtians of diſtinguiſhed judg- 
ment and piety, cannot poſſibly comply 
with; which are not, in the leaſt degree, 
neceſſary to anfwer any one end of the in- 
ſtitution z and which under their manage- 
ment, are made to contradict, inſtead a 

gree with, its general nature and deſign. 
Jeſus Chriſt the great prophet of his 
church, appears to have the ſame 3 
concern and care for the happineſs of all his 
obedient people ;—knows the great impor- 
tance of this ordinance to their ſpiritual life; 
graciouſly endows them all in common with 


every 
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every moral qualification for it ; and ſolemn- 
ly charges them all, religiouſly to obſerve it; 
and therefore, I cannot but conclude, that 
if he had judged his deſign in it could not 
have been fully anſwered, or his people's 
= of obſerving it acceptably perform'd, 
without an intire uniformity of judgment and 
practice, in thoſe particular points our bre- 
thren are ſo zealouſly concern'd for, he 
would have ſpoken of them with ſuch 
clearneſs and preciſion, that it ſhould have 
been impoſſible for any of his fincere fol- 
lowers, who endeavoured to know his will, 
to have miſtaken him; and conſequently that 
they would all as generally have been bleſt 
with this indiſpenſible requiſite, this unifor- 
mity of judgment, as with any other: 
whereas the contrary of all this, is un- 
deniably the fat.——Many of the pious 
followers of Chriſt, who have ſincerely and 
diligently enquired after the knowledge of 
his will, in theſe diſputable niceties, have 
been, and (till are, of different ſentiments a- 
bout them. And tis to me incredible that 
' ſo wiſe and gracious a lawgiver, ſhould ſuſ- 
pend ſo important a branch of inſtituted 
worſhip, as his ſupper, upon points, that 
have no concern with the acceptable 
performance of our duty in it, or the 
enjoyment of any one of the benefits 

ariſing 
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ariſing from it: and ſtill more ineredible, 
that he ſhould make an intire unanimity in 
thoſe points, one of the qualifications, indi- 
ſpenſibly neceſſary to that ordinance ;| arid 
at the ſame time very well knew, that it 
would be utterly impoſſible for myriads of 
true believers in him, to come at ſuch a 
unanimity, by any means in their power. 

We may therefore I think fairly conclude, 
that no difference in any of the non eſſential 
modes of religion, can be any juſt bar to our 
communing together at the Lord s Table ; 
or give any chriſtian ſociety a reaſonable and 
warrantable pretence, for excluding their 
fellow chriſtians, from a part with them, in 
that deſirable and — appointment; 
but that all who are really intitled to the 
chriſtian name, and the internal bleſſings of 
thechriſtian covenant, ſhould, upon a credible 
profeſſion and evidence thereof, be admit- 
ed to all the external n of the chriſ- 
tian church. 

4. But that we may be quite clear in this 
caſe, and know of a certainty, how far the 
power and duty of any church extends, as 
to the admiſſion and rejection of ſuch as 
poſe themſelves for communion with 
at the Lord's Table, we muſt have 2 97 | 
to the precepts and examples recorded in 
our Bibles. And here, in order to over- 
balance the ſtron g preſumptive evidence, 

already 
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already produced, in favour of the more ca- 
tholic, - againſt the more limited commu- 
nion; We ought te expect the care and 
moſt expreſs direſion, for the prohibition of 
the former, or the maintenance of the lat- 
ter, or both; I ſay expreſs direction; be- 
cauſe it cannot reaſonably be fuppoſed that 
our Lord, who every where claims to him- 
ſelf the ſpecial ſovereignty and dominion of 
the church; would leave ſuch a degree of 
diſcretional power in any of our weak bands, 
as that of judging and determining meerly 
at our pleaſure ; or — our arbi- 
trary interpretations, againſt deſires 
and claims of his beloved people, in an af- 
fair that {6 nearly concerns his honour and 
their comfort and duty, as the communion 
of the ſacred table moſt certainly does. Hrs 
expreſs direction therefore I ſay, and not our 
wills, his very word and not our private ofi- 
nions about it, or fallible deductions from it, 
ought to be expected in this caſe; in order 
to juſtify upon proteſtant principles the li- 
mited communion I am pleading againſt. 
But after the moſt deliberate and impartial 
inquiry, I have been able hitherto to make 
into the records of the Bible, I can find no 
ſuch direction there. That ſays a great deal, 
about our common union in Chriſt; our 
equal title to, and joint intereſt in, all the 

privileges of the houſe of God; as being all 
his 
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his children by the ſame faith; as profeſſedly 
devoted to him by the ſame baptiſm, (at leaſt 
as to what is eſſential to that purpoſe) and 
therefore, ſuppoſing our differences about 
many things there written, ſtrenuouſly in- 
fiſteth upon it as our indiſpenſile duty— 
That we ſtudy the things that make for peace, 
keep the unity of the ſpirit,—confider one ano- 
ther to provoke unto love, and good works,--- 
mark them that cauſe divifions,---comfort, edi- 
ty, ſubmit to, and bear with one another ;--re- 
cerve the weak in faith, not (ug dau gicig dom Ro- 
yi pwr) judging or making a difference be- 
tween them and our felves, on the account 
of doubtful opinions.---Be perſivaded every man 
in his own mind; but not judge our brother, 
or put a flumbling block in his way; for that 
he wha in any of theſe (diſputable) things 
ſerveth Chriſt is accepted of God, &c. In this 
catholic ſtile we have line upon line, precept 
upon precept.— But, that one party of true 
believers in Chriſt, ſhould have ſuch a do- 
minion over the conſciences and religious 
praCtices of the reſt, as to make new laws 
of Communion at the Lord's Table for them; 
or ſo to interpret thoſe already made by 
Chriſt, as prejudice the common * of 
their brethren to partake with them there; 
or, that they ſhould have any authority to 
exclude their fellow chriſtians, the enjoy- 
ment 
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ment of that privilege with themſelves, upon 
account of unavoidable differences about 
the non-eſſentials of the chriſtian profeſſion 
(which is what our brethren ſeem to take 
for granted) of bis, I ſay, or of any thing 
like it, there 'is not the leaſt mention in 
the ſacred canon; much leſs any ſuch clear 
and expreſs direction, as the caſe evidently 
requires, 

And as to the ſcripture examples, they ap- 
pear to me every where intirely in favour of 
catholic communion. In the Old Teſtament, 
we find, not only Metchiſedec and Abraham, 
but Mz/es and Feihbro, and others, commu- 
ning occaſionally together in ſacred ordinan- 
ces, notwithſtanding their different forms of 
religion ; and, which is ſtill more to the 
purpoſe, in the 'New Teſtament we read, 
that the primitive chriſtians, notwithſtand- 
ing very many, and ſome very wide diffe- 
rences amongſt them, upon points they 
thought of the higheſt conſequence, were 
together, with one accord in breaking of bread 
(viz. at the Lord's ws 0 as well as pray- 
ers. And when neceſlarily ſeparated, and 
ſettled in diſtin churches, they ſtill pre- 
ſerved. their common unity, and mutually 
acknowledged, and received to their com- 
munion, their reſpective members, upon all 
requiſite occafions : if at any time they did 
otherwiſe, and attempted an impoſing pre- 
eminence, or excluding power, they were 

| K Zea- 
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zealouſly oppoſed, and ſeverely reproved by 
the-apoſtles (A xv. 1, 10. 3 John ix. 10.) 
as 9 of the rights of conſcience, ene- 
mies to the liberty wherewith Chriſt had made 
them free, and common diſturbers of the 
peace, and viſible uniformity of the univerſal 
church, which they had been taught to pre- 
ſerve with the greateſt tenderneſs and ve- 
neration, as of the higheſt importance to 
the credit and intereſt of their holy religion. 
[Conſult Act. i. 14, 23. chap. ii. 42. chap. 
xv. 1,--I0,--24,--28. Rom. Xil. 4, 5. chap. 
xiv. I. to the end. chap. xv. 1, 7. chap. xvi. 
I7. 1 Cor. ii. 3, 10--15. Chap. xi. 16, 18. 
Chap. xii. 12, 13, 20, 28. Chap. x. 16, 17. 
Epheſ. ii. 13, 14, 22. Gal. iii. 28. 3 John 
9, 10, Sc. Sc.] All which — duly 
conſidered, I ſhould think it muſt appear to 
every unprejudiced mind, that limiting the 
communion of the Lord's Table, to a uni- 
formity of judgment and practice in the 
lefler diſputable points of religion, not eſſen- 
tial to the chriſtian profeſſion, is contrary to 
the principles upon which chriſtian churches 
ought to be founded, the deſign of the or- 
dinance it ſelf; and not only unwarranted, 
but even oppoſed by the word of God. And, 

5. If, with what has been ſaid, we alſo 
thoroughly conſider the nature and tenden- 
cy of this limiting impoſing power in the 
church, we muſt acknowledge it is in fact 


(however contrary the intention) nothing 
leſs 
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leſs than aſſuming a legiſlative authority in 
the kingdom of Chriſt; a lording it over, 
and judging his heritage | in matters of con- 
ſcience, and the enjoyment of their evan- 
gelical privileges, to which he has entitled 
them by his general charter ;---and conſe- 
quently a bold and preſumptuous invaſion 
not only of therr rights, but even of the ſa- 
cred prerogatives of his ſovereignty. Nor 
are the actual, and but too common effet7s 
of it, with reſpect to the honour of Chriſt, 

the edification and comfort of many pious 
chriſtians in particular, and the union, peace 
and proſperity of the church in general, leſs 
alarming than evident.--For by the exerciſe 
of this power, do we not as much as in ws 
lies, compel our fellow chriſtians to live in 
the neglect (at leaſt) of that expreſs command 
of Chriſt do this in remembrance of me ?--de- 
prive them of an ordinance peculiarly adap- 
ted to, and neceſſary for, the improvement 
of their graces and virtues ?--thruſt out of 
the viſible church with marks of di;/honour 
and reprobation (for what more can ae do to 
reprobates themſelves ?) thoſe whom Chriſt 
himſelf has brought into it;, and ſealed with 
his ſpirit as the herrs of glory? and thus by 
making no difference between the pi and 
the prophane, thoſe that ſerve God, and thoſe 
that ſerve him not, do we not confound the 
church with the world, the kingdom of 
Chriſt with that of ſatan ? or by forcing our 
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brethren or ourſelves into ſeparate commu- 
nities, open a wide door for ſtrife and con- 
tention, and the ſetting up of many oppo- 
ſite intereſts, or little ſpiritual factions in 
the church, who by their mutual jealou- 
ſies, and unchriſtian animoſities, actually 
divide the houſe of God againſt itſelf ?--are 
nottheſe (more or leſs) the effects, the common 
and wv//ible, and indeed the natural, and 
many of them the inevitable effects, of a too 
ſevere and narrow limitation of church 
communion ;. even among ſome well mean- 
zng' chriſtians ? and are they not at beſt very 
ſerious and alarming ? 
But when this evil ſpirit of :mpo/itron, ha 

pens to get poſſeſſion of violent and malevo- 
lent minds, not unfrequent amongſt the 
fiicklers for religion; it breaks through all 
reſtraints, and leads the unhappy creatures, 
with a blind and furious zeal to ſacrifice, 
not only chriſtian moderation and charity, 
the common unity and peace of chriſtian ſo- 
cieties, their own reaſon and humanity, but 
too often, even the Bible itſelf to ſupport their 
pretended religious intereſt ; 7. e. their own 
little peculiarities, and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition ; 
to the great encreaſe of the numbers and 
joy of the enemies of chriſtianity. And in- 
deed from whence come all the ſhocking 
evils, which fill ſo many pages (I might ſay 
volumes) of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ;---from 
whence our religious wars and fightings, 
burnings 
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burnings and maſſacres; the ſolemn cruel- 
ties of the popiſh inquiſitions, and the long 
train of holy violences, that have ſometimes 
almoſt depopulated kingdoms ; --- from 
whence originally come they, but from this 
luſt of ſpiritual law-making ; or the exerciſe 
of an unwarrantable impoling power, and 
meer human authority in the church of 
God? 

And is it not matter of the moſt ſerious 
grief and aſtoniſhment, that a ſpirit which 
ſavours ſo ſtrongly of antichriſtian infallibi- 
lity and perſecution; animates every ſyſtem 
of ſpiritual tyranny, and has been for ages 

the ſad cauſe of ſo many ſins and miſeries in 
the church; the diſgrace of the chriſtian 
name; the bane of vital religion; and con- 
tributed ſo much to the triumphs of infide- 
lity; ſhould meet with the countenance it 
has done, and ſtill does, in the chriſtian 
world ; and its rigid and oppreſſive dictates, 
become fundamental principles, in the eccle- 
ſiaſtical conſtitution, of even proteſtant ſo- 
cieties | 

6. I readily acknowledge, that there are 
many, both of the eſtabliſhed church, and 
the diſſenters, who profeſs to make it mat- 
ter of conſcience, to maintain a ſtricter com- 
munion than what I am pleading for; 
whoſe piety and charity, in all other inſtan- 
ces are ſo conſpicuous, and carry with them 
ſuch ſtrong marks of chriſtian fincerity, that 

| W_ it 
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it would be doing them great injuſtice, fa 
much as to ſaſpect them of acting knowingly 
from uncharitable principles, or with any 
injurious or oppreſſive deſign. They cannot 
indeed but acknowledge, that by this ſtrict- 
neſs, they muſt. unavoidably exclude from 
their church fellowſhip, many, whom they 
really love and eſteem as their brethren in 
Chriſt ; and conſequently oblige them to 
ſet up ſeparate Societies, in order to diſ- 
charge the duty, and enjoy the advantages 
of worſhiping GOD according to their con- 
ſciences. But then they think they excuſe 
themſelves, by pleading- that they very rea- 
dily allow their brethren a right to ſuch a ſe- 
aration, and are aefirous of treating them, in 
all other reſpects, as their fellow chriſtians; 
and therefore cannot fairly be ſaid to impoſe 
on them.--That where epintons and practices 
are really different (tho' in leſſer things only) 
and whillt cur inſirmities are ſo many an 
great, the grace of charity, and bleſhngs of 
peace, may, upon the whele, "be better preſerved 
and cultivated in Jepar ate, than' in mixed com- 
munities. Thu in the latter, truth mult be 
flighted, if not given up, and error counte- 
nanced; or many angry contentions be conti- 
nually ariſing, on one fide or the other ;--and 
that as they do in their conſctences believe this 
Arictneſs, moſt plealing to Gd, and the neceſ= 
fary means of preſerving the purity of religion, 

10 think it thetr duty to Maintain it. : 
n 
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In anſwer to this, I would here particu- 
larly apply, with ſome neceſſary additions, 
what has been in the general hinted before, 
via.) | 

(1) That it is their duty not only to love 
their brethren, and ſhew their charity in ſome 
inſtances, that may happen to ſuit with their 
particular favourite opinions, but alſo in the 
more ſelf denying ; eſpecially in ſuch as 
concern their ſpiritual welfare, and the uni- 
o of the church ; which by falling more 

irectly under the notice of the public, di/- 
tinguiſh them as the diſciples of Chriſt ; as the 
communion of the ſacred Supper moſt evi- 
dently does.—(2) That as they themſelves 
allow this inſtitution to be as much the du- 
ty of their chriſtian brethren whom they re- 
ject, as their own ; and as neither ſcripture, 
nor reaſon, make any qualifications neceſſary 
in order for one ſet of chriſtians to commune 
with another therein, but what are neceſſa- 
ry to the communion itſelf ; it follows, that 
the inſiſting upon any other; ſo far as to 
reject their brethren, meerly for the want of 
them, is, in effect (tho' not in defign) a real 
impoſition on them, as it forces them to the un- 
happy alternative, of either living in the ne- 
glect of an important and deſirable duty; or 
of ſetting up ſeparate communities; and 
thereby dividing (at leaſt) the external uni- 
formity of the viſible catholic church, which 
they think is both their duty and glory to 

|< Top pre- 
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preſerve.— (3) That difference in opinion 
and practice, in the non-eſſentials of the 
chriſtian profeſſion, is ſo far from being 
any where in ſcripture, allow'd as a reaſon 
for compelling one another into ſeparate 
communities, that on the contrary, it is uſed 
as a reaſon for our greater zeal and care to 
treſerve our union; and conſequently, as 
an occaſion of more fully exemplifying the 
fervency and ſincerity of our charity.— (4) 


That difſentient ſeparations in ſuch a body 


as the church, whoſe characteriſtic is a di- 
vine union as the body of Chriſt, is abſurd and 
prepoſterous ; only excufable, when thro' 
unwarrantable impoſitions, and corrupticns 
intolerably offenſive to conſcience, it becomes 
unavoidable; and therefore ought not by ſuch 
impoſitions and offences to be promoted. 


(5) That as the principle upon which our 


brethren go in this caſe, is in its own nature 
a dividing one, it cannot juſtly be ſuppoſed, 

to do more towards the preſervation of peace 
and charity, than the contrary principle I am 
pleading for, which as naturally leads to for- 
bearance and unity.---(6) That in order to 
communion upon the more catholic plan, 
no truth is required to be given up, nor its 
real importance any way leſſen d; but only 


Adoubiful gueſtions about it, kept in their pro- 


er place; viz. a due ſubordination to in 


Tudi ſfputable duties. Nor indeed does truth 


itſelf require, or its importance juſtify, any 
meaſures 
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meaſures that are in themſelves wrong, or 
unwarranted by the word of God, to 
ſupport it —(7) That tho' the paying a 
reverential regard to the dictates of conſci- 
ence, argues a degree of piety and virtue 
highly commendable ; yet they ſhould re- 
member that even conſcience 1tſelf may be 
miſtaken ; and has ſometimes been pleaded 
in defence of the moſt furious perſecutions ; 
as the apoſtle Paul himſelf witneſſes, As 
xxiii. 9. - And as our brethren, from the 
very nature and tendency of their rigid prin- 
ciples, are more particularly in danger of 
falling into the miſtakes of unwarrantable 
zeal, they ſhould be ſo much the more care- 
ful that their conſciences be indeed rightly 
informed, and kept within their proper li- 
mits, (viz.) an intire ſubjettion to the ex- 
preſs laws and appointments of Chriſt : 
and where the queſtion is doubtful, always 
incline to the forbearing and uniting, and 
not (as they are too apt to do) to the zmpo- 
fing and dividing fide. For the want of 
this care, conſcience many times con'racts 
a falſe and ſuperſtitious tenderneſs, and un- 
der a notion of juſt zeal for truth, and the 
purity of thoſe inſtitutions, which concern 
the Veen appendages of religion, leads us to 
offend againſt. the eſſential duties of peace 
and charity, without a due regard to which, 
the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs about the 
other, will be of no more account in the 


ſight 
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fight of God, than the punctilious righte- 
ouſneſs of the ſcribes and pbariſees; and an 
evidence that like them, we have not learnt 
the meaning of that text. IT mill have mer- 
cy, and not ſacriſice, which our Lord has 
taught us to apply as a general rule in all 
fuch caſes, Mat. xxi. 1--»7---21.--- (8.) 
However certainly in the right on this head, 
our brethren may think themſelves, they are 
{till as certainly but fall:ble men; and there- 
fore that confidence can give them no au- 
thority, to make their own private interpre- 
tations of doubtful uneſſential peculiarities, 
conditions of communion at the Lord's Ta- 
ble, ſo as thereby to exclude thoſe that dif- 
fer from them.--- And thus (9.) Upon the 
whole, I cannot but conclude, That if this 
narrow dividing notion were intirely given 
up, and a free and open communion main- 
tain'd amongft us; in which ALL, who a 

pear'd to hold the doctrines, and practiſe the 
duties efſential to the chriſtian character and 

profeſſion might join (ſtill preſerving a due 
regard to the ſupport of particular ſfocieties®) 
it would be ſo far from producing any con- 
ſequences prejudicial to the intereſt of truth 
and peace; that on the contrary, it would 
be attended with many the moſt defirable 
and ſalutary to both. Our frequent meeting 

one 


* See chap. ii. prop. iv. and notes. Ch. iv. prop. Iii. 
ſect. 4. and notes. 
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one another, and worſhipping together in fo 
ſolemn and endearing an ordinance, as the 
Lord's Supper, upon ſuch mutually conde- 
ſcending and generous principles, as we 
ſhould do in the caſe ſuppoſed ; muſt cer- 
tainly have (beſides the general advantages) 
a particular and powerful tendency, to ſub- 
due our mutual prejudices---remove the oc- 
caſions of our jealouſies and animoſities--- 
keep in awe the angry and contentious paſ- 
ſions --- harmonize our ſpirits --- inſpire us 
with the moſt ardent and ſincere friendſhip, 
---and thus enable us to carry our ſocial 
unity to the greateſt heights of perfection it 
1s capable of this fide heaven: which 
would not only fully juſtify our pretenſions, 
to the moſt peaceable and benevolent ſyſtem 
of religion in the world, but alſo more 
clearly evince the divine original of the 
church, and render her appearance far more 
ae and venerable than ever, ſince 
the apoſtolic times -— and preſage, at leaſt, 
the accompliſhment of thoſe glorious pro- 
pheſies, concerning her future greatneſs and 
telicity ; When her light ſhall come---and the 
nations of the ſaved ſhall walk in her bright- 
neſs. --= When fhe ſhall have no need either of 
the fun or of the moon ; but God himſelf and 
the Lamb duwell in ber as ber li gli and glory, &c. 
Iſa. Lx. 1. Rev xxi. I, &c. Effects theſe, wor- 
thy of every chriſtian's moſt ardent prayers, 
and unwearied endeavours; but which, I 
| may 
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may venture to ſay, no impaſing ſeparating 
zeal, in favour of the uneſſential modes of 
religion, can have the leaſt tendency to 
pr oduce. bl | 

7. But, however juſt and reaſonable this 
amicable coalition amongſt all ſerious chriſ- 
tians may be in it ſelf; however deſirable 
and neceſſary to the perfection of ſocial re- 
gion, the honour of the chriſtian profeſ- 
feſſion, and true felicity and glory of the 
church, &c. It has, even in this country of 
proteflantiſm and liberty, many and great 
difficulties oppoſed to it, from --- The ambi- 
tious views of the politicians of this world— 
The ſelfiſh intemperate zeal of the leader of all 
parties — The natural weakneſſes and preju- 

dices of the common people --- The tyranny of 
long ſettled rules and cuſtoms amongſt ſome --- 
and the authority of legal eſtabliſhments, too li- 
mited and partial amongſt others; ſo that 
there is little or no hope of its being very 
| ſoon effected: though nevertheleſs our duty, 
to do all we can conſiſtently towards it. 
And indeed by how much the more great 
and numerous the difficulties are, with ſo 
much the more ſpirit and reſolution, pru- 
dence and patience, ſhould our endeavours 
to remove them be exerted. 

To this end it will be particularly ne- 
ceflary on all fides --- That we diveſt our 
ſelves, as far as poflible, of all prejudice, 
anger, pride, petulence, obſtinacy ; and 

inquire 
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inquire after truth, with ſobriety, patience, 
candour; an humble dependence on the 
influences of the divine. Spirit, and fervent 
and conſtant prayers for — — That we 
are willing to be convinced of our errors, 
and when upon due deliberation we are ſo, 
as willing to renounce them, and embrace 
truth, however unfaſhionable and unpopu- 
lar her appearance, or however contrary 
to our former opinions. And with this 
temper of mind, we ſhould particularly read 
and ſtudy the BiBLE. There the pure and 
uncorrupted fountains of truth and wiſdom, 
of righteouſneſs and peace, and real religion, 
are laid open to all (amongſt us) that are 
willing to partake of them; ſo that the un- 
learned, as well as the learned, thoſe that 
have neither time nor capacity to enter into 
nice diſquiſitions, and long and curious rea- 
ſonings about religion, as well as thoſe that 
have; if they ſincerely endeavour to enter 
into the pure and genuine ſpirit of that di- 

vine book, get it transfuſed into their hearts, 
embrace its plain unſophiſticated meaning, 
and practically conform to it in their lives ; 
they ſhall aſſuredly know fo much of the 
mind of God in it, as is neceſſary to their 
comfort and uſefulneſs, and the right diſ- 
charge of their reſpective duties in this 
world, and their complete and everlaſting 
felicity in the next, as Hoy. vi. 3. Prov. ii. 
2, 3. Mat. vii. 7. Jobn vil 17. Jam. i. 5, 
. 21, 
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21, 22. I Pet. ii. 1, 2. John vi. 47. clearly 
prove. Nor is there any thing (as a means) 
that can ſo effectually cure, or preſerve us 
from, that ignorance and corrupt narrowneſs 
of mind, from whence all our diſſentions 
and ſeparations ariſe z or ſo effectually en- 
large and warm our hearts, with that pure 
and fraternal benevolence, neceſſary to a 

enuine and laſting union in the duties of 
religion, as ſuch an intimate and influential 
acquaintance with the ſcriptures; or as the 
apoſtle expreſſes it, the word of Chriſt dwelling 
in us richly, in all wiſdom, Col. iii. 16. The 
free uſe of the Bible and commonſenſe, was, 
under the Divine Bleſſing, the principal 
means of our deliverance from the darkneſs 
and miſeries of popiſh ſuperſtition and ty- 
ranny; and this muſt be the means of im- 
proving and perfecting our liberty, in op- 
poſition to all the remains of that enſlaving 
ſpirit, too prevalent amongſt miſtaken pro- 
teſtants. 

8. Finally, while the caſe is ſuch, that 
through our own weakneſs or that of others, 
we cannot carry our charity ſo high, as to 
partake of the Lord's Supper together at the 
ſame table ; or otherwiſe worthip together 
in the ſame forms; while I ſay this is our 
unhappy caſe, let us be extreamly careful, 
to exerciſe and exemplity that grace in mu- 
tual forbearance, and all other offices of 
chriſtian condeſcenſion and goodneſs, Let 

us 
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us put away all wrath, firife, bitterneſs, an- 
ger, clamour, and evil ſpeaking---and put on 
bowels of mercy, long - ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
meekneſs; believing all things, hoping all things 
poſſible in favour of thoſe that differ from us 
(Epheſ. iv. 3 1. Col. iii. 6, 12. 1 Cor. xiii, 7.) 
That the means uſed to ſupport our at pre- 
ſent unavoidable ſeparations, may not en- 
creaſe and aggravate them, or prove the 
occaſions of a real alienation of heart from 
one another, and thereby injure the inter- 
nal poxwer, as well as the external form of 
godlineſs ; always remembring it is the ex- 
preſs, repeated command, and even dying 
charge of the bleſſed Redeemer — That we 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER Which he doubtleſs 
intended, ſhould take place, and be univer- 
fally obſerved by us, notwithſtanding any 
of our unhappy difterences in opinions, not 
really affecting the eſſentials of our religious 
profeſſions; and that as a neceſſary preſer- 
vative from the bad conſequences, thoſe 
differences might otherwiſe be attended 
with. By which ive, we are not to under- 
ſtand that general philanthropy, or good-will 
we owe 70 all mankind; though that is alſo 
clearly taught, and ſtrongly,enforced in the 
goſpel, as our indiſpenſible duty; but that 
particular affeionate eſteem, kindneſs and 
complacency, which ariſes from ſome peculiarly 
near and endearing relation Such a relation 
there is between all true chriſtians, as the 

| ſpiritual 


g 1 
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ſpiritual children of the ſame heavenly Fa- 
ther—redeem'd by the ſame precious blood 
of Chriſt---ſanRify'd by the ſame gracious 
Spirit --- members. of the ſame body, and 
joint heirs of the ſame inheritance in the 
world to come. And the poſſeſſing the ge- 
nuine principles of this divine affection, and 
(as we have opportunity) the actual exerciſe 
of it towards all the diſciples of Chriſt, is in 
ſcripture made an eſſential part of the chriſ- 
tian character; without which we cannot 
Juſtify to the world, or even to our own 
hearts, our pretenſions to it. John xiii. 35. 
By this ſhall all men know that you are my 
diſciples, if ye live one another. 1 John iii. 
14. We know we have paſſed from death unto 
' life, becauſe we love the brethren : He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death. All 
which is farther enforced by the example of 
Chriſt, the apoſtles and primitive chriſtians; 
by the tenour of the goſpel, and the un- 
utterable pleaſure, the conſciouſneſs and 
effects. of this truly chriſtian virtue mult give 
to our minds. | 
Many of our perſecuting zealots indeed 
admit of all this, and would not be thought 
to want chrifiian charity, notwithſtanding 
even their cruel treatment of thoſe that 
differ from them. But then, they confine 
chriſtianity to their own particular opinions; 
and its charity, to their own party; brand 
all other chriſtians with the odious LI” 
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bf heretic, ſobiſmatic, and the like; which 
in their language means nothing leſs than 
real enemies to Chriſt and bis religion; and 
from thence conclude it is their duty not 
only to hate them with Perſe hatred (miſ- 
applying the words of the pſalmiſt, P/a/: 
cxxxix. 21, 22.) But alſo to puniſh them 
to the utmoſt of their power; as, if not the 
fitteſt means to reclaim them, yet the juſt 
deſert of their crime of differing from them, 
and a neceſſary yindication of the honoyr 
of God and his church. Not conſidering 
that the goſpel of Chriſt gives no uteri 
or encouragement to its believers, to punil] 
even ixſidels themſelves, as ſuch; or deprive 
them of any of their natural gr civil rights 
and liberties; but on the contrary com- 
mands them f live peaceably with, and do 
good unto all men; in meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; the weapons of 
our warfare in theſe caſes, being ſpiritual; 
not carnal. Much leſs will it warrant, any 
; 2 meaſures towards thoſe who bear 

he chriſtian name, and according to the 
light given them, endeavour to ſupport the 
credit of it, by a conſcientious regard to all 
chriſtian duties, meerly becauſe they hap- 
pen to differ from us. 

But the ignorance of theſe unhappy peo- 
ple, which is the mother of this bitter zeal, 
as well as their devotion, is extreamly groſs, 
and every way rde — They take 

© 
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the ideas of the chriſiam (if they have any 


at all) not from the Bible, the only authen- 


tic ſtandard in this caſe, but from their On 
"raſh prejudices, the faſhionable and current 


opinions of their country, or the peculiari- 
ties of the ſect or party they have been 
brought up in, &c. And he that does not 
anſwer to their wild and ſenſeleſs conceits, 
is mark d out as a fit object of their perſe- 
cuting romp and reſentment. Whereas 
would they do themſelves and their cauſe 
fo much juſtice, as to conſult the Divine 
Word, with conſideration and candour, they 
muſt be convinced, that the true chriftian 
character, is really form'd upon principles 
infinitely more generous and rationd, "ian 
national prejudices, the byaſſes of a'narrow 
education, or the peculiarities of any party 


whatſoever.— The chriſtian, as they might 


be there mformed, — cordially believes the 
*bible as a divine revelation — puts his hope 
and truſt in its promiſes---repents fincerel 

of his fins, and devotes himſelf to the will 
of the Deity --- Feels his heart habitually 
aw'd with the majeſty, and encouraged by 
the benignity of the divine perfections; and 
therefore fears and loves the great poſſeſſor 
of them above all---Devoutly and conſtant- 
ly worſkips him; and whether in the forms 
eſtabliſhed, or tolerated, approved or con- 
demned by men, does it in ſpirit and in 
truth, --- Conſcious of the price of his re- 
yo demption, 
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demption, his filial relation to the bleſſed 
God, and his intereſt in the glorious pro- 
ſpects open'd to his faith in another world; 
he endeavours to keep himſelf zunſpotted 
from the pollutions, and to live above the 
flatteries and terrors of this. Makes it his 
conſtant and watchful care to demonſtrate 
the power of his faith, and the purity of his 
hope, by an humble imitation of the exam- 
ple of Chriſt ; in ſobriety, chaſtity, juſtice, 
mercy ; and all the duties of ſelf-govern- 
ment and benevolence, the ſolitary and the 
ſocial life. --- Gratefully acknowledges his 
obligations to the grace of the Holy Spirit 
for all this---and refers the acceptance of his 
rſon and ſervices, to the Divine Efficacy 
of the ſacrifice and interceſſion of Chriſt as 
his oNLVY Mediator. This is THE CHRI1s- 
IAN; at leaſt theſe are the principal out- 
lines of his character. A character truly 
excellent and amiable ; that gives real great- 
neſs to the moſt exalted monarch, and 
worth and dignity to the pooreſt flave ; does 
the higheſt honour to our reaſon, and will 
be the glory and joy of our immortality. --- 
A character therefore, that under whatever 
religions denomination amongſt us it ap- 
pears, juſtly claims that particular efteem, 
and affectionate regard, the great Lord of 
chriſtians has commanded to be paid to it, by 
all his diſciples ; but in compariſon of which, 
, e 
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all real or nominal diſtinctions, founded on 


the meer modes of faith and worſhip, are 


little and triſing; and the devout bigotry, 
_ and fanatixal rage for truth, with which they 
are too often ſupported, to the laſt degree 
contemptible, and indeed to be lamented as 
the reproach not only of the chriſtian name, 
but even of human nature *#, II 


* Leſt any of my readers ſhould miſtake my pleas 
for moderation and charity, and. imagine they encourage 
a cold indifference in religion ; or that I thought it no 
matter what opinions we entertain'd, provided we were 
friends to liberty, I take this opportunity to aſſure them 
nothing can be farther from my intention. I would 
ne* with any man indifferent, even to the modes and 


forms of religion; but think it is his duty to endeavour 


to get the beſt information he can concerning them, 
and religiouſly and ſteadily follow the light of his con- 
ſcience in a practical regard to what appears to him to 
be right. Much leſs would I be thought to counte- 
nance a ſceptical lukewarmneſs, in reſpect of _ of thoſe 
great doctrines that enter into the eſſentials of chriſtian 
worſhip, and the truly gracious ſcheme of falvation by 
Chriſt ; an evil greatly to be lamented, as already too 
prevalent, and as leading the way to that apoſtacy 
from the profeflion of 1 to deiſm, which Fd 
ſhockingly diſtinguiſhes the preſent times. But what 
J mean is, that our zeal for God ſhould be according to 
knowledge ; proportion'd to the rank and importance of 
its objects ; and in reſpect of thoſe of the higheſt rank 
and greateſt importance, always govern'd by that gen- 
tle and benign ſpirit of evangelical philanthropy, which 
ſhines in all the doctrines and precepts, temper and 
conduct, of Chriſt and his apeſtles. And I am rioully 


of opinion, and wiſh. all my readers would as ſeriouſly 


conſider 


dutiful i tnto the 
A e God. che l he Mee 


—_— with that truly pioas zeal for the f 
— — 5 — 
— the goſpel, ſo juſtly due to 


May the blefſed Spirit more abundantly 
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them as the "artollity means of teſtofing 
out nature to its true grandeur and feli- 
city; — feels warm concern fot 
that LIBERTY, CHARITY, and MORAL 
PURIFEY, el fo ſtrongly. incul· 
cates; and which the church in general, 
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14. Tux Tranſcendent Excel ies of ok 2 
and Saviour 8 Chnlsr, in his erſen 285 he- 
raters ; rec N aded to the Attention and Eſteem of 
Mankind. ith the Seri Scriptural Account of the Natuge 
and Benefits of Faith in * &c. Price 6 d. or 
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The Whole Works of the late Reverend and Learn- 
ed Dr. IsAAc WarTrTs, in 6 yols in Quarto, 

N, B. the three firſt kt Vo! lumes, containing his Prac- 
tical Works, may be had alone. 

And moſt of his Pieces may be had ſeparate in Oc- 
tavo and Twelves. 
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